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Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Eldridge, IA 

Sunday, January 26, 2025 9:00 a.m. 
 
Call to Order - Joan Hennigan, Council President 
 
Opening Litany - Pastor Carrie Lewis La Plante 
 
Adoption of Agenda 
 
Minutes of the previous Annual Congregational Meeting, January 28, 2024 
 
Presentation of Reports 

Minutes of January 28, 2024 (John Hintze)  Page 3 
Pastorsô Reports (Pastor Carrie, Pastor Heather) Page 5 
Council President Report (Joan Hennigan)  Page 10 
Financial Report (Myron Scheibe)   Page 11 
2024 Fund Balance Sheet (Myron Scheibe)  Page 12  
2025 Ministry Plan (Joan Hennigan)   Page 13 
2025 Budget (Myron Scheibe)    Page 18 
2023 Audit Report (Matt Briehl)    Page 22 
Church Council Directory (Joan Hennigan)  Page 24 
Teams and Committee Members (Joan Hennigan) Page 25 
Church Records Summary (Pastor Carrie)   Page 26 
Membership Information (Pastor Carrie)   Page 27 
Christian Ed Report (Pastor Heather)   Page 28 
Faith Connections Report (Joan Hennigan)  Page 30 
Fellowship Report (Sherri Brundies)   Page 31 
Property Report (Dan OôFlahrity)    Page 32 
Service in the World Report (John Hintze)  Page 34 
Stewardship Report (Kim Wilkins)   Page 35 
Worship and Music Report (Nina Looney)  Page 36 
Youth Committee Report (Pastor Carrie )  Page 38 
Endowment Committee Report (Kim Wilkins)  Page 39 
Memorial Committee Report (Mary Ann Anderson) Page 40 
Memorial Account Activity Report (Rhonda Webber) Page 40 
Women of Faith Report (Linda Szemkus)  Page 41 
Feed Our Children Ministry (Amy Powell)  Page 42 
Luther Properties Report (Kim Wilkins)   Page 43 
North Scott Food Pantry Report (Deanna Nielsen)  Page 44 

 
Old Business 
 
New Business 
 Thank you to Outgoing Council Members Dan OôFlahrity and Val Zelinko. 
 

Election of Council Members  
Council Members are elected for a three year term. Vote for four: Michelle Rasmussen, 
Randy Reimers, Annette Tomlinson, and Cindy Zabel.  

 

 Election of Endowment Committee Members  
Endowment Committee Members are elected for a three year term. Vote for two: Tom Bauer 
and Janice Hartwig 
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  Election of Nominating Committee Members 

Nominating Committee Members are elected for a one year term. Vote for five: Joan 
Hennigan, John Hintze, Gayle Staples, Mike Strom, Kim Wilkins 

 
  Election of Synod Assembly Voting Members 

Synod Assembly Voting Members are elected for a one year term. Vote for two: Mike 
Staples and Gayle Staples 

 
 Election of Synod Assembly Voting Member Alternates 

Synod Assembly Voting Member Alternates are elected for a one year term.  Vote for two: 
Mike Strom and (Write In)___________. 

 
  Adoption of 2025 Budget 
 
 Ballot report 
 
 Other items 
 
 Call for questions 
 
 Prayer: Pastor 
 
Adjournment 

Joan: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Eldridge, IA 

Sunday, January 28, 2024 9:00 a.m. 
 

Call to Order:  Mike Garner  9:33 am 

 

Opening Litany:  Pastor Carrie 

 

Adoption of Agenda:  Dan OôFlahrity made a motion to approve the agenda.  Jared Penning 
second. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Approval of January 29, 2023 Annual Meeting minutes:  Carol Marten made a motion to approve 
the minutes. Brad Merrick second. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Presentation of Team reports: Team reports are presented in the 2023 Annual Report on pages 7- 
42. Pastor Carrie also gave a verbal report.  Pastor Carrie stated that life is more fulfilling while living 
in hope that God is among us, to live in hope that God is working among us in the midst of our joy.  
Pastor Carrie gave thanks to the members of the congregation for all that we do, and how our 
actions affect people locally, nationally, and world wide - ñit makes a differenceò.  She also gave 
thanks to the church staff, council members, ministry team leaders, and all who come to this place 
for various reasons.  

 

Old Business:  None 

 

New Business: 

Thanks to outgoing council members - Thanks were given to Mike Garner, Theresa White, and 
Deanna Nielsen for their service on the church council. 

 

Elections: Nominees and the positions they are being nominated for were read aloud by Mike G.  
For the Church Council, nominees are Kim Wilkins, Sherri Brundies, Val Zelinko, and Nina Looney.  
Mike informed the congregation that the Faith Connections Committee still has an opening.  This 
committee focuses on church hospitality, visitor assimilation, and marketing. Mike asked everyone to 
please consider this position.  Mike called for nominations from the floor.  None were received and 
the  nominations were closed.  Mike asked the congregation to fill in their votes for the church 
council.  For the Nominating Committee, nominees are Theresa White, Joan Hennigan, Mike Strom, 
Dan OôFlahrity, and Tom Bauer.  Mike called for nominations from the floor.  None were received 
and the nominations were closed.  Mike asked the congregation to fill in their votes for the 
Nominating Committee.  For the Endowment Committee, nominees are Kim Wilkins and Allen Lewis.  
Mike called for nominations from the floor.  None were received and the nominations were closed.  
Mike asked the congregation to fill in their votes for the Endowment Committee.  For the Synod 
Voting Members, nominees are Tom Bauer and Madelyn LaPlante.  Mike called for nominations 
from the floor.  None were received and the nominations were closed.  Mike asked the congregation 
to fill in their votes for the Synod Voting Members. For Synod Voting Member Alternate, there were 
no nominees.  Mike called for nominations from the floor.  None were received and the nominations 
were closed. 
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Adoption of 2024 Budget:  Deanna Nielsen made a motion to adopt the 2024 Proposed Budget as 

presented in the 2023 Annual Report on pages 13-16. Melody Sawvell second. There were no 

questions or discussions from the floor.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Ballot Report:  56 ballots were cast and scored by Joni Schneider and Myron Scheibe.  The results 

are as follows: 

Church Council - Kim Wilkins(54), Sherri Brundies(55), Val Zelinko(53), Nina Looney(56), Chad 

Keppy(1-write in) 

Nominating Committee - Theresa White(54), Joan Hennigan(55), Mike Strom(55), Dan OôFlahrity

(54), Tom Bauer(54) 

Endowment Committee - Kim Wilkins(54), Allen Lewis(46) 

Synod Voting Member - Tom Bauer(55), Madelyn LaPlante(52) 

Synod Voting Member Alternate - Brad Merrick(1-write in), 

Carol Roe(1-write in) 

 

Other items: Sue Becker asked about the Sanctuary Update project.  At last yearôs meeting, Amy 

Murray presented visuals and information on the update.  The project includes TV screens, new 

carpet, lighting, paint, replace all pews, remove communion rails, hearing impaired abilities, and 

wheelchair accessibility.  The estimated cost ranges from $150 to $250 thousand.  Dan OôFlahrity 

asked how we would move forward. Mike G. answered we could organize a capital campaign to start 

the project, or meet this year to discuss the project, or wait until the next annual meeting. Jim 

Schneider made a motion to start a capital campaign this year.  Abby LaPlante second.  Jared 

Penning asked what would happen to the raised money if the project fell through. Pastor Carrie said 

that this would likely be a pledge campaign over the next 3 years. This pledge campaign would show 

the congregationôs interest in the project. Jim Schneider mentioned the last pledge campaign was 

well supported and thinks the congregation would show the same support for this campaign.  Pastor 

Heather said the sanctuary update is mostly about accessibility for members and the community - 

ñall are welcome.ò She stated simple changes have great impacts, and that this update is important 

to us as a congregation.  Mike G. asked for a vote on the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Call for questions:  None 

 

Adjournment:  Scott LaPlante made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Duane Miller second.  The 

motion passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 am. 
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The 2024 Annual Report of the Senior Pastor 
Pastor Carrie L. Lewis La Plante 

 
As I look at the world around us, as I hear the stories of all that is going on in the lives of the 
members of Faith, as I experience life with my own family in this year, I know that many of us are 
facing struggles in our lives. We worry about family and friends who are ill or hurting or aging. We 
wonder where the world around us is headed in the midst of politics and natural disasters and so 
much more. We are concerned for the life that our children and grandchildren will live. We fear for 
our jobs. We are anxious as we await answers about our own health. 
 
I have been asked many times this year how it is that I can face all of the issues in my life and in the 
world around us with hope and promise. As I have been considering this question while I was 
preparing for worship at the beginning of this new year, the Old Testament reading for Baptism of 
Our Lord Sunday jumped out at me. In these words of Isaiah, we are given the promise of Godôs 
presence in our lives, not only in the good times, but especially in the times of struggle. Isaiah 
proclaims: 
But now thus says the Lord, 
 he who created you O Jacob, 
 He who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

 I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
 And through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through the fire you shall not be burned, 
 And the flame shall not consume you. 

For I am the Lord your God, 
 the Holy One of Israel your Savior. (Isaiah 43:1-3a) 

 
In our baptism, God calls us and names us and makes us Godôs beloved. God never promises us 
that life will be easy, as we have come to know all too well; instead, God promises to be with us to 
protect us in the floods and the flames, both real and metaphorical. God promises to be present with 
us and to love us always. This is the promise that holds me together when everything around me 
seems to be falling apart. This is the one promise I can trust when all other promises are lacking. 

 
As I think about all of this, I am reminded that we are part of this promise, not only the promise God 
has made to us, but we are part of Godôs presence in the lives of those around us who need to know 
that God is with them. Looking at the pictures on the next couple of pages that cover this past year, I 
see evidence of Godôs presence through us in the lives of the people in our community throughout 
2024. 
 
I see evidence of Godôs presence in the joy on the faces of the children gathered in our Sunday 
School classrooms, on our lawn for Final Friday, and in our new Friday Fun Club. I see evidence of 
Godôs presence in the wisdom in the Confirmation small group leaders who share Godôs love with 
our youth each week. I see evidence of Godôs presence in the fun and determination of our high 
school youth as they served their neighbor and experienced life in New Orleans through the ELCA 
Youth Gathering. I see Godôs presence in the celebration of those gathered for Cheeseburger in 
Paradise and the Fiftieth Anniversary Dinner. I see Godôs presence in the compassion found around 
the tables of our Congregational Breakfasts and in gathering the community in our new Be Our 
Guest ministry. I see Godôs presence in the midst of all of the ways that we worship and in the ways 
in which we give thanks for the lives of those we love and commend them into Godôs care. I see 
Godôs presence in the promise of belovedness in the celebration of Holy Baptism and Confirmation. I 
see Godôs presence in the unity of the North Scott Clergy at the tailgate party hosted on our patio 
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and in our participation in the Eldridge Days Parade. I see Godôs presence in the goodness of 
serving our homeless neighbors a meal with Churches United and providing lunches for community 
children with the North Scott Community Feed Our Children Ministry. I see Godôs presence in the 
grace we show as we share our building with other organizations who make a difference in our 
community. I see Godôs presence in the love shown among the multiple generations who are 
gathered together at Lutheran Lakeside Camp. These examples only scratch the surface of the 
ways in which we embody Godôs presence in our community, and on the days when we are unsure 
of what the next right step will be, we can trust Godôs promise to lead and guide us on the way. 
I give thanks for all of the ways that have experienced Godôs presence among us in this past year. 
We celebrated 23 new siblings in Christ who joined us through the waters of baptism throughout the 
year. We welcomed 36 new members who have joined Christôs mission and ministry with us. We 
have seen our ministries grow and new ministries begin. We have grown our partnerships with both 
community organizations and churchwide organizations. We have received grants from ELCA World 
Hunger and the Moonlight Chase to help us expand our summer food ministry. We have had 
relationships that have grown among our membership and with our neighbors. We have cared for 
those around us who are hurting, sick, grieving, or experiencing other major changes in their lives. 
We have cared for our neighbors around the world through our giving to ELCA World Hunger, Good 
Gifts, Lutheran Disaster Response, our support of the Behnke family in Japan, and support of our 
Compassion Children, Denisse and John, among other things. We have found many ways to shine 
the light of Christ into the our community and into the world. 
 
I also am excited to see where 2025 will lead us to be Godôs presence for those around us. As we 
continue to seek the ways in which God is calling us to serve God, one another, and our larger 
community, I look forward to seeing what new ideas for ministry will be born among us. I am also 
excited to see us bring to reality the Sanctuary Update this summer. The possibilities that this 
reimagined space will provide not only to have welcoming and accessible worship, but also to 
provide a welcoming space for use by the larger community inspire me, and I hope and pray that 
they inspire you. I give thanks for the financial commitments that have been made toward this 
project that will allow for us to do this renovation without any financial hardship and allow for us to 
continue to dream of ways that we can continue to create welcoming spaces in the gift that is our 
building. Your generosity toward the future of Christôs church in this place is amazing. 
 
Thank you all for the ways in which you continue to share the blessings that God has given to you. 
Thank you to all of the leaders who have served this year, especially the Congregation Council, the 
Mutual Ministry Team, and all of the ministry teams who have given of their time and talent to lead 
our ministry. Thank you to the Faith Lutheran staff with whom I am blessed to serve, Pastor Heather 
Geest, Beth Ann Anderson, Dennis Kelly, Susan Becker, and Teri Wittkowski, for sharing their gifts 
in the ministry we are privileged to do together. Finally, thanks be to God for calling me to serve as 
your Senior Pastor as we continue to live together experiencing Godôs presence among us and 
being Godôs presence for one another and for all those around us. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Pastor Carrie L. Lewis La Plante 
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THE 2024 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
PASTOR HEATHER GEEST 

 
As we look ahead to a new year, I am filled with hope and anticipation for what God has in store for 
our church. This is a season of opportunity where we are called to step boldly into the future trusting 
in Godôs guidance and provision. As the prophet Isaiah reminds us, ñSee I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? (Isaiah 43:19).  

It has been a great joy to see the Holy Spirit alive and at work within this community in the past year. 
We are unafraid of trying new things, and we are growing in our ability to listen with our ears and 
hearts to the needs of our neighbors near and far.  

When the North Scott Community Schools made a decision for shortened school days on Friday, a 
number of members felt we could use our location to make life easier for parents by providing a safe 
and fun place for children to come after school. Out of this, Friday Fun Club was born. Another 
member thought we could provide a place where members of our greater community could learn 
about other organizations that are serving our neighbors well in order that others might grow in their 
awareness to help serve and/or support these organizations. Soon Be Our Guest was created, 
which was a huge success. In the summer, Feed Our Children continues to provide nearly 200 bag 
lunches twice a week. After seeing the continued need in our community, we are looking at 
expanding to three days a week in 2025. These examples, among many others, are signs that new 
life abounds. 

I believe God is preparing us for new opportunities to grow in faith, deepen our relationships, and 
serve our community in transformative ways even if we cannot yet see it. Thank you for being a 
community who cares and makes a difference by listening and responding with compassion to the 
needs of our neighbors. God is doing great things through you. So, thank you for your faithfulness to 
the gospel. What you do matters! Who you are makes a difference in our congregation and in our 
world. Check out the annual reports from our committees. Letôs celebrate Godôs activity and invite 
others into what God is doing at 500 W. LeClaire Road in Eldridge.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pastor Heather Geest 
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2024 COUNCIL PRESIDENT REPORT 

 

The 2024 Church Council was made up of dedicated, hardworking individuals who gave and served 

so that Faith Lutheran Church in Eldridge, Iowa can strive to be a place to share, seek, and serve 

Christ. Our mission statement includes grace gifted, faith lifted. We strive to meet the needs of the 

entire congregation, as well as our community, and our world to the best of our ability. 

Our mission and ministry supported by your time, talent and treasure include: a Sunday school 

program, confirmation, and active youth program, service to others through meal preparation, 

providing joy with music and worship, sharing our space with community groups, as well as events 

on our lawn, supporting organizations far and near with donations, and many others that I may 

overlook. Please take time to read the Ministry Plan 2025 and the team reports for all of the exciting 

things that are happening here at Faith. 

Thank you to all who gave in any way in 2024. Giving and stewardship involve more than money. 

Many times volunteers just show up and offer to help and serve where needed. Oftentimes things 

mysteriously get done here at Faith. I call it the mysteries of the church. These acts of love and 

service add up to brightly shine Christôs light in our church, our community, and the world. 

I thank the 2024 Council members for their commitment, care, consideration, joy, excitement and 

energy in serving. It is very rewarding to serve in this important work. It truly is Godôs Work, Our 

Hands. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Joan Hennigan, Council President 
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2024 Treasurerôs Report 

First of all, much thanks to Rhonda Webber for all her work as Financial Secretary.  

The check and balance system for counting offering consists of two people counting the offering and 
making a deposit after each worship service.  The financial secretary enters all the contributions, 
including online giving, into our financial database, thus providing separation of duties and ensuring 
confidentiality. 

Disbursement vouchers are submitted and approved according to the budget.  The checks are 
written by our office manager, Beth Ann Anderson, and presented along with the supporting 
paperwork to the treasurer for approval and check signing.  This ensures complete separation of 
monies received and disbursed with at least 2 people checking and involved in each step of the 
process. 

Payroll is processed by Fahrenkrog Accounting.  Church employees submit data to Pastor Carrie.  
She reviews the payroll before submitting it to the accountant for processing.  The payroll checks are 
issued via electronic deposit. 

Thanks to Josh Rasmussen, Neal Becker and Matt Briehl who reviewed the financial records for 
2023 and found no issues. 

Throughout most of 2024, the General Fund operated mostly in the black, helped out by a good 
January.  We ended the year with positive income. 

The Executive Committee reviewed the 2025 budget requests from the teams, the synodôs 
recommendation for salary increases for the pastors, and various indexes for cost of living increases 
and recommended a 2.5% increase for all staff. The final recommendation for the 2025 budget was 
determined by the council. 

The Council approved transferring from savings drawing about 0.10% interest to CDôs drawing 
around 5.00% interest. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Myron Scheibe, Treasurer 
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2024 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH FUND BALANCE SHEET 
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Ministry changes lives. Our church is our Mission Outpost. We have the fuel to fulfill our mission. Our 

Mission Fuel (cost, budget, expenses) is future oriented, emphasizing our children and our 

neighborhood. Our ministry categories are Worship + Music, Faith Formation, Stewardship, Mission. 

Our priorities are to love God, love people, and make disciples. 
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Worship + Music  $133,919.28 (33%) 

Worship and music fill us with awe and connect us to God. Weekly worship and special celebrations 

are a major focus of our staff and volunteer time, including weddings, baptisms, funerals, and 

seasonal celebrations throughout the year. This category includes worship, choir, chimes, Jubilation, 

baptisms, communion, outdoor worship. 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Psalm 100:1 
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Faith Formation $73,046.88 (18%) 

We provide programs to help us explore what it means to be people of faith in a secular world, 

including church school for children and youth, Vacation Bible School, adult studies, first communion 

instruction, confirmation, youth group, camp, and Bible studies. Spiritual questions are common in 

our age and this gives us a chance to explore them in a Christian setting. 

Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 

these. Mark 10:14 
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Stewardship. $117,686.44 (29%) 

Part of our purpose is to be a place where people can come to know each other deeply, celebrate 

and mourn together, and offer support in the ups and downs of everyday life. We eat together 

(frequently), visit, travel, and have fun as a community. This category includes fellowship, property 

and administration. 

The earth is the Lordôs, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.  Psalm 24:1 
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Mission  $81,163.20 (20%) 

ñTheyôll know we are Christians by our love.ò  We show love for people beyond our membership. We 

offer space to community groups, support and house the Food Pantry, and the Feed Our Children 

program. We participate in Churches United and their meal site. We are active in North Scott Clergy. 

We support ELCA ministries statewide, nationwide, and worldwide. We support local charities and 

organizations through our Service in the World monthly donations. We support two Compassion 

International children in Tanzania and Ecuador and family missionaries in Japan. 

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 

for me. Matthew 25:40 


