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o Mau_ndy Thursday

Thursday, March 28, 2024 ~ 7:00 pm

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians
around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight
we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his
commandment that we live out the promise embodied.in this meal. As Jesus washed his
disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one
another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed
by the mercy we have received and carry it info the world. Departing worship in solemn
silence, we anticipate the coming days. ~

GATHERING IN SILENCE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS _ |

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against
sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the -
struggle to which we were called at baptism. . -

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the
peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our
neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and
with one another. = = 7 | : |

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God, - o * o

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. -~ - S

In the mercy of almighty"(}bd, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. 'As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spifit. =




INDIVIDUAL ABSOLUTION

On Ash Wednesday, you began this season of repentance with confession, and you came
forward to receive the ashes of repentance. Come forward now and receive individual
absolution, the forgiveness which comes from Christ our Lord.

People may come forward for the laying on of hands.
Hymn During Absolution “Where Charity and Love Prevail” ELW #359

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray, '

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our
hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 12:1-14
A reading from Exodus.

'The Lorbp said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: *This month shall mark
for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. el
the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. *If a household is too small for a
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be
divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.”Your lamb shall be
without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the

goats. “You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole
assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. "They shall take some
of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which
they cat it. *They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the
fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. *Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in
water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. '"You shall let
none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you
shall burn. ''This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of
the Lorp. *For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and T will strike



down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: T am the Lorp. P The blood shall be a sign
for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I w111 pass over you, and
no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. "“This day shall be a day
of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lorp; throughout
your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 116:1-2, 12-19

'Tlove the L.orD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication,

’for the LoRrD has given ear to me whenever I called.

How shall I repay the Lorp for all the good things God has done for me?

137 will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lorp.

T will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people.

PPrecious in your sight, O Lorb, is the death of your servants.

'®0 Lorp, truly I am your servant; [ am your servant, the child of your handmaid;
-you have freed me from my bonds.

7} will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the
LoRrbp.

18I will fulfill my vows to the LorD in the presence of all God’s people,

Pin the courts of the Lorp‘s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
A reading from First Corinthians.

2For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on

the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, > “and when he had given

thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in

remembrance of me.” *°In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saymg,

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in

remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
_proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - “I Give You a New Commandment”
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I give you a new com - mand - ment, that you
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love one an - oth - er iust as I have loved  you.

GOSPEL John 13:1-17, 31b-35

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already ?ut it into the heart of Judas
son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper “Jesus, knowing that the
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was
going to God, *got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around
himself. *Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. SHe came to Simon Peter,
who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” "Jesus answered, “You do
not know now what T am doing, but later you will understand.” 5Peter said to him,
“You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no
share with me.” *Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands
and my head!” "°Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash,
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.”
UFor he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are
clean.” |

12 A fter he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table,
he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? " You call me Teacher and
Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. S0 if 1, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. BFor I have set
you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. ®Very truly, I tell
you, servants are not 7greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the
one who sent them. '"If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

3N ow the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. =il
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. *Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for
me; and as | said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot
come.” **I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as [ have
loved you, you also should love one another. **By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.




SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us” ELW #3358
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
SHARING OF THE PEACE
THE OFFERING
OFFERING SONG
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i Take my Life, that T way be con - se - cxat -~ ed, Lord, to  thee;
4 Take my il - ver and my gold, not a mite would I with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow
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in cease~less praise.

take my in - tel - lect, and use v - 'ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.

6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.

OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lerd.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly L rd, God of pow-er and might,
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san-na in  the high - est, ho-san -npa in high - est.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
)- |
E==EE e =
R & O
I O Lambof God, you bear the sin of  all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of  all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of  all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our  lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us
¢ - ter-nal

free

peace

from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.




THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participaie in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifls of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do not

wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion may
come forward for a blessing.

Communion will be distributed at the rail. Please come forward by the center aisle and
go to the right side of the rail. Receive the wafer and the wine (lighter color in the outer
rings) or grape juice (darker color in the inner rings) and pause a moment before
returning to your seat by the side aisle. Communion will be continuous, so as a space

opens up, please fill that space. Gluten-free wafers are available in the small gold dish
on the paten. '

COMMUNION HYMNS “Come to the Table” ELW #481
(sing twice)

“Now We Join in Celebration” ELW #462

“What Wondrous Love Is This” ELW #666

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen. ' '

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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| For the bread which you have bro - ken, for the wine which- you have poured,

2 By this prom-ise that you love us, by your gift of peace re - stored,
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for the words which you have spo - ken,now we give you thanks, O Lord.
by your call to heav’n a-bove us, hal-low all our lives, O Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

Psalm 22 will be chanted as the altar is stripped.
You are asked to depart in silence at the conclusion.




~ THANK YOU TO THOSE, WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP ~
&,
Cr e j]

Ushers: Kent & Michelle Wiebel - - -

Reader: Jason Dingbaum

Communion Assistant: |Madelyn La Plante

Counters: Kent & Michelle Wiebel

Bread Bakers: Our First Communion Students
Organists: Teri Wittkowski & Susan Becker
Choir Director: Susan Becker |

Online Streaming Crew |Lucas Golinghorst, Scott [.aPlante, &
Kevin Zidarich

From sundaysa.ndseasbns.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permiss_io_n under Apg:s.burg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012199. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Diviston of Christian
Education of the Nationa! Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-

served. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Commen Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by per-
mission.




 Congratulations to our younyg
] people who celebrate their First
)y Communion this evening. They

Colin Bruns
Reagan Black
Campbell Black
Gareth Black
Bryson Bochenstadt
Cody Bochenstadt
Addy Demoss
Kayden Diercks
Kinsley Diercks
Greta Geest
Otto Geest’
Abe Huffman
Nash Schneckloth
Nora Schneckloth
Avery Yanke

Olivia Zabel




Worship for the Three Days and EasTer

Good Friday SEeRVICE  Friday, March 29--7:00 p.m.

We will hear the story of Jesus’ Passion according to John’s Gospel during the service
of light and darkness.

EAastER VICIll SERVICE Saturday, March 30—5:00 p.m.

We will hear the story of God’s salvation, remember our baptism, experience the empty
tomb, and celebrate the first holy communion of Easter.

EasteER WoRsHip SERVICES Sunday, March 31
Our Easter celebration services will be held at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Easter Breakfast sunday, March 31--9:00 a.m.

The high school youth who will be going on the trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering in
New Otleans this summer will provide an Easter breakfast of breakfast casseroles,
cinnamon rolls, fruit, milk, juice and coffee. A free will offering will be taken to help
offset the cost of the mission trip.

Easter Egg HUNT  Sunday, March 31—9:30 am. -

At the end of the breakfast, the 6th grade youth will host an Easter Egg Hunt. Weather
permitting, the hunt will be on the front lawn. If the weather does not permit, we will
hunt for eggs in the education wing. - '




Maundy Thursday &, March 28, 2024

What LOve Means

On Maundy Thursday, a father and son make their way to a footwashing
station in the church. The man kneels before his son and a basin of
warm, soapy water set between them. Slowly, gently, the man begins to wash
his son’s bare feet and to wipe them with a towel. When the child was only a
baby, the parent did something like this: washed face and knees, elbows and
toes—it was part of their bath-time routine all those years ago. Now, in wor-
ship, this tender act of care awakens long-forgotten memories. The father
thinks to himself, “T'his is what love means.”

Something like it happens every day—in homes, hospitals, and long-term
care facilities. In these places, caregivers wash the bodies of the elderly and the
aging, those who are disabled, sick, or dying. Yet many more of us are mostly
unacquainted with this kind of work. It may make us feel uncomfortable. Some
may consider it menial or even “dirty.” However, perhaps our discomfort owes,
to a greater extent, to the fact that caring for others in this way puts us inti-
mately in touch with the frailty of our own flesh.

Jesus, the Word made flesh, knows that he will be with his disciples only
a little longer. His “new” commandment to them, “that you love one another,”
was hardly new at all; in fact, it dated back to God’s giving of the law to ancient
Israel. But when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, he was inviting them yet again
into a new way of life. He did not wash their feet out of concerns for cleanli-
ness. Instead, this tender act of care was about setting an example about the
lengths to which love will go. The same love with which Jesus had loved them
all along would take him all the way to the cross. On the cross, God’s love
meets us in all our frailty and makes known to us anew the meaning of love.

Covar; Foat Washing (2017} by Caro! Aust. Acryllc on panal. Gopyright © Carol Aust. All rights reserved. Usad by permlssion of the artist.

Readings are from the New Revlsed Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyright @ 1989 by the Divislon of Christlan Education of the Natlonal Gouncll of the Churches of Chrlst in the United
States, Revised Commoan Lectionary copyright © $992 by the Consultatlen on Commen Texts (CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortrass, All rights reserved. Used by permisslon, Flease vislt our webslie at
www.augsburgfortress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
Gopyright @ 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved, May not be reproduced, Printed in U.8.A. 20240328-MTHU ELCA-L.
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Where Charity and Love Prevail
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1 Where char-i - ty and love pre-vail, there God 1is ev -er found,
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - Iy fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s ho -1y  Son;
4 et strife a-mong us be un-known,; let all con - ten-tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each  oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - tumn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on-ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.
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Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: TWENTY-BOURTH, attr. Locius Chapin, 1760-1842
Text © 1960 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Frauklin Park, IL. 60131-2158, All Rights Resevved.

Duplication in any form {rohibitcd without permission or valid Heense from copyright admiaistrator.
Used with permission of Onelicense.nat A-731185,




Great God, Your Love Has Called Us
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L Great God, your love has called wus here, as  we, by love, for
2 We come with self - in - flict - ed pains of bro-ken trust and
3 Great God, in Christ you call onur name and then re-ceive us
4 Then take the towel, and break the bread, and hum-ble us, and
5 Great God, in Christ you set us free your life to live, your
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lovewere  made. Your liv - ing like - ness still  we bear,
cho-sen wrong, half - free, half-bound by in - ner chains,
as your own, not through some mer - it, right, or claim,
call us friends, Suf - fer and serve  till  all are fed,
joy o share. Give us  your Spir - it’s lib - er - ty
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b, 1936

Music: RYBURN, Norown Cocker, 18891953

Tt © 1977, rev. [995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60§88, All righis reserved. Used by permission.
Music © Oxford Unlversity Press,
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185,

though marred, dis - hon - ored, dis - o - beyed. We come, with all our
by so - cial forc - es swept a - long, by powrs and sys - tems
but by your gra - cious love a - lone. We strain to glimpse your
and show how grand - ly love in - tends to work il all cre -
to turn from guilt and dull de - spair, and of - fer all that
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hea and mind your call to hear, your love to  find.
close  con-fined, yet seek - ing hope for hu - man - kind.
mer - cy seat and find  you kneel - ing at our feet.
a - tion sings, to fill all worlds, to  crown all things.
faith can do  while love is mak - ing  all things new.
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Come to the Table

J——f——%——ﬁ:ﬁ:’:iq =

Cometo the ta - ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.

All who are hun-gry and thirst -y,
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come, and yowr souls will be fed.
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Come at the Lord’s in - vi - ta ~ tion; re-ceive from his nail - scarred  hand.
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Eat of the bread of sal - va
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drink of the blood of the Lamb.
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Text: Claire Cloninger, b, 1942

tlusic: COMBE TO THE TABLE, Martin J, Nystron, b, 1956

Textand music © 1991 Iniegiity's Hosanna! Musle (ASCAR), cfo Integrty Media, Ine., 1000 Cody Road, Mobite, AL 36695;
and Juniper Landlog Musie, admin, Word Music; and Word Music (ASCAP). Used by pecmission.

Used with permission of CCLI 1478659,



Now We Join in Celebration
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| Now we join in cel - e -bra-tion at our Sav-ior's in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-ly rap - ture!
3 Lord, we share in this com-mu -nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;
For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess -ing
rec - on-ciled through you, our broth-er, one  in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen-dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v’ry, of your liv - ing self, our vie - t'ry,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, scrv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a ~ gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life to feed us.
pledge of  your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav'n-ly glad - ness.
seek -ing  jus-tice, love, and mer - ¢y  till you come in  fi - nal glo - ry.
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Text: Joel W, Lundeen, 1918-1990
Music: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text © Joet W, Lundeen, admin, Avgsburg Fortress,
Used with permission of Onelicense.net A-731185.




What Wondrous Love Is This
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I What won-drous love is lhlS, O my soul, O my soull What
2 When 1 was sink -ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul!l What won-drous love is this
I was  sink - ing down, sink-ing down, when 1 was sgink - ing down

God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,

W«—Tﬁ;f?;f‘FF 'jfr!'.'_p.’“

e

Y S
d I 1 I i
: I | | |

0| | .

e e

5 F e & I ¥ O e 3
- " er ﬁf 3 r <

that caused the Lord of bhss to bear the dread-ful curse for my

be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my

who is the great I  AM, while mil-lions join the theme, I will
'l sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laild  a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, 1 will sing, while mil - Hons join the theme, I will sing.
on, TI'll sing on; and  through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cenl., alt,

Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, .S'om.’rem Hepmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Chnsuanseu 1914--1997, alt.
At © 1955 Augsburg Pub}ishmg House, adlmin, Aupsburg Fortress.







