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 Dear Friends in Christ, 

We have entered a new church year and a new season, the 
season of Advent. It is a season of waiting and watching, not 
only as we wait and watch for the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus in a manger once again this year, but it is also about 
waiting and watching for Christ to come again.  

As we enter this season, we often have on our mind Gabriel’s appearance 
to Mary: 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this 
is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will 
be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. (Luke 2:26-38) 

I often wonder what must have been going through Mary’s mind when she 
received this news. What would she tell her parents? How would Joseph 
ever understand? What would those around her think? What did she even 
think of herself? I imagine that there were all kinds of things whirling 
through her head as she tried to make sense of the reality that she was 
going to give birth to the very Son of God. Yet, Mary came to understand 
the blessing that was to come in the one who cast out the mighty and lift 
up the lowly, fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away 
empty. She waited in anticipation and wonder and joy and maybe even 
fear to see all that God had planned in this most unexpected way of 
entering the human story.  3 

 And so, we wait. We wait with anticipation and wonder and joy and maybe 
even some fear for our celebration of the birth of our Savior once again this 
year. But as we wait for this celebration, the truth about Advent is that we 
are still waiting for Christ to return as Christ promised to do. We wait again 
with anticipation and wonder and joy and maybe some fear for that day 
when Christ will come to make all things new. We wait for that day when 
Christ will again dwell with God’s people, when Christ will wipe away every 
tear from our eyes, when death and crying and pain will be no more. We 
await with all those who have gone before us in the last 2000 years for that 
coming.  

As Jesus reminds us in our Gospel reading for this first Sunday in Advent: 

 32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you 
do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with 
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master 
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 
or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” (Mark 13:32
-37) 

It is hard to wait when we do not know the time for which we are waiting, 
and we may not even be sure what it will look like when Christ does return. 
However, Jesus invites us to keep awake. While I do not believe Jesus is 
asking us to literally remain awake 24/7 to wait for Christ’s return, Jesus is 
asking us to keep awake by keeping aware of where Christ shows up in the 
world and where Christ is calling us to be about his work in the world. We 
are those servants whom the master has put in charge of his work. Where 
are we called to shine the light of Christ into the world until that day when 
Christ comes to bring that eternal light into a totally new world? 

As we light the Advent candles this year, and we consider where we can 
shine our light into the world, may our hearts and our lives grow in 
anticipation of the one who is coming for us, the one who saves us, the one 
who gives us life eternal, the one who came as a baby in a manger in 
Bethlehem and the one who will come again to make all things new. May 
the light of the hope that this Advent brings shine brightly through us into 
the world God so loves. 

Blessings to you and your family in this season of waiting and watching, 

Pastor Carrie 
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Advent is almost here.  Does this signal the 
end or the beginning?  We celebrate 
Advent at the end of the year, yet it brings 
the beginning of Jesus’ journey with us on 
earth. I guess Advent is both.  I can think of 

many other things in life that are both endings and beginnings.   
Graduations come to mind.  A new job, changing of the seasons, birth of 
a child, learning to live without someone who has died, retirement and 
many others.  I hope in this season, often described as joyful, if you find 
yourself feeling like an ending or beginning of something is weighing on 
you, that you can find joy in the beginning of Jesus’ journey amongst us, 
knowing the ending brings us that much closer to God. Endings and 
beginnings can be hard, but God’s love shown through Jesus is with us 
always. 
 

Join me in thanking: 
 

∙ Curt Hulsen and Bob Kuehl for their work helping with building 
repairs. Many hands make light work. 

∙ All of the Trunk or Treat “trunks” who braved the cold and had fun 
with the trick or treaters. Laughter makes one warmer, right?   

∙ The Meal Ministry team for another great congregational breakfast. 
Meals together bring meaningful conversations. 

∙ All those who organized or donated to the blood drive. A true gift to 
those in need. 

∙ Sunday school teachers that donate their time.  Time well spent with 
our youngest members. 

∙ Music Ministry leaders and participants.  The music brings so much 
joy to the worship service. 

 

The regular council meeting was held November 16th. A proposed 2024 
budget was presented to the entire council and should be approved in 
December. The Christmas offering was designated to Rick's Ray of Hope 
and Habitat for Humanity. A motion from the Mutual Ministry team was 
approved that confirms our belief in service to the wider church by our 
pastors by designating a week of Pastor Carrie’s time to those efforts. 
 

Mike Garner, Council President 
563-349-4459 
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Christmas Worship 

Opportunities 
 

Please join us for all of our worship 
celebrations in the Christmas season! 
 

On Saturday, December 23, at 5:00 pm, 
and Sunday, December 24, at  9:00 am, 

we will gather for Advent 4 worship. 
 

On Christmas Eve, worship services will be held at 2:00pm, 4:00pm and 
9:00pm. The 2:00pm and 4:00pm candlelight services will be 
particularly appropriate for children. The 9:00 p.m. service will be a 
traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.  
 

The 4:00pm and 9:00pm services on Christmas Eve will be streamed 
online. We invite you to have a candle available to light at the end of 
the service as we sing Silent Night. For all of the online services, we 
invite you to have bread and wine or grape juice available to celebrate 
Holy Communion. 
 

On December 30 at 5:00 pm and December 31 at 9:00 am, we will hold 
the service of Christmas Lessons and Carols. Join us as we hear the 
story of Jesus from the prophets to the Word made flesh and sing many 
of our favorite Christmas carols.  
 

We look forward to celebrating the birth 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ, with you this 
Christmas season. 

Faith Welcomes Christmas 
Brass Quartet 

On Sunday December 10, our brass 
quartet will return to play many of 

your favorite Christmas carols before, during, and after the service.  
Come and enjoy the sounds of Advent and Christmas! 
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After a three-year pause, the Christmas cantata is 
back!  On Saturday, December 9, at the 5:00 p.m. 
worship service, People of Praise (and friends), are 
thrilled to be presenting this year's Christmas 
cantata, "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus".  The 
cantata features both standard carols that we all 
know and love, along with some beautiful original 
music.  Also, during the prelude, you'll be treated to 

the sounds of Resounding Joy playing some beautiful well-known 
Advent chime pieces.  Hear the music of the season and enjoy 
refreshments following the service as well.  We hope you'll join us as we 
celebrate the return of this much-loved musical tradition. 

Our Christmas Special Offering this year 
will be split equally between Ricks R.A.Y. 
of Hope, and ELCA Good Gifts. 
 

Rick’s R.A.Y. of 
Hope has been the 

regional center for grieving and traumatized youth 
for the past 16 years offering hope and guidance 
to children experiencing grief, loss or trauma 
issues.  Services offered by Rick’s RAY of Hope include fall, winter and 
spring support groups for children of all ages and developmental levels, 
special holiday events for coping with that time of year, crisis debriefing 
for traumatic situations involving children and two one-week summer 
day camps. 

ELCA Good Gifts are a creative, meaningful way to 
support the ministries of the ELCA that mean the 
most to you and your loved ones. These gifts are real 
examples from projects currently supported through 
ELCA churchwide ministries: the ELCA Fund for 

Leaders, ELCA Global Church Sponsorship, ELCA New Congregations, 
ELCA Vision for Mission, ELCA World Hunger, Disability Ministries and 
Lutheran Disaster Response. Each of these programs is a long-term, 
partnership-based ministry that focus on the needs identified by local 
congregations and global companion churches and their communities. 
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  Christmas flowers 
If you wish to contribute toward Christmas 
poinsettias that will decorate the altar area this year, 
please list your name and the name(s) of those you 
wish to honor on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board in the narthex area, or online using the link on 

our website. We are asking for a contribution of $10.00 to help offset 
the cost of the plants.  Please indicate ‘flowers’ on your envelope so 
we know how to allocate the funds. Names must be received by 
December 15th to be published in the Christmas Eve worship bulletin. 

Stewardship Gifts 
Thank you for your generous giving to Faith 
Lutheran Church throughout 2023.  You have 
helped make all our ministry programs possible.  As 
you consider your end of year gifts, please note 
that all mailed-in contributions must be received in 
the office by noon on December 29th to be counted 
with the weekend offerings for 2023.  Thank you! 

We are looking for Ushers, Readers and Communion 
assistants to serve during Christmas Eve worship 
services. Please check the sign up sheet on the bulletin 
board or on our website to sign up.  
 Thank you for helping with worship! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

        

3          Advent 1 
9:00 am Jubilation 
Worship  in Sanctuary 
 

10:00 am Fellowship  
 

10:15 am Sunday School 
 

10:15 am Usher Training 

4     Office Closed 
6:00 pm Lions Club Mtg 

5 
1:00 pm Bible Study 
 

5:30 pm Food Pantry 
 
 
6:30 pm VFW (FH) 

6 
5:00 pm Confirmation Meal
 

5:30 pm Confirmation
 

6:00 pm Cantata Rehearsal
 

7 pm High School Youth
 

7:10 pm Resounding Joy

10       Advent 2 
9:00 am Worship in 
Sanctuary with Brass 
 

10:15 am Fellowship 
 

10:15 am Sunday School 

11    Office Closed 
6:00 pm Lions Club Exec 
Mtg. 

12 
1:00 pm Bible Study 
 

5:30 pm Food Pantry 
 
 
 

13 
5:00 pm Confirmation Meal
 

5:30 pm Confirmation 
Caroling at Grand Haven
 

6:00 pm People of Praise
 

7 pm High School Youth
 

7:10 pm Resounding Joy

17     Advent 3 
9:00 am Worship in 
Sanctuary with 
Children’s Program 
 

10:15 am Congregational 
Breakfast 

18    Office Closed 
 

19 
1:00 pm Bible Study 
 

5:30 pm Food Pantry 
 

20 No Confirmation
or Youth Activities
 

10:00 am Grand Haven
 

6:00 pm People of Praise
 

7:10 pm Resounding Joy

24 Advent 4/Christmas Eve 

9:00 am Advent 4 Worship  
2:00 pm Christmas Eve Svc.  
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Svc. 
9:00 pm Candlelight Service  
 

31 
9:00 am Worship in 
Sanctuary 

25     Office Closed 
 
 
 
 

 

26  Office Closed 
No Bible Study 
5:30 pm Food Pantry 
 
 
 

27 Office Hours 9
No Confirmation, Youth, 

or Choir Activities
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 
9:30am Food Pantry 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Eldridge 
Hometown Holiday 

2 
5:00 pm Jubilation 
Worship in Sanctuary & 
Online 

5:00 pm Confirmation Meal 

5:30 pm Confirmation 

Cantata Rehearsal 

7 pm High School Youth 

7:10 pm Resounding Joy 

7 Team Reports Due 
6:30 pm Team Night  
 

7:30 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting 

8 
9:30 am Food Pantry 

9 

5:00 pm Worship in 
Sanctuary & Online with 
Cantata 
 

5:00 pm Confirmation Meal 

5:30 pm Confirmation 
Caroling at Grand Haven 

6:00 pm People of Praise 

7 pm High School Youth 

7:10 pm Resounding Joy 

14  Team Reports Due 
 

15 
12:30 pm-3:00 pm Food 
Pantry Basket Dist. 

16  

9 am-10 am Food Pantry 
Basket Dist. 
 

5:00 pm Worship in 
Sanctuary & Online 
 

Confirmation 
or Youth Activities 

10:00 am Grand Haven 

6:00 pm People of Praise 

7:10 pm Resounding Joy 

21  
6:30 pm Church Council 
Meeting 

22      
9:30 am Food Pantry 
 

23 
5:00 pm Worship in 
Sanctuary & Online 

Office Hours 9-12 
Confirmation, Youth, 
or Choir Activities 

28 Office Hours 9-12 

9:00 am Ambassador  
Folding 

29 Office Hours 9-12 
9:30 am Food Pantry 
 
 
 

Mailed-In or Dropped off 
Offerings are DUE BY 
NOON to be counted 
with the offerings for 
2023. 

30 
5:00 pm Worship in 
Sanctuary & Online 
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Please join our Sunday School students as they will be 
sharing “A Christmas to Remember ” with you on 
December 17th at the 9:00 am service.  Also, join us for 
the Congregational Breakfast afterwards in Fellowship 
Hall. Sign Up to bring or make something for the 
breakfast on the bulletin board, online through our 

website ,www.faithlutheraneldridge.com, or our Facebook page. We 
hope to see everyone there!!! 
 

Sunday School will be on Christmas break December 
24th and 31st. We will resume on Sunday, January 
7th, with our Winter Rally Day and Congregational 
Breakfast!  

Angel Ornaments 
 

Thank you to the Krebs Family for making angel 
ornaments which will be given to the children at our 
Christmas Eve Services! This is the seventh year the 

family has made these special keepsakes for our 
children, keeping with the tradition that was started by 
the Jenkins family over 30 years ago. We appreciate 
their generosity and time to keep this beautiful 
tradition alive. 
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Get ready for some camp fun! On the 
weekend of January 6 and 7, Britt Swanson, 
the Executive Director of Lutheran Lakeside 
Camp will be here to bring greetings from our 
favorite summer getaway. She will be present 

during the worship on Saturday and Sunday to share a children’s 
message. On Sunday, she also will join us during the Congregational 
Breakfast to give the children a mini-camp 
experience full of fun, games, and camp songs to 
get them excited for camp this summer. You will 
not want to miss this weekend as we prepare for 
“The Best Week Ever”. 

Cinnamon Roll Sunday 
Youth who will be attending the ELCA Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans in July of 2024 will be 
making and selling cinnamon rolls the weekend 
of December 9 & 10 to help raise funds for their 
trip. You can purchase these delicious rolls in 
person around worship December 9 & 10, or 

pre-order by signing up online (link found on our website and on 
Facebook) or on the sheet in the gathering space. Cost is $1/roll, $5/6 
rolls, and $10/dozen. Along with baked rolls, we will have the option to 
purchase unbaked rolls by the dozen.  

Thank you for supporting our youth! 

Join us on Sunday, January 7, for our monthly 
congregational breakfast following the 9 am 
worship service. It is our hope that these 
intergenerational congregational breakfasts will 
be an opportunity for us to grow in faith and in 
relationship with one another. 
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The 2024 Offering Envelopes are now available. They 
are on the Welcome Center counter for you to pick up. 
Please contact Rhonda Webber if you have not had 
envelopes before, but would like some for the new year. 

Our Thanksgiving Offering will be evenly divided 
between Humility Homes and Services for their 
emergency shelters in Davenport and with 
Lutheran Disaster Response with designation for 
the Middle East Crisis. Please place your 

Thanksgiving offering in your designated Thanksgiving envelope or put 
it in a pew envelope with "Thanksgiving" marked on the envelope.  
Please have Thanksgiving Offerings in by December 10th so that we 
can send the offering to these organizations.  Thank you! 

Give something unexpected this Christmas! 
Thank you for your support of the ELCA Good Gifts program.  It is a fun, 
meaningful way to honor friends and family with gifts that make a 
difference in the world.  Choose from more than 50 gift-giving options, 
each with the ability to make real, lasting change in the life of someone 
in need. You may give on-line using this link goodgifts.elca.org or in-
person at Faith Lutheran Church. 
 

In-person giving is easy: 
1.  Select an ornament with a symbol of the item you wish to 

purchase, write your names on it and place it on the tree. 
2.  Place your donation in the drop box, please make checks payable to 

Faith Lutheran Church. 
3.  Select a card to let friends and loved ones know about the ELCA 

Good Gifts that have been given in their honor. 
 

Thank you for your generosity during 
the holidays to help abate world 

hunger! 
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Cheerful Givers 
Thank you to all who returned Promise Cards for 2024 giving at Faith. 
The amount promised is $143,910 with 45 Promise Cards returned. God 
has provided us with so much. Our God is a God of abundance. It’s time 
to celebrate God’s generosity to us. Let us discover joy in giving and 
sharing generously in response to God’s generosity to us, and in doing 
so, to grow spiritually. Please take a few moments each day to pray for 
our church, for each other, and for God to guide us in the ways of 
generosity so that others may see God’s gifts reflected in our lives. 
Thank you for giving generously and gladly. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:7-8: “Each one should give, then, as 
he has decided, not with regret or out of a sense of 
duty, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able 
to give you more than you need for yourselves and 
more than enough for every good cause.” 
 

Joan Hennigan 
Stewardship Team Leader 

http://goodgifts.elca.org/
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Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study 
Join us on each Tuesday afternoon, at 1:00 pm, for a 
Bible study that looks at the lectionary texts for the 
week.  Note: We will not hold bible study on 
December 26th due to the holidays. 

With Appreciation… 

Thank you for all of the kindness shown to the 
entire Faith Lutheran staff during our Pastor and 
Staff appreciation month in November. All of the 
notes and gifts are so appreciated and warm our 
hearts. It is a pleasure and privilege to serve this 
congregation and community. 

 

Thank you to our November Ambassador Folding Crew: Pam 
Englebrecht, Darlene John, Carol Marten, and Tammy Neff. 
 

Thank you to Sue Oetzmann and Nadine Schwarz for leading the 
decorating of the church for Advent and Christmas. It looks so festive!  

Ushers and those interested in becoming Ushers... 

The Ushers have a important role in the safety and 
security of our church. Part of our safety plan requires 
quarterly training for the Ushers. Quarterly training 
will be held on Sunday, December 3 @ 10:15 am in 
the Sanctuary. Please plan to attend! 

Contact Tom Bauer for more information. 
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MISSIONARY SPONSORSHIP 
THANK YOU to our December mission sponsors. Jim & 
Ida Weibel are sponsoring the Bencke family. Janice 
Hartwig is sponsoring John Chima.  Jim & Joni Schneider 
are sponsoring Denisse Grefa. The cost for sponsorship is 
$40/month each for our Compassion Children John and 
Denisse and $45/month for the Bencke family. You can 
sign up online on Faith’s web page, in person on the 
bulletin board, or by calling the church office at (563)
285-4501. Thank you for your support! 

 

 
Birthday wishes are extended to the following 
members who are celebrating birthday number 
70 or above. 

Doug Olson December 1 
Mary Moore December 8 
Richard Cole   December 16 

Dennis Hennigan December 16 
Susan Whitney December 29 

The North Scott Food Pantry thanks Faith Lutheran 
Church for all of its support. Not only has the 
congregation faithfully supported us by food collections 
and monetary donations, but the volunteer hours 

provided by members make this outreach program such a success. Also 
a big thanks for allowing us to use space as needed. The 
food pantry motto says it all, Neighbors Helping Neighbors. 
Thank you from the North Scott Food Pantry!   

IT is time for snow removal volunteers! If you are 
able to help clear sidewalks after a snowfall, please 

sign up on the sheet in the gathering area or online using 
the link on our web site: www.faithlutheraneldridge.com. 

Thank you for your help! 


