


The Fourth Sunday in Lent

Saturday, March 26, 2022~5:00pm
Sunday, March 27, 2022~10:30am

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put
away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy
are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the
father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our pilgrimage.
Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,

we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your promises, we have ignored
your prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize
you in our midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your
ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God
comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love. In + Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism
clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12
A reading from Joshua.

The Lorb said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is
called Gilgal to this day.

""While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day
of the month in the plains of Jericho. ''On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce
of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. '*The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of
the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 32

"Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
“Happy are they to whom the LoRD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
’While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
*For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
>Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LOrRD.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
8« will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
I will guide you with my eye.
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
"Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
A reading from Second Corinthians.

Erom now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. '’So if anyone is in Christ, there is
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! '*All this is from God,
who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; "’that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
the message of reconciliation to us. *’So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2'For our sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the
scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3So he told them this parable: '™“There was a man who had two sons. '“The younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, %ive me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. '*When he had spent everything, a severe famine took
place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. '*So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. '*He would gladly have filled himself
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. '"But when he came to himself he
said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of
hunger! '*I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; '°I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”* *°So he
set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. ' Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have



sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” **But the father said to
his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals
on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; **for this son of mine was dead
and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.

»«Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and
dancing. *°He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. *’He replied, ‘Your brother has come,
and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” **Then he became
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. *But he answered his father,
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. **But
when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted
calf for him!” *'Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.
32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was
lost and has been found.” ”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “QOur Father, We Have Wandered”

CREED
We confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share with the church.
Olfferings to the church may be placed in the box on the table near the entrance to worship or be sent through
the mail, through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our website.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at your feast where you
offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and feed us with the body
and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and seas, wells and springs, we bless
and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert pouring out his life for the
world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that
we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church,  both
now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of bread and wine are
welcome at the Lord’s table. Please follow the directions of the pastors to receive communion. Both wine and
grape juice are available for communion. The grape juice is the darker color in the middle of the tray. Those
who do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion will receive a
blessing.

Those worshiping with us at home may use their own bread and wine or juice for communion. On site, please
follow the directions o the pastors to receive communion .

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. Now send us forth
to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
Amen.



BLESSING

You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey. Almighty God,
motherly, majestic, and mighty, + bless you this day and always.

Amen.
SENDING SONG “What Wondrous Love is This” vw.1,2&4
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt.
Arr, © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. OneLicense.net A-731185.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.

Thanks be to God.

Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Michelle Weltzin- Madison Russo Andrew Arp
Trainor Anna Schneider Jan Carlson

Ron McFate Ed Stoltz Gayla Tighe

Nancy Meyer Judy Knoer Lowell Lines

H.O. Nelson Jan Kluever Craig

Sheila Baustian June Dierks Lois

Sally Puls Michael Schafer John

Duane Miller Karen Muetzel Mary

Tim Winter Peyton Langebartles Dorie

Jensen Spencer Meyer Mixdorf Clif

Ann Kuehl Bob Morehead Kelly

Carol Judge Patty Mixdorf Vaughn

Carolyn Scheibe Melissa Alden

Sarah Costello Sue Vogel

Antipas.

The drama, "The People Versus Jesus", continues this Wednesday
evening at 7:00 p.m. with the testimony of the infamous Herod

Usher

v

Ushers and those interested in becoming Ushers...

Our Church Council recently adopted a security plan. The Ushers
ralnlng have a important role in the safety and security of our church. Part of
" the plan requires quarterly training for the Ushers. The 1% Training

/ will be held on Sunday, March 27" @9:15am in the Sanctuary.
NS Please plan to attend!

Contact Tom Bauer for more information.

Season of Lent Collection

This coming May, the North Scott Food Pantry plans to provide cleaning
supplies to clients. The Service in the World committee would like o

contribute to this effort by collecting cleaning supplies during Lent which
begins on March 2, 2022. The food pantry provides laundry soap, dish soap
and bar soap on a regular basis, but all other
cleaning supplies are needed and appreciated.
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If you would like to contribute, donations can be /’% . i;
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dropped off in the marked collection box under the .
coat rack. The cleaning supply collection will -
continue up until Easter. =~ v




THIS WEEK AT FAITH \ZK
Saturday, March 26 5pm Worship Y
Sunday, March 27 8am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
9:15am Usher Training
10:30am Worship
Monday, March 28 Office Closed
Tuesday, March 29 Ipm Bible Study
5:30pm Food Pantry
Tpm Jubilation
Wednesday, March 30 Spm Confirmation Meal
5:30pm Confirmation Conversations
6pm People of Praise
Tpm Lenten Service
7:45pm High School Youth
Thursday, March 31 9am Ambassador Folding
5:15pm Resounding Joy!
Friday, April 1 9:30am Food Pantry
Saturday, April 2 Spm Worship
Sunday, April 3 8am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30am Worship
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