


Third Sunday after Epiphany
Saturday, January 24, 2026 5:00pm

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In
Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a
great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and
all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around
the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that
others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy.

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

We believe that God gathers with us wherever we may be. As we begin worship, you
may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave
us birth, our light and our salvation.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we afe clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. ‘

Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water—the Mississippi River, the rain that

nourishes animals and plants, the water for drinking and bathing. We praise you, O God,

for water.
We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for our water stories— a flood that cleansed the earth, the sea
that drowned the enemy, a river that healed leprosy. We praise you, O God, for water.
We praise you, O God, for water.

We remember the waters of Jesus— baptized in the Jordan River, calming the Sea of
Galilee, drinking from Jacob’s Well, healing at the pool of Bethesda, washing the
disciples’ feet. We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for this font, for through this water you have birthed us into the
family of Christ, bathed us in forgiveness, and enlivened us in the Spirit. We praise you,
O God, for baptism.

We praise you, O God, for baptism.




O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth. O God, you are the River, saving us
from death. O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being. We praise
you, O God, today, tomorrow, forever. Amen, and amen.

Amen, and amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Listen God is Calling” ELW #513

GREETING ‘

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain

Congregation:

Q‘, " 4 ¥
the feast and cel - e - bra-tion,
T ! .
. =
cre - 4a-ton sings for joy
i X : E‘
— - - ‘
- & : Jr} IF 7
the God of life and love and
-’A H & 1 1 |
y o)
ot ﬁ ! ) ﬁ
e Y 7
free -dom: praise and glo - ry for ey -
d * * k] d ]
WW
er - more!
Verse 1 o
ongregation or Congregation I :
h # ’& 1 — \I { | i ; )
o= ; f e S '
i. Now is the feast of the Lamb once

(Continued on the next page)




T — — -
5! g- g

whose blood has freed and u -
A E# : “““‘”E 1 ) s %
- # ¥ 1 i ﬁ e ! .
S v “"“é‘ §’ !
: nit-ed us to be  one great peo - ple of
ﬁ:ﬁ 5 | to Refrain
¥ -
{\‘{I{‘} : * L4 ¥
@_) \MWMW—”/
God.
VQ:SE 2 Congregation or Congregation 2:
D o #
o) e
2.Pow - er  and rich-es, wis - dom and
:ﬁf’%’ﬁﬂéi - e S —
e . o - ' & .
e) ‘ )
might, ail hon - or and glo-1y o Christ
: _ ‘ . to Refrain
w7 @ g Q s él
@) ot - — ™
for eV - er
Verse 3 ‘
ﬁ- »ﬁ- Congregation: i
ﬁf it |
v # ) E-1) } ]
(e b e s et
3.For  God has come to dwell with us, to
*g i -
B 1 o 3 T - At @
LNLY 1
make us peo - ple  of God; o make
b o to Refrain
JusT= —— e ——
" ol d @
) 5 1 ! !

all things new.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us

into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4
A reading from Isaiah.

1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the L.ORD]
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time

he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
nations. |

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied exultation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
* For the yoke of their burden
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressoz,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 27:1,4-9

'The Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
The Loro is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
* One thing I ask of the Lorn; one thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the Lorp all the days of my life; to gaze
) upon the beauty of the Lorn and to seek God in the temple.
° For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will
sing and make music to the Lorbn,




" Hear my voice, O Lorp, when I call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.”
Your face, O Lorp, I will seck.
? Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.

Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my
salvation.’

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
A reading from First Corinthians.

“Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that you be
knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. ' For it has been made clear to
me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. '*
What [ mean is that each of you says, “I belon% to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or
“I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” ** Has Christ been divided? Was Paul
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? "1 thank God that I
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, '5 50 that no one can say that you were
baptized in my name. '°I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I
do not know whether 1 baptized anyone else. '’ For Christ did not send me to baptize

but to proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ
might not be emptied of its power.

'8 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Matthew 4:12-23

The holy gospel according to Matthew.,
Glory to you, O Lord.

2 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. B 1e
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun

and Naphtali, '* so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled:

15«7 and of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,

on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
16 the people who sat in darkness

have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death

light has dawned.”

"7 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea-—for they were fishers. o
And he said to them, “Follow me, and 1 will make 3’

ou fishers of people.”
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. ! As he went from there, he saw

two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their

father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 2 Immediately they left the
boat and their father and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming

the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among
the people.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” ELW #817
APOSTLE'S CREED

I believe in God, the Father abmighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he

ascended info heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.




1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting, Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Each prayer petition will conclude, “Merciful God,”
The congregation responds, “receive our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING
OFFERING SONG
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of majesty, no eve has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who
love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use Wha:c we have
gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen. :

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also With you.

Lift up your hearls.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
1t is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and joiﬁ their unending
hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as

we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen. SRR : -

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

COMMUNION SONG

Congregation.
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifis of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please follow
the directions of the pastors to receive communion. Both wine and grape juice are
available for communion. The grape juice is the darker color in the middle of the iray.
Those who do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving
communion will receive a blessing. Those who are worshiping with us online are
invited 1o have bread and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune
you at the end of communion.

There are baskets at the end of the front pews where you can deposit your cups as you
return o your seat.

COMMUNION HYMNS “] Come with Joy"  ELW #482
s “Shine, Jesus, Shine” ELW #671

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us arid keep us in his grace.
Amen.



SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of
his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart, Send us from this table with
delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we -

have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen. '

BLESSING
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for

praise *F bless you now and forever.
Amen,

SENDING HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW #815

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers Dave & Desiree McCammant
Reader : Joan Hennigan

Communion Assistant | Carolyn Hulsen

Counters Myron & Cindy Zabel

Choir Director Susan Becker

Organist Susan Becker

Jubilation Leader {Neal Becker

Online Streaming Craig Bloomingdale, Lucas Golinghorst,
Crew Scott LaPlante, & Kevin Zidarich







Third Sunday after Epiphany &, January 25, 2026

Just How Near Is It?

his anxious question is as old as Christians’ faith: How near? How near is

the kingdom of heaven? Near when angels announce a holy birth. Now?
Near when Jesus unrolls a scroll in the synagogue, declaring the acceptable
time. Now? Near when miracles of sight and sound and speech, bread and water
and wine astound. Now? Near when the Son of David trots into Jerusalem on
a donkey, talks of paradise at Golgotha, abandons the tomb. Now? Near when
parades of calculations and predictions, numbering of days and decoding of
signs make their guesses. Now? ,

John the Baptizer, eagerly baptizing converts and then, if hesitantly, Jesus
himself—John the broadcaster, on behalf of a Savior for the world—gets
arrested and executed. The hailed Messiah, Jesus, takes up residence in a tiny
fishing village in a land overtaken and occupied by an empire of corruption
and death, It would seem—or it should seem, if it does not—to anyone paying
attention that the kingdom of heaven, if anywhere at all, was nowhere near.

“Repent” was Jesus’ inaugural message. Such a hard thing for people
enduring in the hardest of times to hear. Repent of what, for what? By that
time, ancient promises made in the name of God must have worn thin at best,
if they had not already been tossed out as defective. In how many ways had
unreliable promises and hopes for some heavenly kingdom been smashed
in their collisions with each dawning day that proved to be just a copy of the
grueling one before it?

Repent. Turn around. Pursue life in another direction. A gutsy dispatch]
But it caught fire. It spread. It drew crowds because everywhere Jesus went,
all through the everyday places of hard-hit dreams and suffering spirits and
pained bodies—exactly in those places—]Jesus showed himself to be the heav-
enly good news that heals, the joyful reason to repent of fear. So, welcome and
become the kingdom of heaven now and here.

Cover: "Fishing nats on Loc Blnh beach” by Andrea Pistolesl, Hue, Vietnam. Photo copyright @ Andrea Plstolesi/Stone Collectlon/Getty Images Phs vla Getty Images. Used by permisslon.

Sartpturs quotations fram the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Gopyright @ 2021 National Gouncil of Churches of Christ In the Unlicd States of America. Used by permission. All rights
resetved worldwide, Revised Gomman Lectlanary copyright @ 1992 by the Gonsultation on Common Texts (CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permisslon. Plaase visit
our website at www.augshurgfortress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Printed In U.S.A. 20260126-EPI3 ITEMO14793 ELCA-L




Listen, God Is Calling
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Text: Tazanian traditional; 1. Howard 5. Olson, b, 1922
Musie: NENO LAKE MUNGU, Tanzanton tune

Text © 1968 Luthevan Theological College. Makwnira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore
Tii has venido a la orilla
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2 TH sabes bien lo que tengo:
en mi barca no_hay oro no_espadas;
tan sdlo redes y mi trabgjo.
Estribillo

T necesitas mis manos,

mi cansancio gie o otros descanse,
amor que quiera seguir amando.
Bstribillo

Tii, Pescador de otros mares;

ansia gterna de almas que esperan.
Amigo bueno, que_ast me Hamas.
Estribillo

Text: Cosdreo Gabardin, 1936-1991; tr, Madelzine Forell Marshall, b. 1546

Music: PESCADOR DE HOMBRES, Cesireo Gabardln

Spendsh and Beglish text and music @ 1979 Cesfreo Ciobagdin, OCP Publicmions, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portiand, OR 97213,
Al tights regerved, Used by pormission.

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731183.



I Come with Joy
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b, 1936

Mausic: DOVE OF PRACH, W, Walker, Southern Harmony, 18335
Text @ (971, rev. 1993 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Shine, Jesus, Shine

WITNESS

671
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Shine  on me, shine on me:
Shine  on me, shine on me:

Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950
Music: Graham Kendrick
Texuuul music © 1987 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Uemisphore

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185,

SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
99 40 10 3 3 and refrain
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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I I want to walk as a child of the Ilight I want to
2 1 want to see... the bright-ness of God. I  want to
3 Pm look-ing for... the com-~ing of Christ. I want to
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fol - low Je - Sus. God set the stars to  give
look  at Je - Sus. Clear Sun of  righ-teous-ness,
be with Je - SUS. When we have run. ... with
e ) | e 7
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light to  the world. The star of my life is  Je - SUS.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa -  thern
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
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In him there 1is no  dark-ness at all. The night and the
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day are  both a - likee The Lamb is the light of the
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cit -y of God Shine in my heart, Lord Je - Sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b, 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Used with permission of OneLicense.net -731185.







FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: (563) 285-450f Email: faltheldrldge@netms net .

GrRACE = GieD TrAIH = LIFED " Third Sunday after Ep|phany
€ALLED TO SHARE« SEEK AND SERVE €CHRISTa ~ January 24 & 25, 2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God’s love and grace as revealed tous
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Speciai children’s bulletins are available for their
use. T

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to

the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the call to worship.

|  The altar flowers are given by Connie Braet, remembering her
" beloved husband, Jim, and honormg the 61 years they would have
shared this January 30th.

: == If you are interested in providihg altar flowers, please sign up on the
Altar Flowers bulletin board in the narthex, or by using the link on our web site,
www.faithlutheraneldridge.com

Trdsﬁﬁg' that God hears our pr_ay_ers; _We kee_p these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Steve Mixdorf = Cheryl Torey ~ Cherri.Grimes Dave
Henry Storjohann Anderson Sears Marilyn Linda
] Patty Denner June Mepham Kelly Donna
Gayle Staples Anna Mundy James Julie
Barb Conklen Rebecca Casson Cindy Judy

Meyer Mixdorf Linda Demuth Thad




This weekend we will be collecting
a “noisy” offering for ELCA World
Hunger 'Please drop any change

NOISY OFFERING into the cans and make a joyful
mmrnesenen 101SE 1O the Lord! :

FAlTH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING NOTIFICATION

January 1,8,_,_,2026 - 10: 15 am Budget lVIeetmg o
“January 25, 2026 9:00 am Annual Congregational Meeting ,
“foltowing a brief worship service —
(Review of Reports, Election of Congregational
Leaders, 2025 Budget Approval)
January 25,2026 ~ Immediately following the annual meetmg
- Spec:al Meeting (Electlon of Ofﬁcers) |

Do you knit, crochet, or quilt? The May 2026 Synod Asse—mbly_wi" be
collecting donations of prayer shawls and.lap quilts. We would like to
send several of these'items with our pastors and delegates to the assembly. if you
have any questions or need a prayer shawl pattern; contact Linda Szemkus .

e

el T -2 2

‘Gﬁermr The 2026 Offerlng Envelopes are on the Welcome Center counter Please
,E"VGIUPG! contact Rhonda Webber if you have not had envelopes before but would

- We need communion assistants, readers and ushers.
- nghéeg WORSH"JI weekly. Please signup to assist in worship any way
that you are able. Please consider volunteering and
sign up on the bulletm board to help our Faith Family heads complete the worsh|p

schedule. Thank you! Nina Looney, Worship & Music Team Leader




* Youth Mission Trip Update

Our youth are raising funds for this summer’s mission trip to New
Haven, Connecticut with their annual Super Bowl Sandwich and
Caramel Chex Mix Sale. Paper order forms are available on the
Welcome Center, and an online form can be
found on our Facebook page.

Pick-up will be on Super Bowl weekend, February 7 and 8, around the
worship services. Order forms are due by noon on Sunday, February
1. Subs are $8 and caramel snack mix is $12 per gallon bag. We look
forward to helping to provide your Super Bowl Sunday treats. Thank
you in advance for your support.

wder Ash Wednesday - Wednesday, February 18
%§%{ It is hard to believe that Lent is just around the corner, but Ash
~zuy Wednesday is on February 18. Please join us for a soup supper at 5: 30
pm in the Fellowship Hall served by our Confirmation Students. We then gather for
‘worship, including imposition of ashes and Holy Communion at 7:00 pm.

-If you would like to provide food ifcems for the soup supper, a signup is available on the
bulletin board in the narthex.

Mar& Yow caLam,oiars

Cheeseburger !n Parad;se Potluck will be held in the Fellowship Hall
fon Saturday, February 28, 2025! The Fellowshlp Team will provide cheeseburgers,
condlments table service and drinks. Please sigh up by February 15, 2026, either on
! the bulletin board or on-line and mclude what side dish you plan to bring, so we can
 plan accordingly for the cheeseburgersl There will be games for the kids to play. Sign
,up in the Gatherlng Space Hope to see you aII ’cherel The Fellowshrp Team

= ” Do you love to bake? Bread bakers'fo_r the communion loaves are needed for
L wors"hip’ sefvices in 2026. Please sigh up on the bulletin board at church.

January 17&18 5 00 pm 38 900 am: 60, Onlme 38 Total 136

ATTENDANCE




Saturday, January 24 Noisy Offering
5:00 pm Worship in Sanctuary &
Online

Sunday, January 25 Noisy Offering

9:00am  Worship in Sanctuary with
Annual Meeting

10:15am  Election of Officers

10:15am  Fellowship

10:15am  Sunday School

Monday, January 26 Office Closed
8:00 am—>5:30 pm Lifeline Screening

Tuesday, January 27

1:00 pm Bible Study
5:30 pm Food Pantry
6:30 pm

Jubilation

Wednesday, January 28

10:45am  Resounding Joy

5:15pm  Confirmation Meal

5:45 pm Confirmation Conversations

6:00 pm People of Praise

7:00.pm  High School Youth

Thursday, January 29

9:00am Ambassador Folding

Friday, January 30

9:30 pm Food Pantry

1:00 pm  Friday Fun Club

Saturday, January 31

5:00 pm Worship in Sanctuary &
Online

Sunday, February 1

9:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
10:15am  Fellowship
10:15am - Sunday School

- —

Pastor Carrie and Pastor Heather are avallable for Pastoral Care, but
we need your help to know when and where that is needed Please
co_ntact_ us at the church office at (563) 285- -4501. For after-hour




