


Second Sunday after Epiphany
Saturday, January 17, 2026 5:00pm
Sunday, January 18, 2026 9:00 am

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we
come and see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others
_ to come and worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made

known among us.

PRELUDE (9:00 am) “We Bring His Light” People of Praise
GATHERING |

| WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

We believe that God gathers with us wherever we may be. As we begin worship, you |
may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. :

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4 one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave
us birth, our light and our salvation. - '
" Amen. : '

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water-—the Mississippi River, the rain that
nourishes animals and plants, the water for drinking and bathing. We praise you, O God,
for watet. e ' o

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for our water stories— a flood that cleansed the earth, the sea
that drowned the enemy, ariver that healed leprosy. We praise you, O God, for water.
‘We praise you, O God, for water. ,

- We remember the watets of Jesus— baptized in the Jordan River, calming the Sea of
Galilee, drinking from Jacob’s Well, healing at the pool of Bethesda, washing the
disciples’:feet. We praise you, O God, for water. :

We praise you, O God, for water. ‘

We praise you, O God, for this font, for through this water you have birthed us into the
family of Christ, bathed us in forgiveness, and enlivened us in the Spirit. We praise you,
O God, for baptism. ._

We praise you, O God, for baptism.




O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth. O God, you are the River, saving us
from death. O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being. We praise
you, O God, today, tomorrow, forever. Amen, and amen.

Amen, and amen.

GATHERING HYMN  “Arise, Your Light Has Come” ELW #314

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

(Continued on the next page)

And alse with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through

your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

ANTHEM (9:00 am) “Born a Mighty King” People of Praise
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7
A reading from Isaiah.

'Tisten to me, O coastlands,
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The L.orD called me before 1 was born,
while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.
“He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow,
in his quiver he hid me away.
* And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
“But I said, “I have labored in vain,
1 have spent my strength for nothing and vanity,
yet surely my cause is with the Lorp,
and my reward with my God.”

> And now the LoRD says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him, .
and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for I am honored in the sight of the L.orDp,
and my God has become my strength—
She says, :
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

"Thus says the Lorp,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,




to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,
“Kings shall see and stand up,
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the Lorp, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 40:1-11

'1 waited patiently upon the Lorp,
who stooped to me and heard my cry. .
>The Lorbp lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay,
and set my feet upon a hlgh cliff, making my. footmg sure.
’The LORD put a new song in my mouth, a song of pralse to our God;
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the LORD
“Happy are they who trust in the Lorp!
They do not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies.
5Great are the wonders you have done, O Lorp my God! In your plans for vs, none
¢an be compared with you!
Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! But they are more than I can
count.
5Sacrifice and offering you do not desire;
you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sm—offermg you have not
required. _
"And so I said, “Here I am; I come.
In the scroll of the book it is written of me:
51 love to do your will, O my God;
your law is deep within me.’”
’ proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly;
I have not restrained my lips, O LORD, you know.
107 have not hidden your righteousness in my heart 1 have spoken of your
faithfulness and your deliverance; :
I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the great assembly
'Y ou are the LorD; do not withhold your compassion from me;
may your steadfast love and your truth continually keep me safe.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
A reading from First Corinthians.

"Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother
Sosthenes,




*To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: '

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

T give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
been given you in Christ Jesus, *for in every way you have been enriched in him, in
speech and knowledge of every kind—%just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you-—'so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. *He will also strengthen you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. *God is

faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL John 1:29-42

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[ Tohn the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world!**This is he of whom I said, ‘After me
comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” >'T myself did not
know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed




to Isracl” 2And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove,
and it remained on him. **1 myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to
baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is
the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 3 And I myself have seen and have
testified that this is the Son of God.” _

3The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” *"The two
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. BWhen Jesus turned and saw
them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him,
“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” ¥He said to

them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained
with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. *°One of the two who
heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. *'He first
found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is -
translated Anointed). “*He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, -

“You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated
Peter). ,

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult” ELW #696

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father alinighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH _ L
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. :

Each prayer petition will conclude, “Merciful God,”

The congregation responds, “receive our prayer.”




SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING
OFFERING SONG
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prépared for those who

love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have:

gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts,
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Tt is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn: :
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as



we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
_ Come to the table; taste and see.

COMMUNION SONG
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present lo participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifts of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please follow the
directions of the pastors to receive communion. Both wine and grape juice are available
for communion. The grape juice is the darker color in the middle of the tray. Those who
do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion
will receive a blessing. Those who are worshiping with us online are invited 1o have
bread and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune you at the end of
COMMURION.

There are baskets at the end of the front pews where you can deposit your cups ds you
return to your sedt.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God"

“This Little Light of Mine”

ELW #336
ELW #677

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen. - ' -

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of
his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with
delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we

have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen. '



BLESSING

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for

praise  bless you now and forever.
Amen. ' :

SENDING HYMN “We Are Marching in the Light” ELW #866

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Liturgical music from Now the Feast and Celebration. © Copyright 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago,
1L 60638. International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-731185,

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2026. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS0 12199. Seripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by

permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augshurg
Fortress. Used by permission.




THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers Dennis Kelly & Ida Weibel
Reader Tda Weibel
Communion Assistant |Kara Zidarich
Counters Betty & Dave Griffin

SuNDAY T 79.:00 am Worship Service

Ushers Mary Ann Anderson & 'Nina Looney
Reader Neal Becker |
Communion Assistant | Madelyn La Plante
Counters Mary Ann Anderson & Nina Looney
Choir Director Susan Becker
Organist Susan Becker
Jubilation Leader Neal Becker
Online Streaming Craig Bloomingdale, Lucas Golinghorst,
Crew Scott LaPlante, & Kevin Zidarich




Second Sunday after Epiphany &, January 18, 2026

Then Knowing Begins

here is a whole lot written about knowing in this gospel’s pithy account

of Jesus’ debut. There is, for that matter, a lot written about knowing
throughout John’s gospel; it’s part of this book of the Bible’s particularity. But
take note: Before any claims of knowing are dashed into this memoir, John the
Baptizer bothers to reveal that there was, for him, a time before knowing-—a
time when he did not know Jesus. This little and perhaps overlooked detail, “I
myself did not know him” (John 1:31), is like sugar water in a hummingbird
feeder: a sweet invitation or coaxing to come, taste and see what is good.

That admission from John lures readers and hearers to pay attention not
simply to events: the arrival of Jesus on the scene, his walking toward John, the
act of baptizing with water, or even the flamboyant descent of a dove. These
are descriptive details, but they are not the essence of what soon will overtake
John and others—an invitation to know Jesus.

The difference between knowing about Jesus and knowing Jesus is tucked
in and all around this gospel text that leads initially to the Baptizer and then
moves onto a pathway beyond him. Yes, Jesus is introduced as “Lamb of God.”
Yes, like a dove, the Spirit was seen descending. Vivid, symbolic details, for sure,
about one coming to take away sin. But it is afterward, in Andrew and Simon’s
curiosity and willingness to follow, when Jesus asks “What are you looking for?”
and urges them to “come and see,” when they begin to stay together—they
with Jesus and he with them—that knowing Jesus overtakes them and they fall
into the grace of what he comes to take away and what he comes to give.

Cover: “Brown sheep in Altal Republic, Russla” by oxygen. Photo copyright © oxygen/Moment Collection/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images. Used by permission.

Scripture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright @ 2021 National Councll of Churches of Chyist In the Unitad States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved wotldwlde. Revised Common Lectlonary copyright @ 1992 hy the Consultation on Common Texts {CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortrass. All rights reserved. Used by permisslon. Please visit
our wehslte at www.augsburgfortress.org, Tracks 1 and 2
Copyright @ 2025 Augshurg Fortress. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Printed in U.8.A. 20260118-EFI2 ITEMO14792  ELCA-L



Arise, Your Light Has Come!
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Text: Ruth Duck, b, 1947
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H, Walier, 18251893
Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, L. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All vights regerved. Used by povmission.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.



Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: GALILEE, William H. Jude, 18511922



“Lamb of God”
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Text: Twila Paris, b, 1958
Music: Twila Paris
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This Little Light of Mine
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual

Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.



I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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'I'eﬂ: Kathleen Thomerson, b, 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.







FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: (563) 285-4501  Email: faitheldridge @netins.net

(SRACE = (GIFTED IFAITH = LIFED _ Second Sunday after Epiphany
(CALLED TO SHAREw SEEK AND SERVE CHRIST. January 17 & 18, 2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God's love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more ab'o_u_t‘th'e ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their
use. '

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to

the hymnals and passthe card to the outer alsle durlng announcements and an usher will pick
them up durmg the call to worshlp '

“The ﬂowers on the altar this weekend are glven by I\/Iary Ann Anderson in
~ loving memory of Dan Anderson.

... [f you are interested in providing altar flowers, please sign up on the
bulletin board in the narthex, or by using the link on our web Slte
www.faithlutheraneldridge.com -

Altar Flowers

YR |

. mg} k! Trusti"hé that Goél hears our prayers, We I;éep these
: people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Steve Mixdorf Cheryl. Torey . CherriGrimes .. . Dave
Henry Storjohann Anderson Sears Marilyn Linda
Patty Denner June Mepham Kelly ~ .Donna
Gayle Staples Anna Mundy James Julie
Barb Conklen Rebecca Casson Cindy : Judy
Mevyer Mixdorf Linda Demuth - Thad




FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL
- MEETING NOTIFICATION - '

G January '1_8‘_,72026;_ - 10: 15 am Budget Meetlng

“January 25,2026 = 9:00 am Annual Congregahonal Meeting,
 -following a brief worship service =~

(Review of Reports, Election of Congregatlonal

Leaders, 2025 Budget Approval}

January 25,2026 lmmedlatelv following the annual meeting
L Spec:lal Meeting (Election of Ofﬁcers)

. Do you knit, crochet, or quilt? The May 2026 Synod Assembly-will be
_collecting donations of prayer shawls and lap quilts. We would like to
send several of these items with our pastors and delegates to the assembly If you
have any questions or need a prayer shawl pattern, contact Lmda Szemkus

NTEVE

ﬂmﬁﬂ 3

The 2026 Offermg Envelopes areon the Welcome Center counter. Please
_‘,E"VGIOPES contact Rhonda Webber 1f you have not had envelopes before but would

(tfering

like some for the new year

| How to Get ‘We need communion assistants, readers-and ushers-

ngltéeg WORSHIP! weekly. Please signup’ to assist in worship any way
- that you are able. Please consider volunteering and
| sign up on the bulletin board_to help our Faith Family heads complete the worshlp '
| schedule. Thank you! Nina Looney, Worship & Music Team Leader '




Youth Mission Trip Up"date .

. Our youth are raising funds for this summer’s mission trip to New
& lHaven, Connecticut with their annual Super Bowl Sandwich and
Caramel Chex Mix Sale. Paper order forms are available on the

Welcome Center, and an online form can be
found on our Facebook page.

'

Pick-up will be on Super Bowl weekend, February 7 and 8, around the
worship services. Order forms are due by noon on Sunday, February

1. Subs are $8 and caramel snack mixis $12 per gallon bag. We look

forward to helping to provide your Super Bowl Sunday treats. Thank
you in advance for your support

| %%r o Ash Wednesday Wednesday, February 18

' %é!é!{ It is hard to believe that Lent is just around the corner, but Ash '

: Wednesday is on February 18. Please join us for a soup supper at-5:30
pm in the Fellowship Hall served by our Confirmation Students. We then gather for
worship, including imposition of ashes and Holy Communion at 7:00 pm.

If you wouldrli,ke to provide food items for the soup supper, a signup is availablleron the
bulletin board in the narthex.

Mark, Youur GmLewdars

| 1 Cheeseburger In Paradlse Potluck will be held i in the Fellowshlp Hall _
Lon Saturday, February 28, 2025' The Fellowshlp Team will provrde cheeseburgers,
condlments, table ser\nce and drinks. Please srgn up by February 15, 2026, eithér on
the bulletin board or on-line and mclude What srde dish you plan to brmg, SO we can
} plan accordingly for the cheeseburgers! There will be games for the kids to play. Sign
| up in'the Gathering Space. Hope to see you all there! — The Fellowship Team. -

Do You. Iove to bake'-’ Bread bakers for ’the commumon loaves are needed for
worshlp serwces in 2026. Please 51gn up on the buIIetm board at church.

- Janua ry 10 & 11 -500 pm: 34,7 9100'!_3”12 63, Onli ne40 ; _Fl"btalﬁ 137




Wednesday, January 21 _
Confirmation Mentor Night™ - -

- 10:45 am ResoundingJoy

_ . | 6:00 pm People of Praise
Saturday, January 17 7:00.pm  High School Youth
5:00 pm Worship in Sanctuary & - .

o Online Thursday, January 22
' 6:30 pm Women of Falth Bible Study
Sunday, January 18
9:00am  Worship in Sanctuary Fl’ldaV; January 23
10:15am  Fellowship 9:30pm  Food Pantry
10:15am  Budget review ‘ S
10:15am  Sunday School Saturday, January 24-Noisy Offering -
> S 5:00 pm Worship in Sanctuary &
Monday, January 19 Online
Office Closed S '
o ‘Sunday, January 25 Noisy Offering
Tuesday, January 20 9:00 am Worship in San:ctuary with
9:00 am Quilting ' Annual Meeting
1:00 pm " Bible Study 10:15am- Election of Ofﬁcers
5:30 pm Food Paniry 10:15am  Fellowship-
R 10:15 am .. Sunday School-

Pastor Carrie and Pastor Heather are avallable for Pastoral Care, but
‘we need your help to know when and where that is needed Please
contact us at the church office at (563) 285-4501. For after-hour

P ASfQRAL Cain S emergencies, please contact Pastor Cartie at (641) 275—~1326 or
& COUNSELING, Pastor Heather at (563) 639- 9606




