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Baptism of Our Lord

Saturday, January 10, 2026 ~ 5:00pm
Sunday, January 11, 2026 ~ 9:00am

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this
great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will
bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are
washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our

- baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s
healing. - :

PRELUDE ~ ~  “NoOther Name” | Jubilation
GATHERING |
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

 THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM |

We believe that God gathers with us wherever we may be. As we begin worship, you ey
make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

us birth, our light and our salvation.
- Amen.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, &+ one God, the fountain of living Wate’rj, the rock who gave

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed Wi_th God’s mercy and
~ forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. '

- Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water—the Mississippi River, the rain that -
nourishés animals and plants, the water for drinking and bathing. We praise you, O God,

for water, | S | | R o

 'We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for our water stories— a flood that cl,ea:t:iséd the earth, the sea that
drowned the enemy, a river that healed leprosy. - We praise you, O God, for water.
We praise you, 0 God_,' for water. -

We remember the waters of Jesus— baptized in the Jordan River, calming the Sea of
Galilee, drinking from Jacob’s Well, healing at the pool of Bethesda, washing the

- disciples’ feet. We praise you, O God, for water. -

We praise you, O God, for water.




We praise you, O God, for this font, for through this water you have birthed us into the

family of Christ, bathed us in forgiveness, and enlivened us in the Spirit. We praise you,
O God, for baptism.

We praise you, O God, for baptism.

O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth. O God, you are the River, saving us

from death. O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being. We praise
you, O God, today, tomorrow, forever. Amen, and amen.
Amen, and amen.

GATHERING SONG “Come and Sing Praises” (Sing twice)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And alse with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through
Tesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

First Reading; Isaiah 42:1-9
A reading from Isaiah.

'Here is my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;



I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations. -

? He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;

3 a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.

* He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

3 Thus says God, the Lorp,
who created the heavens-and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon. it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
§1 am the Lorp; I have called you in righteousness;
[ have taken you by the hand and kept you;
[ have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
"to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sif in darkness. -
81 am the Lorp; that is my name;
my glory I glve to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
? See, the former things have come to pass,
and new thmgs I now declare;
before they spring forth,
~ Itell you of them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 29

! Ascribe to the LorD, you gods,
ascribe to the Lorp glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the Lorbp the glory due God’s name;
worshlp the Lorp in the beauty of holiness.

3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders
the LorD is upon the rmghty waters.

*The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;




_ the voice of the Lorp is a voice of splendor.
’ The voice of the LorD breaks the cedar trees;
the LoRD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
% the Lorp makes Lebanon skip like a ealf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
" The voice of the Lorp
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
® The voice of the LorD shakes the wilderness;
the LorD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
? The voice of the LorD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lorp all are crying, “Glory!”
1The Lorp sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lorp sits enthroned as king forevermore.
"0 Lowrb, give strength to your people;
give them, O Lorp, the blessings of peace.

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43
A reading from Acts.

34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly undersiand that God
shows no partiality, *° but in every people anyone who fears him and practices
righteousness is acceptable to him. 3¢ You know the message he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. " That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: *® how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. *° We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put
him to death by hanging him on a tree, *° but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, *' not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 2 He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by
God as judge of the living and the dead. ** All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Help Us O Lord”
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Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

The holy gospel according to Matthew,

Glory to you, O Lord. L o
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
15 Byt Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. '° And when Jesus had been baptized,
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were o?.ened to him and he
saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. * And a voice from
the heavens said, “Thisis my Son, the Beloved, with whom L-am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

ANTHEM “Made for Love” Jubilation




NICENE CREED
We confess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, trae God from true God, begetten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered deathi and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he asecended into heaven and is seated at the right .
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE o

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Each prayer petition will conclude, “Merciful God,”
The congregation responds, “receive our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE
THE OFFERING
OFFERING SONG “Help Us Oh Lord” w.l&3
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OFFERING PRAYER

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this

meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your
kmgdom come.

Amen,

PRAYER OF THANKS GIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
1t is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

_Blessed are you, O holy God: You are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful word

you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the
nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son: He is your nght shmmg in our darkness and
revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to.drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembermg, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dymg and r1smg,, and his
promise to come again, we await that day with all the universe will rejoice in your holy
and life-giving light,

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we may be
light for the world, revealing the bnlhance of your Son.




Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your
" holy church, both now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever,

Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; faste

and see.
COMMUNION SONG  “Lamb of God”
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present lo participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifts of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please follow the
directions of the pastors to receive communion. Both wine and grape juice are available
for communion. The grape juice is the darker color in the middle of the tray. Those who
do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion
will receive a blessing. Those who are worshiping with us online dare invited fo have
bread and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune you at the end of
COmmunion.

COMMUNION ANTHEMS  “Enter In” * Jubilation
‘ “Come to the Table”

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace
Amen,

POST CGMMUNION PRAYER

Radiant God, we have seenl your glory in the face of Iesus Christ. In the sacrament of his
body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen

and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING |
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for

praise - bless you now and forever.
Amen.




SENDING SONG “Drawn to the Light” ELW #593
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Text: Joha C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: LA CROSSE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1990 John C., Ylvisaker.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.




THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers , Denny & Joan Hennigan
Reader Neal Becker
Communion Assistant |Joan Hennigan
Counters Kelly Goldsmith & Joan Hennigan

SUNDAY 9:00 am Worship Service

Ushers Joni Kuehl-Schneider & Kristy Loonéy
Reader Michael Strom
Communion Assistant | Michael Strom
Counters Joni Kuehl-Schneider & Kristy Looney -
Choir Director Susan Becker
Organist | Susan Becker
Jubilation Leader Neal Becker
Oniine Strcaming Crew | /4% Bopminelle Luss Golnghors.

Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Angsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS8012199. Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.




Baptism of Our Lord &, January 11, 2026

Resistance Movements

erod plotting to kill. John at the riverbank. Peter in Jerusalem. Judas at
che table. Thomas behind closed doors. Nicodemus in the night. Family
at home. Crowds in the streets. Quite a collection, but merely a sampling of a
much longer list. There are plenty in the pages of the scriptures, and in the cir-
cles of our daily rounds: they——-wé—who are wannabe followers and wannabe
saboteurs, the well-meaning and the conspiratorial, neighbors we like, others
we refuse to trust, family we put up with (or don’t), coworkers we admire, men-
tors we respect, activists we fear, leaders we oppose. A lengthy list indeed. And
this is what is shared among such a collection of souls: people standing in the
way of, objecting to, arguing against Jesus. Road blockers.

Mystery floats in and over the murky baptismal ripples of the Jordan River.
To this day, thousands throng to wade in those waters to receive, to remember,
to renew, to celebrate baptism. Jesus came there too and was met by his cousin,
the famous, wild, wandering baptizer, who tried to stop him. Make of John’s
protest what you will (humility, confusion, disagreement, panic, pride?), his
inclination was to prevent Jesus’ public repentance, Jesus' plain-to-be-scen-
and-heard turning away from the expectations of the world order toward the
divine imagination of God.

It is not always (more than likely rarely, though at times it surely is) evil
intention that is the seed that grows to oppose God’s invocation to take delight
in merciful justice and breathe the spirit of righteousness. We clash, as John
the Baptizer clashed (how often?), with heaven’s hopes and blessings for all
that God created in goodness, even as we are unmindful of our own dissent.

It is for us, in our moments and ways of objecting, that God—ever
mindful of us—parts heaven’s clouds, that we might see and hear the way of
God’s beloved Son.

Cover: Dove Descending on Jesus by He Qi. Copyright @ Ha Qi. All rights reserved. www.hediart.com Used by permission of the artlst. .

Scripture quotations from the New Revisad Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright @ 2021 National Gouneil of Churches of Chirist in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
resarvad worldwide. Revised Gommeon Lectlonary copyright @ 1982 by the Gonsultation on Gommon Texts (GGT), admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Plsasa visit
our website a www.augsburgfortress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress, Al rights reserved. May not be reprodeced. Printed in U.S,A. 20260111-BAP ITEMO14791 ELCA-L




FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
, Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: (563) 285-4501 Emuail: faitheldridge @netins.net

CracE = €D FATH ~LiAED Baptism of Our Lord
(CALLED TO SHARE. SEEK AND SERVE €CHRIST.. January 10 & 11, 2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God's love and grace asrevealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithiutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their
use.

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to
the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher wili pick

‘them up during the call to worship.

If you are interested in providing altar flowers, please sign up on the
uae.  bulletin board in the narthex, or-by using the link on our web site, -
Altar W..f?'; www.faithlutheraneldridge.com

~ Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

|Steve Mixdorf ~Anderson Sears ~Marilyn Linda
Henry Storjohann  June Mepham Kelly ‘Donna
Patty Denner Anna Mundy ~James Julie
Barb Conklen Rebecca Casson Cindy - Judy -
Meyer Mixdorf Linda Demuth Thad

Cheryl Torey Cherri Grimes Dave
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| Crheeseburger In Paradise Potluck will
be held in the Fellowship Hall
on Saturday, February 28; 2025.
Sign up today in the
Gathering Space!

_',___,'Do you knlt crochet or qunlt? The IVIay 2026 Synod Assembly
will be collectmg dona’uons of prayer shaw{s and lap. qUIIts We

9. would like to send several of these items with our pastors and
delegates to the assembly. If you have any questions or need a
'prayer shawl pattern, contact Linda Szemkus at 563-940- 4512

K60
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gﬁ"rm The 2026 Offering Envelopes are on the Welcome Center counter. Please’
ENVGIOPES contact Rhonda Webber if you have not had envelopes before, but would
- . like some for the new year.. : .

Do you love to bake? Bread bakers for the 'coi"nmurhioh loaves are needed for
, fwgr,sbi___p_ se_rvices in 2026. Please sign up on the bulletin board at church.

I;LOW {o Get - We need communlon asssstants readers and ushers
ng['§g WOR5H|pl weekly Please 5|gnup to assist in worshlp any way

that you are able. Please cons:der volunteermg and
| sign up on the bulletm board to help our Faith Famlly heads complete the worship.
kschedule. Thank you! Nina Looney, Worship & Music Te_qm_ Leader

§ January 3 & 4 - 5:00 pm: 50, 9:00 am: 61, Online: 46, Total: 157

ATTENE NCE




FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING NOTIFICATION -

January 18, 2026 10:15 am Budget Meetmg'

January 25, 2026 9:00 am Annual Congrega’aonal Mee‘ang ,
following a brief worship service
(Review of Reports, Election of Congregatlonal
Leaders, 2025 Budget Approval) -
January 25,2026  Immediately following the annual meeting ;
‘Special Meeting (Election of Officers) o - ' |

Budgets will be available by January 1 7 for pick up at church.

Gwe somethmg unexpected this Christmas!

Fhank you for your support of the ELCA Good Gifts program. It is a fun, meaningful
way to honor friends and family with gifts that make a difference in the world. Choose o
| from more than 50 gift-giving ophons each with the ablhty to make real Iastmg ' -

goodgifts.elca.org or in- person at F_alth Lutheran Church &

In-person giving is easy:’
11. Selectanornament w;th a symbol of the item you wish to purchase write your:
names on it and place it on the tree.
2. "Place your donation in the drop box, please make
. checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church.
3. Selectacard tolet friends and loved ones know
about the ELCA Good Gifts that have been glven in
their honor. ' :

Thank you for your generosity d'u'ﬁn'g'th'e hoh‘days to héfp abate world huhger! 8
. Service in the World Team will be tallying up the gift after-worship on January 11.

—— - " CHRISTMAS Special OFFERING - .
CHR‘STMAS 4 Our Christmas specaal offering will go to Lutheran Services in lowa
UFFERJNG’ AN SH. LSI empowers families and communities by recognizing and
1 orlng the strengths and glfts of every mdlwdua! It is afﬁhated




Saturday, January 10
5:00 pm Jubilation Worship in
Sanctuary & Online

Sunday, Januafy 11

9:00 am Jubilation Worship in
Sanctuary

10:15am  Fellowship
10:15am  Sunday School
4:00 pm 4H Meeting

Monda\f, Janu_ary 12
Office Closed

‘Tuesday, January 13
- 1:00 pm Bible Study
5:30 pm Food Pantry

Wednesday, January 14 _

10:45am  Resounding Joy:

5:15pm  Confirmation Meal
5:45pm  Confirmation Conversations
6:00 pm . People of Praise

- 7:00. pm  High School Youth

Thursday, January 15
6:30 pm Church Council Meeting

Friday, January 16
9:30 pm  Food Pantry

Saturday, Jénﬁary 17
5:00 pm Worship in Sanctuary &
Online

Sunday, January 18

9:00 am  Worship in Sanctuary
10:15am  Fellowship

10:15am  Budget review
10:15am - Sunday School

Pastor Ca’rrie and Pastor Heather are available for Pastoral Care, but
we need your help to know when and where that is needed. Please

contact us at the church office at (563) 285-4501. For after-hour




