Blessed

ARE THE PEACEMAKERS

MATTHEW 5:9




Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Saturday, January 24, 2026 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday, February 1, 2026 ~ 9:00 am

Who are the blessed omes of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in
the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure
in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness.
In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living
and serving.

PRELUDE “Heartstrings” : Resounding Joy
“Festive Praise”

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

.Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave
us birth, our light and our salvation.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. :

Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water—the Mississippi River, the rain that
nourishes animals and plants, the water for drinking and bathing. We praise you, O God,
for water.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for our water stories—a flood that cleansed the earth, the sea
that drowned the enemy, a river that healed leprosy. We praise you, O God, for water.
We praise you, O God, for water.

We remember the waters of Jesus— baptized in the Jordan River, calming the Sea of
Galilee, drinking from Jacob’s Well, healing at the pool of Bethesda, washing the
disciples’ feet. We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for this font, for through this water you have birthed us into the
family of Christ, bathed us in forgiveness, and enlivened us in the Spirit. We praise you,
O God, for baptism.

We praise you, O God, for baptism.




O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth. O God, you are the River, saving us
from death. O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being. We praise

you, O God, today, tomorrow, forever. Amen, and amen.

Amen, and amen.

GATHERING HYMN  “As We Gather at Your Table” ELW #522
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and
the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in

striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

ANTHEM “Aspire” Resounding Joy

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8
A reading from Micah.

'Hear what the L.ORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
*Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lorp,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the L.orp has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

3“0 my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
*For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Mirtam.
0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lorp.”

S«With what shall I come before the LorD,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
- with calves a year old? _
"Will the Lorp be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of 0il?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
*He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the LoRrD require of you



but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 15

'1.orD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. R -
“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
SThey do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent. " o
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
A reading from First Corinthians.

1BThe message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God. YFor it is written,
“] will destroy the wisdom of the wise, .
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” |
Wyhere is the one who is wise? Whete is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? IFor since, in the wisdom
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. ’For Jews demand signs
and Greeks desire wisdom, *but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to
" Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, **but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. “For God’s foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness'is stronger than human strength.
%Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by
human standards, not many were powetful, not many wete of noble birth. *"But God
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; 2God chose what is low and despised in the world, things
that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, B30 that no one mmight boast in the
presence of God. **He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” -




"®For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God. |

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him, *Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
*“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
““Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth,
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
"“Blessed are the merciful, for they:will receive mercy. |
5“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
*“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. .
"%“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven, _ , _
"“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of
evil against you falsely on my account. “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

HYMN OF THESB# 15 Bichtrare | ELW #728

APOSTLE'S CREED o oo

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe iﬁ':jesus ChriSt, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the H_oly-Spif}i’t, fhe"holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human

community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Each prayer petition will conclude, “Merciful God,”

»

The congregation responds, “receive our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING
OFFERING SONG
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who
love you, yet in this meal you reveal the-wideness of your mercy. Use what we have

gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen. _

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. S
And also with you.,

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Tt is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn: ‘
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

thy kingdom come, thy will
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,

the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

and the power, and

COMMUNION SONG _
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Saturday, the ushers will direct you to come forward by the center aisle to receive the
bread from the pastors. Both wine and grape juice are available for communion. The
grape juice is the darker color in the middle of the tray. Gluten-free wafers are
available in the small gold dish on the paten. Those who are worshiping with us online
are invited to have bread and wine or juice available for worship, and we will
commune you at the end of communion.

Sunday, communion will be distributed at the rail. Please come forward by the center
aisle and go to the right side of the rail. Receive the wafer and the wine (lighter color
in the outer rings) or grape juice (darker color in the inner rings) and pause a moment
before returning to your seai by the side aisle. Communion will be continuous, so as a

space opens up, please fill that space. Gluten-free wafers are available in the small
gold dish on the paten.

There are baskets at the end of the front pews where you can deposit your cups as you
return to your seat.



COMMUNION HYMNS “Let Us Go Now to the Banquet” ELW #523
' “Let Streams of Living Justice” ELW #710

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of
his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with
delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we

have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for
praise * bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN  “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” ELW #551
DISMISSAL o

Go in peace. Do justice. L.ove mercy.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Liturgical music from Now the Feast and Celebration. © Copyright 1990 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago,
1L 60638, International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission of OneLicense.nct A-731185.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright € 2026. Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012199, Seripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by

perission, All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission.



THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers Steve & Karin Schmeink
Reader Becky johnson
Communion Assistant | Carol Kuehl
Counters Not yet determined

SUNDAY . | 9:00 am Worship Service

Ushers Mike & Annette Tomlinson
Reader Mike Tomlinson
Communion Assistant | Not yer determined
Counters Mary Ann Anderson & Carol Roe
Cheir Director Susan Becker
Organist Susan Becker
Jubilation Leader Neal Becker
Online Streaming Craig Bloomingdale, Lucas Golinghorst,
Crew Scott LaPlante, & Kevin Zidarich







Fourth Sunday after Epiphany &, February 1, 2026

Something Bigger Than Us

he beatitudes could easily be read as a list of rewards and consequences,

and the kind of behaviors that will merit one or the other. We are well
accustomed to understanding the world in such terms. Children receive
rewards for good behavior. Students earn awards or scholarships. Athletes win
medals or trophies. Success is a ladder we climb and, if we’ve done our part,
our job is rewarded in the end. | .

Jesus talks about a great reward, but it’s not one we can earn. On a closer
look, the nature of many of the so-called “blessings” in the beatitudes is as
much about what is done to us as about anything we do for ourselves. Jesus
begins his sermon by going up the mountain, but his words push us not to new
heights but to greater depths. Poverty of spirit, mourning, meekness, hunger,
thirst, and persecution—these are not behaviors to strive toward for a reward.
Instead, they are circumstances in which we can find ourselves when the
ladder we've been climbing falls to the ground. Alternatively, to be merciful
or pure in heart or a peacemaker is to choose to get off the ladder altogether
for the sake of something bigger than our small selves.

The beatitudes as a whole suggest that Jesus wants more for us than simply
collecting a heavenly prize in the end. His blessings assure us that all along the
way, no matter our circumstances, we have an inherent, God-given dignity that
no one and nothing can strip from us. At the table of Christ, all who hunger
and thirst for righteousness are filled. This meal isn’t awarded to us for a job
well done. Rather, it feeds us for the work still to be done, that of sharing God’s
mercy and peace with others.

Gaver: Sermon on the Mount by Jorge Cocco Santdngelo. Copytight @ Jorge Cocco Santdngelo. All rights reserved, Usad by permission of the artist.

Scrlpture quotations from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Editlon. Gopyright @ 2021 National Gouncll of Ghurches of Ghrist in the Unlted Statas of Amarica. Used by permlsslon. All rights
reserved worldwlde. Revised Common Lectionary sopyright @ 1992 by the Gonsultation on CGommon Texts {GCT), admin, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permisslon. Plaase visit
our wehalte at www.augsburgfortress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Printed in U.S.A. 20260201-EPI4 ITEMO14704 ELCA-L



As We Gather at Your Table
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - t'ry known.
may we still  be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as  we join with saints and an-gels to re-peat the  sound-ing  joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Ji., b. 1944

Music: IN BABILONE, Oude cn Niemwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, V710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carel Stream, I1. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Used with permission of OngLicense.net A-731185,



Blest Are They
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Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-7311835.




Let Us Go Now to the Banquet

Vamos todos al banguete

Refrain/ Estribillo
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Text: Guillermo Cuéllar, b, 1933, Misa E{mﬁulﬂr salvadorefia; tr. Bret
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Music: VAMOS TODOS AL BANQU

una mesa donde _haya igualdad,
irabajando y luchando juntos,
compartiendo la propiedad. Estribillo

Hesla, b, 1957, and William Dexheimer Phamis, b. 1936
Guillermo Cuéllar, b, 1955

Text and msic @ 1994, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www,glamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved, Usad by pertmssion,
Used with permissien of OneLicense.net A-731185,



Let Streams of Living Justice
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on your loom of time en - roll us tll our thread of life is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make 1lib - er - ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow’r
O great weav -er of our fab - ric, bind church andworld in  one;

In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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S f '

a - bol -ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.

dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
life—the Cru - ci - fied.

your  truth-—the heart of

Texi: William Whitla, b, 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 18741934

Text @ 1989 Willlam Whitla.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731183.

strang il 94

your




The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
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1 The Spir-it sends  us forth to  serve;, we g0 in
2 We go to com - fort those who mown and set the
3 We go to  be the hands of Christ, to scat - ter
4 Then let us  go to serve  in peace, the gos -~ pel
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Je - sus’ name to bring glad fid -~ ings
bur - dened free; where hope is dim, to
joy like seed and, all our days, to
to pro - claim. God’s Spir - it has em
g? 5 Pm J = i 7 J ' I
41 - ? il P |
\JJ ! ; !’ d : o ™ 7r
to the poor, God’s fa - vor to pro - claim.
share a dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov. - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we 20 in le - sus’  name.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b, 1939
Music: CHESTERFIELD, ater. Thomas Haweis, 17341820
Text @ 1993 Delores Bufner, admin, OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Used with permission of OneLicense.net -731185.



FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
‘Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: (563) 285-450 Email: fmtheidndge@netms net

GRACE ~ CIFED  FAIH = LIFED Fourth Sunday after Eplphany
(CALLED 10 SHAREw, SEEK AND SERVE CHRIST. January 31 & February 1, 2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God’s love and grace as revealed to us

~ through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about’ the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take. -
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faith!utheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their
use. :

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS'-’ iNTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES'-’ HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of younextto

the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the call to worship. '

If you are interested in providing altar flowers, please sign up on the
. bulletin board in the narthex, or by using the link on our web site,
www.faithlutheraneldridge.com

Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

| Stévé"-l\"/lixdorf And_e'rson Sear_S | M_arilyh Linda

Y Henry Storjohann June Mepham Keliy Donna
Patty Denner Anna Mundy James Julie
Barb Conklen Rebecca Casson Cindy Judy
Meyer Mixdorf LindaDemuth ~ Thad

Cheryl Torey Cherri Grimes Dave




Join us on Sunday, February 15,
for our monthly congregational
',j breakfast following the 9 am
worship service. A sign up sheet
) is on the bulletin board in the

~ welcome area.

Youth Mission Trip Upda‘te |

- Our youth are raising funds for this summetr’s mission trip to New
Haven, Connecticut with their annual Super Bowl Sandwich and
Caramel Chex Mix Sale. Paper order forms are available on the
Welcome Center, and an online form can be
found on our Facebook page.

Pick-up will be on Super Bowl weekend, February 7 and 8, around the
warship services. Order forms are due by noon on Sunday, February
1. Subs are $8 and caramel snack mix is $12 per gallon bag. We look
forward to helping to provide your Super Bowl Sunday treats. Thank
you in advance for your support

| e 'Ash Wednesday - Wednesday, February 18 -
%§ It is hard to believe that Lent is just around the corner, but Ash
~8 Wednesday is on February 18. Please join us for a soup supper at 5:30
pm in the Fellowship Hall served by our Confirmation Students. We then gather for
worship, including imposition of ashes and Holy Communion at 7:00 pm.

If you would like to provide food items for the soup supper, a signup is available on the
bulletin board in the narthex.

\\gcofr&o C . o © &pecial Concert

Guest Choir Concert featuring North Seett Sngers
‘North Scott Singers “
North Scott Smgers from the high school has earned reglonal

recognition as one of six high school choirs selected from a ten-state area to perform
at the Midwestern Choral Directors Conference in Milwaukee on February 26. In
preparation for the event, they are presenting their concert program at Faith for our
congregation and neighbors on Sunday, February 22, at 5:00 pm in the Sanctuary.
Some of our own former Children’s Choir members are now members of North Scott
Singers! Please plan to attend and give them a warm welcome!




If you would like to participate in the Sacred Self-Care devotional study, please
& sign up on the bulletin board by February 8. This will help us with the book
order. Thank you!

Mark, Your Calendars ‘* |
Cheeseburger In Paradise Potluck will be held in the Fellowship Hall
| on Saturday, February 28, 2025! The Fellowship Team will provide cheeseburgers,

| condiments, table service and drinks. Please sign up by February 15, 2026, either on
 the bulletin board or on-line and include what side dish you plan to bring, so we can
| plan accordingly for the cheeseburgers! There will be games for the kids to play. Sign
| up in the Gathering Space. Hope to see you all therel — The Fellowship Team

N We need communion assistants, readers and ushers
."WQRSHlp! weekly. Please signup to assist in worship any way

that you are able. Please consider volunteering and
sign up on the bulletin board to help our Faith Family heads complete the worship
schedule. Thank you! Nina Looney, Worship & Music Team Leader

) ‘;’ring The 2026 Offering Envelopes are on the Welcome Center counter. Please

_DVG!OPGS contact Rhonda Webber if you have not had envelopes before, but would
like some for the new year.

Do you knit, crochet,-or quilt?' The May 2026 Synod Assémbly will be
collecting donations of prayer shawls and lap quilts. We would like to
| send several of these items with our pastors and delegates to the assembly. If you

Ka0n

TS B

have any questions or need a prayer shawl pattern, contact Linda Szemkus .

January 24 & 25 - 5:00 pm: 30, 9:00 am: 71, Online: 54, Total: 155




Saturday, January 31
5:00 pm - Worship in Sanctuary &
Online

Sunday, February 1

9:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
10:15am  Fellowship

10:15am  Sunday School

Monday, February 2 Office Closed
6:00 pm Lions Club '

Tuesday, February 3 Office 9am-12 noon

1:00 pm  Bible Study
5:30pm  Food Pantry
6:30pm  VFW
6:30 pm.  Jubilation

Wednesday, February 4

10:45 am  Resounding Joy

5:15 pm Confirmation Meal

5:45 pm Confirmation Conversations

Wednesday, February 4 (Continued)
6:00 pm People of Praise |
7:00. pm High School Youth

~ Thursday, February 5 -

1:00 pm Food Paniry Mtg.
6:30 pm Team Night
7:30pm  Executive Mtg.

Friday, February 6

9:30 pm Food Pantry

Saturday, February 7
Subs and Snack Mix Fundraiser
9:00am  Sub Making

5:00pm  Jubilation Worshipin

Sanctuary & Online

Sunday, February 8 Souper Bd__uyl Sunday
Subs and Snack Mix Fundraiser -

'9:00am Jubitation Worship.in

Sanctuary
10:15am  Fellowship
10:15am  Sunday School

- 4:00 pm 4H

liaStor'Carrle and Paster Heather are available for Pastoral Care, but
we need your help to know when and where thati is needed Please
contact us at the church office at (563) 285-4501. For after-hour

PAGTORAL CARE I @mergencies, please contact Pastor Carrie at (641) 275-1326 or
& COUNSELING - Pastor Heather at (563) 639- 9606 :

‘MISSIONARY SPONSORSHIP
There are many sponsorship opportunities available in 2026. The cost for sponsorship is $45/
month each for our Compassion Children John Chima and Denisse Grefa and $45/month for
the Bencke family. You can sign up online on Faith’s web page, in person on the bulletin
board, or by calling the church office. Thank you for your support! -




