


Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Bulletin insert

Saturday, August 16, 2025 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday, August 17, 2025 ~ g:00 am

GATHERING SONG “How Firm a Foundation” ' ELW #796

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal
for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and,
following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:23-29

2Am | a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? *Whda can hide in secret places
so that | cannot see them? says the LORD. Do | not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. *1
have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “1 have

 dreamed, | have dreamed!” *How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—
those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? “They plan to

- make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their
ancestors forgot my name for Baal. *Let the prophet who has a dream teli the dream, but
let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with
wheat? says the LORD. ®is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that

. breaks a rock in pieces? '

The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 82

1God stands to charge the divine council assembled,
giving judgment in the midst of the gods:
2«How long will you judge unjustly,
and show favor to the wicked?
3Save the weak and the orphan;
defend the humble and needy;
“rescue the weak and the poor;
deliver them from the power of the wicked.
They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.




*Now 1say to you, ‘You are gods,

and all of you children of the Most High;
"nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,

and fall like any prince.””
®Arise, O God, and rule the earth,

for you shal! take all nations for your own.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:2G--12:2

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. **By faith the walls of Jericho fell after
they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with
those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

2 And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets-—-33wh0 through faith conquered
kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, *quenched
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty
in war, put foreign armies to flight. SWomen received their dead by resurrection. Others
were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. %0thers
suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. ' They were stoned to
death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of
sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—>2of whom the world was not worthy.
They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

Pyet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was

promised, ““since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us,
be made perfect. '

Zrherefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us, *looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for
the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and
has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

The word of the Lord. |
Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Luke 12:49-56
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[esus said:] *“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled! 3]
have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress | am under until it is completed!
*'Do you think that | have come to bring peace to the earth? No, | tell you, but rather



division! **From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two
against three; “they will be divided:

father against son

and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

**He also said o the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately
say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. *And when you see the south wind blowing, you
say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. *8You hypocrites! You know how to
interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the
present time?”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY “When Pain of the World Surrounds Us” ELW #704

COMMUNION HYMNS “Come, Let Us Eat” ELW #491
“God, When Human Bonds Are Broken” - ELW #603

SENDING SONG “| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW #815

Thank you to those who share in our worship services!

Saturday Evening Service Sunday Morning Service
Ushers Brad and Janet Merrick Mary Moore &Carof Roe
Reader : Mike Tomlinson Michael Strom
Communion Assistants Carol Kueht Michael Strom
Counters Gary & Joni King & Kay Watson ~ Mary Ann Anderson & Carol Roe
Organists Teri Wittkowski &Susan Becker

Online Streaming Team Lucas Golinghorst, Scott La Plante, & Kevin Zidarich



How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, [ am with vyou, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When  through fi - 'ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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18 laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still  give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, e -~ ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What  more can he  say than to  you he has  said
Pll stength - en  you, help  you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not  hurt you; 1 on - ly de - sign
| and then, when gray hairs shall their tem -~ ples a - dom,
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who un - to the Sav - dor for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
| like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borme”
Text: . Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt,
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American




When Pain of the World Surrounds Us
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1 When pain of the world sur - rounds ws  with datk-ness and de -
2 We see with ., fear and (rem - bling our ach -ing world in
3 The church is a ho - ly ves - sel the liv-ing wa - ters
4 We  praise you .. for our jour - ney and your a - bun-dant
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spair, when  search ~ ing just con - founds us with
need, con - fess - ing to each oth - er our
il to nour - ish all the peo - ple, God’s
grace, your sav - ing word that guid - ed a
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false hopes ev-'ry - where, when lives are starved for mean - ing and
waste-ful - ness and greed. May we with stead-fast car - ing the
pur - pose to ful - fill. May we with hum - ble cour - age be
strug - gling hu-man race. O God, with all cre - a - tion, your
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des - ti - ny is  bare, we are called to fol-low Je - sus and
hun-gry chil-dren feed. We are called to fol-low Je - sus and
o - pen to God’s will. We are called to fol-low Je - sus and
fu - ture we em - brace. We are called to fol-low Je - sus and
Db .
£ L. 1.r. P |
“SL) - — i 0 ) (o XK
let God’s heal - ing flow through us.
let God’'s jus - tice flow through us.
let God’s Spir - it flow through us.
let God’s chang - es tlow through us.

Text: Jim Sirathdee, b, 1941
Music: CALLED TO FOLLOW, Jim Strathdee
Taxt and music @ 1978 Desert Flower Musie. www.strathdeemusic.com.

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.




0 Leader or All

Come, Let Us Eat

R

Music: A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, adapt,
Text sts. 1-3 and tune @ Lotheran World Federation; text st. 4 and music adapt, © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4, admin. Augsburg Fortress,

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.
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1 Come, let us cat, for now the feast is spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured,
3 In Je - sus’  pres -ence now we  meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word,
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come, let us cat, for now the feast is  spread.
come, let us drink, for now the  wine 1is  poured.
in Je - sus’  pres - ence now we meet and  rest.
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y  word.
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Our Lord’s bod - y let wus take to - geth - er
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - e,
In the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the king - dom,
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our Lord’s bod - y let ug take to - geth - en
Je - sus’ blood poured let wus drink to - geth - er
in  the pres - ence of our Lord we  gath - er
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the  king - dom.

Text: Billerna Kwillia, b, 1923, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret . Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.



God, When Human Bonds Are Broken
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1 God, when hu - man bonds are bro - ken and we lack the
2 Through that still -~ ness, with your Spir - it come in - to our
3 You in us  are bruised and bro - ken: hear us as @ we
4 Send us, God of new be - gin - nings, hum - bly hope - ful
5 Give us faith to be more faith - ful, give us hope to
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love  or skill o re - store the hope of heal - ing,
world of  stress, for the sake of Christ for - giv - ing
seek re - lease from  the pain of ear - lier liv - ing;
n - to life.  Use us as a means of bless - ing:
be  more true, give us  love to go on learn - ing:
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give us grace and make us still.
all the fail - ures we con - fess.
set us free and grant us peace.
make us stton - ger, give us faith.
God, en - cour -  age and re - new!

Text: Fred Kaan, b, 1929

Music: MERTON, Williaro H. Monk, 18231889
Text @ 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights resexved. Used by permission.

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.



I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

| Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b, 1934
| Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
i Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Used with permission of OneLicense.nct <731183.
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t I  want to walk as a child of the light. I want to
2 1 want to see. .. the bright-ness of God. I  want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of Christ I want to
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fol - low Je - Sus. God set the stars to  give
look  at Je - Sus. Clear Sun of  righ-teous-ness,
be with Je - Sus. When we have run. . .. with
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - SUS.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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In him there is no  dark-ness at all. The night and the
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¢cit -y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.







FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday S am
Telephone: (563) 285-4501 Email: faitheldridge @netins.net
www.faithlutheraneldridge.com

GrACE = GiD rATH = WAED
€CALLED TO SHAREs SEEK AND SERVE €CHRISTa

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God’s love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldricige.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their
use.

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to

the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the cali to worship.

The flowers on the altar are given by Brad & Janet Merrick in celeb'ration. of
their 41st Wedding Anniversary.

The flowers on the bapt]smal font are given by the La Plante Family in
celebration of Abby’s 18th baptism birthday.

T you are interested in providing altar flowers, please sign up on the bulletin
Flowers This Week D00rd in the narthex, or by using the link on our web site,
www.faithlutheraneldridge.com

| TruSﬁhg that God hears our prayers, we keep these people
and all who are in need in our prayers.

Kathy Stottz Barb Conklen © Christina Nelson
Steve Mixdorf Meyer Mixdorf Marilyn

Henry Storjohann Cheryl Torey Kelly

Jim Schneider Anderson Sears James

Gary Oerman June Mepham Debby

Brianne Tallyn Anna Mundy Kyle

Patty Denner Rebecca Casson Cindy

Kim Pierce Bryce Nelson




cﬁé T}Eff@ Blessing of Backpacks, Teachers, & School Workers

ie;’z?_ 7% = Onthe weekend of August 23 and 24, we invite all children and youth who
e B ? are starting back to school to bring their backpacks to worship at 5:00 pm on
Saturday or 9:00 am on Sunday. During the Children’s message, we will do a
, blessing of backpacks to pray God’s blessing on the backpacks and on the
children who will wear them this year. We will then offer a blessing over the teachers,
administrators, bus drivers, janitors, kitchen staff and others as they prepare to head back to
school, We hope that you will join us for this celebration of the new year!

High School Faith Milestone—Blessing of the Keys
As our children begin high school, there are many milestones that they
will begin to come across. One of those milestones is learning to drive,
from getting the permit to driver's ed to getting a license. We would like
to help these youth and parents to mark that milestone in worship with a "Blessing of the
Keys". On Sunday, August 24, during the 9:00 am worship service, we will invite any High
School students who are new drivers to come forward with their parents as we pray over them
and provide them with a small token to mark this time in their lives. We will also be providing
each family with a sample "contract” which can help families to have conversation around

proper use of the car. We hope that all of our new drivers and their families will be present for
this milestone as we begin this new school year. -

Join with others as our church welcomes children kindergarten through 6th
grade to "Friday Fun Club" the last early dismissal Friday of each month. The
First Friday Fun Club event of the new school year will be on AUGUST 29.-
Volunteers are needed in Arts & Crafts, Storytime, Music, Game time and Snack
time. Donations of supplies and snack items are also needed.

Funziib A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board at church or call Mary Moore at
285-7223 to volunteer.

Friday

AL

QUNDAY The new school year is approaching and we would like to reach out for donations

%%g% for craft supplies again this year! Our Sunday School teachers and Fun Club

i i5svs#5 Volunteers would be so appreciative and grateful for your donations! Following is
=D 5 |ist of supplies needed. Markers (Washable and Regular), which are also used

for the FOC lunch bags. Tacky Glue (We have plenty of Elmer’s and glue sticks).

Popsicle/craft sticks (natural and colored). Wiggly Eyes [ and Buttons.

2> Construction paper and plain white paper plates.

There will be a basket under the coat rack to accept any donation you would like to make.

Thank you so much for your help and generosity!

%‘ August 9 & 10: 5:00 pm: 37, 9:00 am:61, Online:66, Total: 164

ATTENDANCE




Worship at the Qutdoor Chapel has returned. Join us every Sunday morning,
beginning June 22, through August 31. If the weather does not cooperate, we will
move worship inside to Fellowship Hall. Please bring a lawn chair and join us outside
this summer on Sunday mornings.

With People of Praise, Jubilation, and Resounding Joy taking a well-deserved
i | Dreak for the summer, there are many opportunities upcoming to provide
ggln%% special music. If you are interested in sharing your time and talentin a

musical way during June, July, or August, at either the Saturday evening or
Sunday morning worship service, we'd fove to hear you! Contact our Music Director, Sue
Becker, at susan.becker1995@gmail.com, or (563) 386-2896 to schedule a time. Thank you in
advance for enriching our worshipl

‘ North Scott Community Feed Our Children Ministry

Feed Our Children Ministry will provide a free lunch opportunity to children in the

& North Scott community during summer break. Our goal is to provide a free
nutritious funch to children in our community through this twice a week ministry, on

Tuesdays and Thursdays from June 10th — August 21st, 2025.

To volunteer hitps://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4DACAC23A7F85-56460952-2025
Thank you! The North Scott Feed Qur Children Ministry Team

Saturday, August 16 Friday, August 22
5:00 pm Worship in Fellowship Hall & 9:30 am Food Paniry

' Online Saturday, August 23 Backpack Blessing
Sunday, August 17 5:00 pm Worship in Fellowship Hali &
9:00 am Worship Outdoors Online

10:15am  Fellowship Sunday, August 24 Backpack Blessing

Mondlay, August 18 Office Closed 9:00 am Worship Outdoors

Tuesday, August 19 10:15 am Fellowship

10:00 am Feed Qur Children
5:30 pm Food Pantry

Wednesday, August 20

Thursday, August 21
10:00 am Feed Our Children




August 17, 2025 &, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

It's So Confusing

ntering someone else’s conversation halfway through can be disorienting. You

don’t know the context, and you’re confused about the background, so you
can’t really make heads or tails of what’s being discussed. Today’s gospel reading
is kind of like that experience. It’s so confusing to hear Jesus talk like this!

But if we’re honest with ourselves, we know our world is already full of the
divisions Jesus describes. Political divisions have only deepened. Religious divi-
sions cause people to talk over one another. We encounter racial divisions that
we're afraid to talk about or even acknowledge, and economic divisions that
isolate people according to status and means. Yes, our world is already full of
divisions. And what about the tone of this gospel reading? Jesus’ sayings are so
provocative! With the kind of rhetoric being thrown around in our world today,
do we need more alarming words?

When we look closely at the reading and pay attention to the context, we
can get a better idea of what exactly Jesus is proposing in these inflammatory
sayings. Notice the divisions he mentions here: divisions within families. In the
context of the ancient world, the family was the central unit of connection and
the source of your identity. The family told you who you were and how you could
(or could not) operate.

It is into that kind of ordering, the foundation of identity, that Jesus brings
disruption. His point is that in the kingdom of God, whether you were born
into wealth or poverty, a family of prestige .or one of pandemonium, you are
God’s beloved child. The message of God in Christ breaks up the social boxes
and social games of this world, erasing the dividing lines we already set up for
ourselves.

In the death and resurrection of Christ, we're all united in God’s family,
enjoying a new ordering of identity that breaks down what divides us.

Cover: Defender by Christina Saj. Capyright @ Christina Saj. All rights reserved. www.sal.art Used by permisslon of the artist,
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