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FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest

Ash Wednesday

March 5, 2023
7:00 p.m.

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting
and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and
return to the earth. At the same fime, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly
marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent (o return to God,
we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to
 inake our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to
our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the
world.

~GATHERING~
Worshipers gather in silence.

GataErRING Hymn  Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church ELW#321

GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Praver OF THE DAY

Let us pray. - .

Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life,
creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness,
and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

First READING Joel 2:1-2; 12-17
A reading from Joel:

IBlow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LorD is coming, it is near—-a day
of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread
upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like has never been
from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come.



Yet even now, says the LorD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with
weeping, and with mourning; "rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to
the LoRrD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding
in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. "Who knows whether he will not turn

and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for
the Lorp, your God?

PBlow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the
people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even
infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.

"Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep.
Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lorp, and do not make your heritage a

mockery, a byword among the nations, Why should it be said among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?” ”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psaim : Psalm 51:1-17
(Read responsively)

*Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

*Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my offenses,

 and my sin is ever before me.

*Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

*Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, '
a sinner from my mother’s womb,

“Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.

"Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.

*Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.

*Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.

°C'reate in me a clean heart, O God,

’ and renew a right spirit within me.

1 Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.




ZRestore to me the joy of your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

31 ,et me teach your ways to offenders,
and sinners shall be restored to you.

“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.

30 Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

*¥or you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.
You are not pleased with burnt offering,.

"The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
A reading from Second Corinthians:

Chapter 5
2064 entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2IF¥or our sake he made

him to be sin who knew 1o sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.

Chapter 6
As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in
vain. “For he says, \ ' : |
"At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation I have helped you."
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! “We are putting no
obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, "but as
servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great
endurance, in afflictions, hardshif?s, calamities, >beatings, imprisonments, tiots,
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; °by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness
of spirit, genuine love, 'truthful speech, and the QoWer of God; with the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; *in honor and dishonor, in ill repute
and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; %as unknown, and yet
are well known; as dying, and see — we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed;
045 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, and yet possessing everything. ’
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM To Dust People of Praise



GoOSsPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
The holy gospel according to Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 'Beware of practicing your piety before others in order
to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

*So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be pralsed by others. Truly
I tell you, they have received their reward But when you give alms, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing, “so that your alms may be done in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. >And whenever you pray,
do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and
at the street corners, S0 that they may be scen by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. “But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door

and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

'® And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocntes for they disfigure
their faces so as to show others that they are fas’ung Truly I tell you, they have
recewed their reward. '"But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,

%50 that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume
and where thieves break in and steal; **but store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in
and steal. 2'For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HymN or THE DAy Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song ELW #808

InviTaTION TO LENT

CONFESSION OF SiN wrTH IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven,



that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault,
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to
the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our
lives, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess
fo you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,
we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice
and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come
after us, we confess fo you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a
sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord -
Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

People may come forward fo receive the ashes.
Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.




ANTHEM Remember You are Dust People of Praise

After those who desire ashes have received them, all may sit, and the minister
continues.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

PrAYERS oF THE CHURCH
SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING

OFFERING SONG Create in Me
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Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 16701739

OrrerRING PRAYER

Tar GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you

Lift up your hearts.
We iift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
1t is right to give our thanks and praise,

PrevackE aND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Lorp’s PravER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven, Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us

from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen '

COMMUNION SONG - Lamb of God
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! O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin - of all the world a - way;
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CEESIES RS s
you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us
e - fer-nal

free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.




TrE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we inviie all present to participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifis of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do noi
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion may
come forward for a blessing. Those who are unable to come forward for communion,
please let an usher know, and we will bring communion 0 you.

The ushers will direct you to come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread from
the pastors. Gluten-free wafers are available in the small gold dish on the paten. Both
wine and grape juice are available for communion. The grape juice is the darker color
in the middle of the tray. There are baskeis at the end of the front pews where you can
deposit your cups as you return to your seat. Those who are worshiping with us online
are invited to have bread and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune
you at the end of communion. '

CommunionN Hymns In the Singing ELW #466
Be Thou My Vision ELW #793

PravEr AFTER COMMUNION

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to
set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish

the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BiessinG
DismissaL

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Foriress Liturgies Annual License #3AS5012199.



THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

Ash Wednesday Worship Service

Ushers: Jim & Donna Gruenhagen

Readers: Jim Gruenhagen

Communion: Mary Ann Anderson & Donna Gruenhagen
Counters: Chelsey Dingbaum & Kelly Penning
Organists: Teri Wittkowski & Susan Becker

Choir Director Susan Becker

Online Streaming Crew

Lucas Golinghorst, Kevin Zidarich &
Scott LaPlante




Midweek Lenten Worship

Lent can be a somber scason of the church year. It begins with an ashen sign of mortality
and sin. Bright colors turn to deep purples, alleluias fall silent, and we ponder what fo
give up this year. Easter, on the other hand, is obviously joyful. Bells ring, alleluias
echo, white and gold shine brightly, and every single candle is lit. Jesus is risen, and so
are the daffodils, hyacinths, and lilacs. Joy clearly belongs to Easter.

During the season of Lent, cach Wednesday, during our Lenten Evening Prayer Service,
we will use Holden Evening Prayer and will experience a {ive-part Lenten drama series,
“Conversations at the Pearly Gates.” We will listen in on thought-provoking and
sometimes humorous discussions regarding Heaven and Hell (known as “The Other

Place”) amongst several characters who have just arrived at the Pearly Gates. The theme
for cach week will be:

Ash Wednesday: Imposition of Ashes

Week 1: “God’s Grace in Place”

Week 2: “Waiting in the Last Line”

Week 3: “Door #1, Door #2, or...7”

Week 4: “I'm Not a Physicist, But [ Know What Maiters”
Week 5: “The Pearly Gates: Film at Eleven”

Tn addition to our weekly Lenten worship services, we have weekly Lent devotion and
study guides available on the Welcome Center at the Church,

We hope that you will join us on this Lenten journey as we seek that God-given joy that
is richer and more nuanced than sheer happiness.



Ash Wednesday &, Marchb5, 2025

A Celebration of Mortality

emember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” These words will

be spoken in congregations and communities around the world today as
Christians gather to remember our collective mortality with a smudge of ashes
on our foreheads. Facing the reality of death can feel grim, and to go as far as
to celebrate our mortality can feel countercultural in every way. Yet, perhaps it
is in remembering our mortality, our frailty, and our limits that we find true
freedom.

On Ash Wednesday, we are set free from our striving to be God. We are
set free from the expectation that we are somehow superhuman. We can lay
down the false hope that achievement, fame, wealth, popularity, or being
“good enough” can save us from our inevitable end. We are freed from our
endless attempts to convince ourselves or others that we are right or perfect or
holy or that we have it all together. Instead, we get to exhale as we remember
that we are nothing but human. We are creatures of the dust, and despite our
striving, our convincing, our appearance-making, despite every attempt at
maximizing our time or our money or climbing whatever ladder we are trying
to climb . . . we are dust, and to dust we shall return.

Ash Wednesday invites us to take our rightful place with the rest of
creation. After all, God is God, and we are not. And yet, God sees our dusty
human selves and calls us “good” (Genesis 1:27, 31). Christ enters into our very
human, very mortal lives and makes us holy, giving us the gift of abundant and
eternal life. We have already been made new. We have already been declared
good. We have all we need, and now we are freed to simply live.

But first, we remember the dust. And we remember the One who formed
us from the dust and who will meet us when we return to dust at the end.

Cover: Person holding torn paper heart by Rawpixel.com. Copyright @ 2023 Shutterstock. Used by permission.

Readings ara from the New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Coundl of the Chirehas of Chrlst in the Linited
States, Revised Common Lectionary copyright @ 1992 by the Gensultation on Gommon Texts {CCT), admin. Augshurg Fortress, All rights reserved. Usad by permission, Please vislt our webslte at
www.augshurgfortress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
Gopyright @ 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reservad., May not be reproduced. Printed in U.S.A. 20250305-A5H ITEMD13537 ELCA-L




Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church
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1 B - ter - nal Lord of love, be - hold your church
2 So dai - ly dy - ing to the way of self,
3 If dead in  you, S0 in  you we a - tise,
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walk - ing once more the pil - grim way of Lent,
S0 dai - ly liv - ing in  your way of love,
you the first - born of all the faith - ful dead;
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led by your cloud by day, by night your fire,
we  walk the road, Lord Je - sus, that you trod,
and as through ston - y ground the gteen shoots break,
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moved by your love ~and toward your pres - ence Dbent:
know - ing our - selves bap - tized in - to your death:
glo - rious in spring - time dress  of  leat and flow’r,
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far  off yet here— the goal of all de -  sire.
SO we are dead and live with you in God.
SO in - to life and glo - ry shall we wake.

Text: Thomas H. Cain, 1931-2003

Music: QLD 124TH, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
Text @ Thomas H. Cain. Used by permission of estate.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.




Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song

Jésus, je voudrais te chanter

) &
0 AT r | ¥ P §
o
- [ ]
~ R e e I :
.r... ,,6..
1 Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - ter sur ma rou - e
I Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as 1  jowr - ney;
2 Lord Je - sus, I'll  praise you as fong as I  jour - ey
3 As long as I live, Je-sus, make me your ser ~  vant,
4 1 fear in the dark and the doubt of my jour - ey,
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Jé - sus, je vou -drais tan-non-cer & mes voi-Sins par - loul,
rn tell ev-'ry - bod - a - bout you wher-ev - er I  go
May all of my joy be a faith-ful re - flec-tion of you.
to car - ry your cross and to share all your bur-dens and fears.
but cour-age will come with the sound of your steps by my side.
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car ftoi  seul es la  vie el la paix et l'a - mour:
you a - lone are our life and our peace and our Jove,
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.
For you saved me by giv - ing your bod - y and blood.
And with all of the fam - ’ly you saved by your love,
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Jé - sus, jJe vou - drais fe chan - ter sur ma rou - fe.
Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as I jour - ney.
Lord Je - sus, Pl praise you as long as 1 jour - ney.
As long as 1 live, Je-sus, make me yowr ser - vant
we’ll sing to your dawn af the end of ow jour - ney
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Text: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Communit

3 ir. Stephen Semerville, b, 1931

Music: LES PRTITES SOEURS, Les Petiles Soeurs de Jésns and L'Arche Comaunily
Text and muslc @1987 Les Petltes Soeurs de Jésus, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Te. @ 1970 Stephen Somerville, admin, Augsburg Fortess,
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.




In the Singing
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1 In the sing-ing, in the si-lence, in the hands ex-pect-ant, o - pen,
2 In the ques-tion, in the an-swer, in the mo-ment of ac - cept-ance,
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in the bless-ing, in the break-ing, in your pres-ence at this ta - ble,
in the heart’s cry, in the heal-ing, in the c¢ir-cle of your peo-ple,
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Je - sus Christ, Je - sus Christ, be the wine of grace;
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Je - sus  Christ, Je - sus Christ, be the bread of peace.

Text: Shivley Ereva Murray, b, [931
Music: BREAD OF PBACE, Carlton R. Young, b. 1924

Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carcl Steean, IL 60188, All rights reserved, Used by permission.

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.




Be Thou My Vision
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I Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my tuwe  word;
3 Rich-es 1 heed mnot, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of  my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y wor,
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naught be all else to e, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her ~ 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may 1  reach heav -en's joys, O  heav - en’s Sunt
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first n my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be -~ fall,
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wak ~ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence  my light.
raise thoun me heav’n-ward, O Powr of  my POW’™.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er  of all.

Text: Irish, $th cent.; vers. Bleanor H. Full, 18601933, ale; fr. Mary E. Byrae, {880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional



