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First Sunday in Lent

Saturday, March &, 2025 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday, March 9, 2025 ~ 9:00 am

These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time (o refurn to the
God who rescues, to receive the gifls of God’s grace, to believe with the heart and
confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and io resist tempiation at
every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a struggle
Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine,
water and word, will uphold and sustain us.

PRELUDE “No Other Name” Jubilation
GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP “Round the Table” vw.1&2
Lawry Olson
J Hans Pelerson
- 86 -
C F
f st € et AEI“ G‘ )
s ¥ :;9 E PO } Pyt :f
e — 2 g B 5 : = g
& f’ d g"@ : & [@ o ”
Come to-geth-er 'round the ta - ble, Come and faste the  won ~.der,
vl 61 ol Yy h«ﬁl - 1
: S B @
P W 1 - i%
¥ - J‘&_@—"
C F . T
A -~ : C .A m F G C
X 1% g i:af : . -
o) @ I ™ o 5 . L g R A
Fo Por A =
a4 healng touch and a deep connec-tion from the liv-ing  cen-ter of it all.
| %J\J ! CJN b A
632 R A - -+ gl— Tl
-~ \ + . — et 1 ¥
1

@i e

ir

l

(2]

[‘;‘

¢l



-
I

ot time Fi F C Dm7 CIE
p Last time Fine P ) | .
o ¥ et f - B 2 DL i T T
1rms ' + y gy f !
5 R B . B e ey S o 1Y B
e ¢ — ~¥g ¢ ¢ @ 5 @@:ﬂt o TTECE 8T
L4 o -
Seek-ing meaning on  the run you try and save the day.
Bring a friend or en - e - my or one you hold or blame.
Hear cre - a ~ tion  groan for  life. Will hate and hun-ger cease?
N7 o }
e " 1 . i
gy o T - 5 CYI L !
<z : : Y 17 i ! ) i
= L8] —_=
ey = k5] =
A F C Am F
F ! !
\ o 1 | i 3 : i Y N | 1 !
A ! H I P2 rd & - IO =
L m &l ! % & P i E P
: ; T : h & ' =
R R R 3 gﬁw - 7o
E k]
. . & | o
Bot all is read - vy will  you come? Love in-viies the way.
With each oth - er we oare  one, here  in Je - sus’  name.
In the roar  of vi - o - lence the world cries Jor  peace.
| PR
Y YN N . 4 \‘JI 5
e F = 7 .
Pl b = [T« 0N IR
_— T gl {5
<>

2007 Dakoetr Road Music.
All Rights Reserved, Used by Permission.
Used by permission CCLI License No, 147863%

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 4+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not always
reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender
compassion yon have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical
hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set us
free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform our
lives and guide us again in the way of the eross. Amen,

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the

wandering ones home. In = Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s
house forever. '

Amen.



GATHERING SONG “Eagles Wings”
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CHORUS
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you,

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the
promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through
the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
A reading from Deuteronomy.

“When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of the
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LorD
your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the
Lorp your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. *You shall go to the priest
who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LorD your God
that 1 have come into the land that the LoRD swore to our ancestors to give us.’
“When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of
the Lorp your God, *you shall make this response before the Lorp your God: “A
wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as
an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mlghty and populous.
6When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on
us, "we cried to the Lorp, the God of our ancestors; the Lorp heard our voice and
saw our affliction, our toﬂ and our oppression, 8The LorD brought us out of Egypt
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and
with signs and wonders; “and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a
land flowing with milk and honey. %S0 now I bring the first of the fruit of the
ground that you, O LorD, have given me.” You shall Set it down before the L.orD
your God and bow down before the LorD your God. ' Then you, together with the
Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that
the LorD your God has given to you and to your house.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




PSALM: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

"You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty—
‘you will say to the Lorp, “My refuge and my stronghold,
my God in whom I put my trust.”
"Because you have made the LorD your refuge,
and the Most High your habitation,
“no evil will befall you,
nor shall affliction come near your dwelling,
""For God will give the angels charge over you,
to guard you in all your ways.
"Upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
BY ou will tread upon the lon cub and viper;
you will trample down the lion and the serpent.
"1 will deliver those who cling to me;
I will uphold them, because they know my name,
“They will call me, and 1 will answer them;
T will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them.
*With long life will I satisfy them,
and show them my salvation.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:8b-13
A reading from Romans.

$<The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); “because if you confess with your lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. '°For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses
“with the mouth and so is saved. }'The scripture says, “No one who beligves in him
will be put to shame.” “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same

Tord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. “For, “Everyone who
calls on the name of the Loxrd shall be saved.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Help Us O Lord”
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GOSPEL: Luke 4:1-13

The holy gospel according to Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.

Tesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in
the wilderness, *where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at
all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3The devil said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.”
*Tesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.””

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. ®And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. "If you,
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” *Jesus answered him, “It is written,

“Worship the Lord your God, |

and serve only him.”” -

*Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here,
Pfor it is written, ,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,

to protect you,’
11 and



‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
Pyesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
YWhen the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune
time.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ,

b

SERMON

ANTHEM “Renew Your Grace” Jubilation

APOSTLES’ CREED
1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s enly Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, And will come to
judge the living and the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

A brief silence.
Each prayer petition will conclude, “Lord, in your mercy,”

The congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”
SHARING OF THE PEACE

THE OFFERING
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OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the
world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing

those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen. :

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
1t is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your peonle to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name.

Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and seas, wells
and springs, we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the roc}«:.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert. pouring
out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was beirayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gavé tbanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await your salvation for all
this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your
holy church, both now and forever.

Amen, '




THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God”
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Chrisi, we invite all present to participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifts of bread and wine are welcome ai the Lord’s table. Those who do not
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion may
come forward for a blessing. Those who are unable to come forward for communion,
please let an usher know, and we will bring communion to you.

The-ushers will direct you to come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread from
the pastors. Gluten-free wafers are available in the small gold dish on the paten. Both
wine and grape juice are available for communion. The grape juice is the darker color
in the middle of the tray. There are baskets at the end of the front pews where you can
deposit your cups as you refurn to your seat. Those who are worshiping with-us online
are invited io have bread and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune
you al the end of communion,

COMMUNION ANTHEMS “By The Blood” Jubilation
“Come Just As You Are”

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new, Send us now to
set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish
the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen,

BLESSING

God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit, - bless you
now and forever.
Amen.




SENDING SONG
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“Out in the Wilderness”
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4 “You are my be-lov - ed” out in the wil - der ness.

{'} % I pp— % kY
(s e P & — r 5 P
. — $—— —& - -

driv - en by the Spir - it out in the wil-der - ness;
tempi-ed by the dev - il out in the wil-der - ness;
an - gels all a - round you out in the wil-der - ness;
“You are my be-lov - ed” out in the wil-der - ness.

)(c} % — — J ) _J
HH—2 £ '

Y] S—

when  the Spir-it  says, “Go,” you can’t say, “No.”
though you try to be strong, it’s  been SO long.
you are far. . . .from  home where wild  things roam.
When you were . . . bap - tized, you re - a lized
e — 3
(o1 ‘ ' S S SR Sy R— d =
) i
You lis - ten for the voice whenyou're bend - ed  low;
He whis - pers in  your ear and you know he’s wrong;
There’s dan - ger ev - 'ty -where  but youre not a - lone;
youd heard the voice. of God from the 0 - p'ning skies:

-8 t } 3
= = ¢ | !
RO S s = g

i
driv - en by the Spir - it out in the wil - der - ness.
tempt-ed by the dev - il out in the wil - der - ness.
an - gels all a-round you out in the wil - der - ness.
“You are my be-lov - ed” out in the wil - der - ness.

Texi: Jay Beech

Music: OUT IN THF WIL.DERNESS, Jay Beech  Used with permission of OneLicensenet A-731185.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.




THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers David & Sheila Lee
Reader Ida Weibel
Communion Assistant  |Rita Smith
Counters Mike & Rita Smith

SUNDAY 5:00 am Worship Service

Ushers Mike & Gayle Staples
Reader Mike Staples
Communion Assistant Charles Dingbaum

Counters Chelsey Dingbaum & Carol Marten
Choir Director Susan Becker
Organist Teri Wittkowski and Susan Becker

Jubilation Leader

Neal Becker

Online Streaming Crew

Lucas Golinghorst, Scott LaPlante, & Kevin
Zidarich
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First Sundayin Lent &, March9, 2025

Journeying through the Wilderness

he wilderness has captured the imaginations of artists, adventurers, and

spiritual seekers for thousands of years. It can be a place of profound self-
discovery, exploration, beauty, and solitude. It is a place of few distractions: no
commerce, no schedule, no business as usual. The wilderness can be a freeing
place that opens us up to experience life in new and profound ways.

However, the wilderness is also disorienting and lonely. The landscape can
be brutal and unforgiving. Wilderness wanderers can easily find themselves lost,
exhausted, and dirty. The unbearable heat of the day, the uncomfortable cold
of the nights, and the lack of food, water, or shade can bring people to their
breaking point. The wilderness has been a place of exile and punishment, and
a place where people’s strength, determination, and faith are put to the test.

'The complexities of the wilderness set the stage for today’s gospel story, in
which we get a glimpse of who Jesus is and who he is called to be. In the wilder-
ness, we see the depth of Jesus’ faith. Jesus is not swayed by the allure of power,
control, authority, or physical comfort. He does not buy into the tempter’s lies.
Fven in the disorientation and isolation of the wilderness, Jesus trusts in the
Spirit, who has led him to this place and who gives him the strength to live into
his call throughout his journey. /

We are at the beginning of our own journey, a Lenten season of meta-
phorical wilderness wandering. The good news is that we do not go alone. The
Spirit goes before us, behind us, beside us, and within us. Along this journey, the
many voices of the tempter may try to lure us in with power, control, authority,
or comfort. And yet, our trust and our identities lic with the One who already
defeated the tempter. We already have all we need. In Christ, we are already
loved, forgiven, and made whole, no matter where our journeys take us.

Gaver: Flowering purple bush In Kluana Natlonal Park and Reserve, Yukon, Ganada, Copyright @ DeAgostini/Superstock. Used by permlssion.

Reaadings are from the New Revisad Standard Verslan Bible with Apocrypha, copyright @ 1989 by the Divizion of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Ghrist In the Unlted
States, Revisad Common Lactionary copyright © 1992 by the Gonsultation on Cemimon Texts (CCT), admin, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved, Used by permisslon, Please visit our webslte at
www.augsburgfortress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
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FATTH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: {(563) 285-4501 Email: faitheldridge @netins.net

GracE = GiaeD TFAITH = LIFTED First Sunday in Lent
CALLED TO SHAREw SEEK AND SERVE CHRIST. March 8 &9, 2025

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God's love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.

- The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
-also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are avaiiabl_e for their
use.

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to
the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the call to worship. N

é“ i If you are interested in providing altar flowers after Lent, please sign up
T .. on the bulletin board in the narthex, or by using the link on our web site,
B www.faithiutheraneldridge.com

Altar Flower:

Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Ann Kuehl Delores Rathjen Kelly
Kathy Stoltz - EdStoltz James
Steve Mixdorf o Kim Pierce Jan
Henry Storjohann Barb Conklen Debby
Jim Schneider Mevyer Mixdorf

Gary Oerman Cheryl Torey

Brianne Tallyn Ed Geest

Steve Sawvell Marilyn




~Daylight Savings Time starts on Sunday, March 9. Please remember to set
» your clocks forward an hour when you go to bed on Saturday night

We have two Spiritual Milestone classes beginning in March.
;; ; First Communion (generally 2nd grade and older) and Pre-
y i/-{8 Confirmation for 6th graders. Please see the IVIarch Ambassador
< urtesrones for more info, or see one of the Pastors.

i 1_.4.;' ~ Join us on Sunday, March 9, for our monthly congregational
breakfast following the 9 am worship service. It is our hope that

}/’A s e ot e .- - H : ; . : . .
| Q_@ 47  theseintergenerational congregational breakfasts will be an
March-erf/Efast opportunity for us to grow in fa|th and in relatlonshlp with one

another.

Sujgpofrt Notecards and card making supplies will be provided at the
. - ; Congregational Breakfast on Sunday, March 9, to send get
Meyer well greetings and prayers to Meyer Mixdorf, son of Cory
and Liz Mixdorf, grandson of Pastor Dan and Linda IVledorf
and to others kids at St. Jude going through Cancer treatments. We will collect
L the cards and send them all out together from our congregation. If you are
unable to attend the breakfast on the 9th or need more information you may
contact Pastor Heather or Cindy Zabel. : .

Join us on Sunday, March 9th during worship-and breakfast,
in welcoming a special guest from Uganda, related to our local
Hearts to Harvest team. Mr. Barigye is the Managing Director
of Mountain Harvest, a coffee company that improves the _ e
quality of life for smallholder farmers in Uganda while supporting healthy and thrlvmg
natural ecosystems. Growing Hope Globally previously supported the Uganda Mt.
Elgon program and is currently supporting the Uganda Rwenzori program in

~ partnership with Mountain Harvest and Lutheran World Relief.




Join us this Wednesday evening, March 12, at 7:00 p.m., as we
begin our 2025 Lenten drama series, “Conversations at the Pearly .
Gates”. The March 12 skit, “God’s Grace in Place,” will have a

good angel and a bad angel arguing about the soul of a Christian.
You will experience a few chuckles and leave W1th many thoughts
1o ponder
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Ushers and those interested in becoming Ushers...

. UShCI’ The Ushers have a important role in the safety and security of our
I’rammg church. Part of our safety plan requires quarterly training for the
P { Ushers. Quarterly training will be held on Sunday, March 16, at 10:15

am in the Sanctuary. Please plan to attend! Contact Tom Bauer for

more information.

1 During the month of March we are collecting donations of chips
and fruit cups for Feed Our Children. Please make sure the
expiration date is June 2025 or later. Thank you for your
contributions! We also give thanks for a generous donation of
53,000 given to Feed Our Children in recognition of the work that
Katie, Sammie, and Jennie Garner have done for the ministry.

Bread Bakers are needed for table communion. Please signup on the bulletin
- board if you are willing to help with this ministry. Recipes are available. Please
deliver on Friday before noon or by 8:30 the morning of worship.

1 There are many sponsbrship opportunities available in 2025. The cost for
sponsorship is $45/month each for our Compassion Children John and
Denisse and $45/month for the Bencke family. You can sign up online on
Faith’s web page, in person on the bulletin board, or by callmg the church
office at (563)285-4501. Thank you for your support! -

March 1 & 2:5:00 pm: 44, 9:00-am: 97, Online: 34 Total: 175
Ash Wednesday. March 5: 7:00 pm: 113 Online: 36, Total: 149

ATTENDANCE |




| TEiS WEEK ¥ GLANCE

Saturday, March 8 5:00 pm Jubilation Worship in Sahctuary & Online

Sunday, March 9 9:00 am Jubilation Worship in Sanctuary
10:15 am Congregational Breakfast & First
Communion Class
12:30 pm Girl Scouts

4:00 pm 4-H
6:00 pm Cub Scouts
Monday, March 10 Ojfﬁce Closed
6:00 pm Lions Club Meeting
Tuesday, March 11 1:00 pm Bible Study
' 5:30 pm Food Pantry
5:30 pm Resounding Joy
Wednesday, March 12 5:00 pm Conﬁrmati_on Meal
5:30 pm Confirmation
5:45 pm Pre Confirmation
6:00 pm People of Praise
7:00 pm Lenten Worship Service
7:30 pm High School Youth
Thursday, March 13
Friday, March 14 9:30 am Food Pantry
Saturday, iVIarch 15 5:00 pm Worship In Sanctuary & Online |
Sunday, March 16 9:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
o 10:15 am- Fellowship, Sunday School & Usher
a Training

f m%\ = | Pastor Carrie and Pastor Heather are available for Pastoral Care, but we need
=1 your help to know when and where that is needed. Please contact us at the
srmeaaraad church office at (563) 285-4501. For after-hour.emergencies, please contact

&COUNSELING  Pastor Carrie at (641) 275-1326 or Pastor Heather at (563) 639-9606.




