


Transfiguration of Our Lord
Saturday, March 1, 2025 5:00pm
Sunday, March 2, 2025 9:00 am

Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory in the world. It was
true for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it will be
true of all of us who see God’s glory in the word and in the supper and who are being
“transformed into the same image” by God's Spirit..

GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

CONTFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, &+ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of
life . :
Amen,

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess
our sin. ,
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we
resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the
worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their
grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for [ have redeemed you. I have

called you by name. You are mine.” In *+ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are
made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen,

GATHERING HYMN “Beautiful Savior” ELW #838




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your glory in
the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son, who renewed our
humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

ANTHEM “This is My Beloved Son” People of Praise
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Exodus 34:29-35
A reading from Exodus.

» Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the
two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face
shone because he had been talking with God. ** When Aaron and all the Israelites saw
Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. *' But
Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to
him, and Moses spoke with them. ** Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he
gave them in commandment all that the L.orp had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. *
When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; ** but
whenever Moses went in before the LorD to speak with him, he would take the veil
off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been
commanded, >’ the Israclites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was
shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with
him.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 99

'The Lorp is king; let the people tremble.
The Lorp is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
“The Lorp, great in Zion,
is high above all peoples.
*Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome;
God is the Holy One.
*O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.

"Proclaim the greatness of the Lorp and fall down before God’s footstool;
God is the Holy One.




Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon
your name, O LORD,
they called upon you, and you answered them,
Tyou spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them.
50 Lorp our God, you answered them indeed; _
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.
*Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s holy hill;
for the LorD our God is the Holy One.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2
A reading from Second Corinthians.

12Gince, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, *not like Moses,
who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the
glory that was being set aside. "But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very
day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there,
since only in Christ is it set aside. BIndeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read,
a veil lies over their minds; "*but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.
"Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

'® And all of us, with unveiled faces, secing the glory of the Lord as though reflected
in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to
another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.

“ITherefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do
not lose heart. “We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to
practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we
commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Luke 9:28-43a

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

**Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and
James, and went up on the mountain to pray. * And while he was prayin% the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. ~"Suddenly
they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. >’ They appeared in glory and
were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.
Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had
stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. *Just as
they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let
us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah™—mnot
knowing what he said. yhile he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. **Then from the cloud came
a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 3¥When the voice had

spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one
any of the things they had seen.

70n the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd
met him. **Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at
my son; he is my only child. **Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he
shrieks, It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely
leave him. *°I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” *'Jesus
answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must [ be with
you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” *While he was coming, the demon
dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit,

healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. “*And all were astounded at the
greatness of God.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Hew Good, Lord to Be Here!” ELW #315




CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was coneeived by the Holy

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come

to judge the living and the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy eatholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING
OFFERING SONG
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OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them {o the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LLORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.

COMMUNION SONG
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participale in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifis of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do not
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion mady
come forward for a blessing. :

Saturday, the ushers will direct you to come forward by the center aisle to receive the
bread from the pastors. Both wine and grape juice are available for communion. The
grape juice is the darker color in the middle of the tray. Gluten-free wafers are
available in the small gold dish on the paten. Those who are worshiping with us online

are invited to have bread and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune
you at the end of communion.

Sunday, communion will be distributed at the rail. Please come forward by the center
aisle and go to the right side of the rail. Receive the wafer and the wine (lighter color in
the outer rings) or grape juice (darker color in the inner rings) and pause a moment
before returning to your seat by the side aisle. Communion will be continuous, so as a

space opens up, please fill that space. Gluten-free wafers are available in the small gold
dish on the paten.

There are baskets at the end of the front pews where you can deposit your cups as you
return to your seat. |

COMMUNION HYMN “Shine, Jesus, Shine!” ELW #671
“0Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair” ELW #316



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.

Amen.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God * bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and
send you in love,
Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” ELW #318

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Liturgical music from Now the Feast and Celebration. © Copyright 1990 by GIA. Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago,
1L 60638. International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2025. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012199. Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the
Division of Christian Education of the Nationai Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by

permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission,



THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers Jim & Donna Gruenhagen
Reader Jim Gruenhagen

Communion Assistant

Donna Gruenhagen

Counters Craig & Jayne Hirl

SUNDAY 9:00 am Worship Service
Ushers Kayden Diercks & Carol Roe
Reader Kelly Krieter Penning
Communion Assistant |Kelly Krieter Penning
Counters Jared and Kelly Penning
Choir Director Susan Becker
Organist Teri Wittkowski and Susan Becker
Jubilation Leader Neal Becker

Online Streaming
Crew

Lucas Golinghorst, Scott LaPlante, and
Kevin Zidarich







Transfiguration of Qur Lord &, March 2, 2025

Chaos and Mystery

host-like prophets from generations past, a face suddenly transformed,

dazzling clothes, frightening fog, and a mysterious voice: today’s gospel
text might sound like the beginning of a strange science fiction novel. Indeed,
this passage has mystified theologians, hiblical scholars, preachers, and follow-
ers of Jesus for centuries. What do we make of such an unusual tale?

Perhaps the chaos and mystery are part of the point: after all, who can
fully describe an encounter with the Divine? How can we even begin to
understand the glory of God? If this text leaves us speechless, we are in good
company with God-seekers across the ages. Some experiences simply defy tidy
explanations, and the transfiguration is one of them.

This story offers us glimpses of some of the most profound mysteries of
our faith. Jesus is the fulfillment of the law and the prophets, the one sent and
affirmed by God. Jesus is the glory of God revealed among us. In him, we find
our past, present, and future all wrapped up into one. Even the most devout
disciples might find themselves confounded by these revelations. Perhaps we
are given these truths only in glimpses to spark our curiosity and wonder, and
to let the gift of faith reveal their meaning.

This story also assures us that although Jesus shines with God’s glory on
the mountaintop, he is sent back into the day-to-day world to carry on the work
of life-saving mercy, healing, and justice. Like Peter, James, and John, we might
encounter God on the mountaintops of life and be tempted to set up camp
there. But God is the one who leaves the mountain for the often-unglamorous

- work of serving others. We trust that here, too, God is with us—not just on the
mountaintops but in the valleys and everywhere in between, transforming us
for the work of discipleship here and now in the ordinariness of life.

Cover: Transfiguration {mixed technique on canvas and wood) by vanka Demchuk. Copyright @ Ivanka Demchuk. All rights reserved. Lised by permission of the artist,

Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apacrypha, copyright © 1889 by the Division of Chrlstian Education of tha Mational Gouncll of the Churches of Christ in the United
States. Revisad Commen Lectianary copyright @ 1992 by the Consultation on Common Texts {CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved, Used by permisslon, Piease visit our website at
www.augshurgfortress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
Copyright ® 2025 Augsburg Fortrass. All rights reserved, May not be reproduced. Printed in U.S.A. 20250302-TRANS ITEMO13538 ELGA-L




Beautiful Savior
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How Good, Lord, to Be Here!
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Shine, Jesus, Shine

671

¥ Refrain
“Q“#uﬂ " I P Sa— ; . ; i
i ——> e e e e e
V) { ! i i
Shine, Je - sus, shine, fill this land with the Fa-ther's glo - ry;
-t e p ©
) i L ' | i
blaze, Spir - it, blaze, set  our  hearls on fire.
“"9_;&.[# ] " i K i ] |
w@.&wﬁ«mﬁwi M:' t? 7 } F },9 -k E"“*WJ"‘*@MI )
Flow, riv - e, flow, flood the na - tions with grace and mer - cy,
n u (] L]
et e ] =
N | i’ 1 9 £ ; | r ilw a2
w - t o] ' | t
send forth your Word,  Lord, and let  there be lght!
'“'MHTI : 7
4 N 4 1 A | i i | b, 1 [ i
(¢p2eLl m}l I Q" N _mgél Q. d” ™ i
o : - & & ey
t Lowd, the light of your love is shin ~ ing, in the midst of the
2 As  we gaze on your king - ly bright-ness, so our fac - -es dis-
" i
T4 } | [ i I 1
G e e e e
'J ﬂy - &_: “@ j“"‘@ " g - - ﬂ ‘:/ -
dark -ness, shin ~ ing;  Je - sus, light of the world, shine up - on us,
play your like -ness, ev - er chang-ing from glo - 1y to glo - 1y,
“Q‘“ﬁu# : : ] I !
il ﬁ I i | | |
iy o2 s P
o L
set us free by the truth you now bying us.
mir - rored  here, may our lives el your sto - v
Refhai
T'E# efiqin
fry—H . i | —
&) | i | —
/ “ 6 ¢ o “ L. o
Shine  on me, shine on me:
Shine  on me, shine on me:

Texi: Graham Kendrick, b, 1950
Maiste: Grahion Kendrick

Teienrad music &) 1987 Make Wiy Mugic, adniin, Musle Services in the Westeen Hemisphere
Used with permission of OneLicense.net -73 .

SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
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Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair
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Music: DEO GRACTAS, English ballad, 135th cent.
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Alleluia, Song of Gladness
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1 Al-le ~ Iu - ia,
2 Al-le - lu - ia
3 Al-le - Iu - ja
4 In our hymns we

song of glad - ness, voice of joy that can-not die;
you are sound - ing, true Je -ru - sa - lem and free;
cann-not al - ways be our song while here be - low;
pray with long - ing: Grant us, bless-ed Trin-1 - ty,
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al - le - lu -~ ia is the an-them ev - er dear to choirs on high;
al - le - lu -ia, joy-ful moth-er, bring us to your ju - bi- lee;
al ~le ~lm -1a  our trans-gres-sions make us for a  while for - go;
at the last to  keep glad Has - ter with the faith-ful saints on high;
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in  the house of God a - bid-ing thus they sing ¢ - ter - nal - ly.
here by Bab -y - lon’s sad wa-~ters moumn-ing ex-iles still are we.
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for the sol-emn time is com-ing when our tears for sin shall flow.
there to youw for - ev - er sing-ing al - le - lu-ia joy-ful - ly.
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Text: Latin lymn, |1th cent.; . Folin Magon Meale, 1818--1866, ali.
Mugic: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 18001880







FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH g‘\\\%
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor ITeather Geest %ﬁ,} ‘;%i,,
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am ‘;,.( ll‘;g
Telephone: (563} 285-450! Email: faitheldridee @netins.net N\ ,..{f
GRACE = Gimip TrAITH = LIFED

Transfiguration of Our Lord
(CALLED TO SHARE. SEEK AND SERVE CCHRIST. March 1 & 2, 2025

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God’s love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their
use.

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to

the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the call to worship.

If you are interested in providing altar flowers, please sign up on the
bulletin board in the narthex, or by using the link on our web site,
o . .

www.faithlutheraneldridge.com

‘Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Ann Kuehi Delores Rathjen James
| Kathy Stoliz Ed Stoltz Jan

Steve Mixdorf Kim Pierce Debby

Henry Storjohann Barb Conklen '

Jim Schneider - Meyer Mixdorf

Gary Oerman Cheryl Torey

Brianne Tallyn Marilyn

Steve Sawvell Kelly




b Ash Wednesday - Wednesday, March 5
[%‘§ It is hard to believe that we will soon be in the season of Lent. Ash
mglen \Wednesday is Wednesday, March 5. Please join us for a soup supper at
6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall served by our Confirmation Students. We then gather
for worship, including imposition of ashes and Holy Communion at 7:00 pm.
If you would like to provide food items for the soup supper, a signup is available online
and on the bulletin board.

§~M Readers We are looking for Ushers, Readers and Communion Assistants to
,,f Iéand Ushers serve during the ASH WEDNESDAY Service., March 5th. Please

_ _ _ Needed  SigN up using the sheet on the bulletin board or on our website to
. M . sign up. Thank you for serving during our worship services!

% Daylight Savings Time starts on Sunday, March 9. Please remember to set
¥ your clocks forward an hour when you go to bed on Saturday night

- vi W
Sdarmg/dfyrwrdf (March 8.)

We have two Spiritual Milestone classes beginning in March.
First Communion (generally 2nd grade and older) and Pre-
Conﬁrmahon for 6th graders. Please see the March Ambassador

Join us on Sunday, March 9, for our monthly congregational
breakfast following the 9 am worship service. It is our hope that
& /@ these intergenerational congregational breakfasts will be an
Marc:h Breakfast opz;::;urmtv for us to grow in faith and in relationship with one
an .

S?/LJUJOO’I/T Notecards and card making supplies will be provided at the

Congregational Breakfast on Sunday, March 9, to send get
_ Meye?" well greetings and prayers to Meyer Mixdorf, son of Cory
and Elizabeth Mixdorf, grandson of Pastor Dan and Linda
Mixdorf, and to others kids at St. Jude going through Cancer treatments. We
will collect the cards and send them all out together from our congregation. If
you are unable to attend the breakfast on the 9th or need more information
you may contact Pastor Heather or Cindy Zabel.




Join us on Sunday, March 9th during worship and breakfast,
in welcoming a special guest from Uganda, related to our local
Hearts to Harvest team. Mr. Barigye is the Managing Director
of Mountain Harvest, a coffee company that improves the
quality of life for smallholder farmers in Uganda while supporting healthy and thriving
hatural ecosystems. Growing Hope Globally previously supported the Uganda Mt.
Elgon program and is currently supporting the Uganda Rwenzori program in
partnership with Mountain Harvest and Lutheran World Relief.

"1 Join us on Wednesday evening, March 12, at 7:00 p.m., as we kick
off our 2025 five-part Lenten drama series, “Conversations at the
EEIBMEN  Pearly Gates.” We will listen in on thought-provoking and
Midweek Worsthip ™ sometimes humorous discussions regarding Heaven and Hell
(known as “The Other Place”) amongst several characters who have just arrived at the
Pearly Gates. The March 12 skit is called “God’s Grace in Place,” and it is sure to
provide you with a lot of food for thought. We will use the much-loved Holden
Evening Prayer liturgy throughout the Wednesday evening services during Lent.

During the month of March we are collecting donations of chips
and fruit cups for Feed Our Children. Please make sure the
expiration date is June 2025 or later. Thank you for your
contributions! We afso give thanks for a generous donation of
53,000 given to Feed Our Children in recognition of the work that
Katie, Sammie, and Jennie Garner have done for the ministry.

Bread Bakers are needed for table communion. Please signup on the bulletin
board if you are willing to help with this ministry. Recipes are available. Please
deliver on Friday before noon or by 8:30 the morning of worship.

m There are many sponsorship opportunities available in 2025. The cost for

. sponsorship is $45/month each for our Compassion Children John and

@ y Denisse and $45/month for the Bencke family. You can sign up online on
Faith’s web page, in person on the bulletin beard, or by calling the church
office at (563)285-4501. Thank you for your support!

2 -{1 st Weak's -
H?;«%‘éil @ ‘February 22 & 23: 5:00 pm: 45, 9:00 am: 64, Online: 36, Total: 145
ATTENDANCE :




THIS WEEK ¥ GLANCE

v s it

Saturday, March 1 5:00 pm Worship In Sanctuary & Online

Sunday, March 2 9:00 am Worship In Sanctuary
10:15 am Fellowship
10:15 am Sunday School

Monday, March 3 Office Closed
6:00 pm Lions Club Meeting
Tuesday, March 4 1:00 pm Bible Study
5:30 pm Food Pantry
6:30 pm VFW Meeting
6:30 pm Jubilation
Wednesday, March 5 6:00 pm Soup Supper
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service
8:00 pm High School Youth
Thursday, March 6 6:30 pm Team Night
7:30 pm Executive Committee Meeting
Friday, March 7 9:30 am Food Pantry
Saturday, March 8 5:00 pm Jubilation Worship In Sanctuary & Online
Sunday, March 9 9:00 am Jubilation Worship In Sanctuary

10:15 am Congregational Breakfast & First
Communion Class

12:30 pm Girl Scouts

4:00 pm 4-H

6:00 pm Cub Scouts

‘ Mmg\ Pastor Carrie and Pastor Heather are available for Pastoral Care, but we need
i your help to know when and where that is needed. Please contact us at the
msri’ii}‘ church office at (563) 285-4501. For after-hour emergencies, please contact

&COUNSELING  Pastor Carrie at (641) 275-1326 or Pastor Heather at (563) 639-9606.




