


Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Saturday, August 24, 2024 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday, August 25, 2024 ~ 9:00 am

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink
his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John's gospel
for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we
sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. ““You have the words of eternal life.” In
order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with
the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the
God of mercy. |
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen,

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, I the
bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG  “I Love to Tell the Story”*  ELW #661




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lotd, let us  pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

~ Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and

prescrve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
A reading from Joshua.

"Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Isracl to Shechem, and summoned the elders,
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before
God. 2And Joshua said to all the people, "*“Now therefore revere the LorD, and
serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors
served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lorp. "Now if you are
unwilling to serve the LorD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in

- whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lorp.”

'“Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to

serve other gods; 'for it is the Lorp our God who brought us and our ancestors up
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in
our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples
through whom we passed; "*and the Lorp drove out before us all the peoples, the
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lorb, for he is our
God.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 34:15-22

BThe eyes of the Lorp are upon the righteous,
and God’s ears are open to their cry.

'%The face of the LoRrD is against those who do evil,
to erase the remembrance of them from the earth.



"The righteous cry, and the LoD heats them
and delivers them from all their troubles.
**The LoORD is near to the brokenhearted
and saves those whose spirits are crushed.
"Many are the troubles of the righteous,
but the LorD delivers them from every one.
YGod will keep safe all their bones;
not one of them shall be broken.
2'Evil will bring death to the wicked
and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
20 LoRrvp, yvou redeem the life of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10-20
A reading from Ephesians.

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. ' 'Put on the whole armor of
God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. “For our struggle
is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places. P Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so
that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to
stand firm. “*Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put
on the breastplate of righteousness. '*As shoes for your feet put on whatever will
make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. '°With all of these, take the shield of
faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
"Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

¥Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints, *Pray also for me, so that
when 1 speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the
mystery of the gospel, “’for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may
declare it boldly, as [ must speak.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Jobhn 6:56-69

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord. '

[Jesus said,] ***Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in
them. ¥"Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever
eats me will live because of me. **This is the bread that came down from heaven, not
like that which your ancesiors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will
live forever.” °’He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at
Capernaum. _

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who
can accept it?” $'But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it,
said to them, “Does this offend you? *Then what if you were to see the Son of Man
ascending to where he was before? 631t is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. -
The words that T have spoken to you are spirit and life. **But among you there are
some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did
not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 85 And he said, “For this
reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with
him. ¥’So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 88Gimon Peter
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON




HYMN OF THE DAY “Blessed Assurance” : ELW #638

APOSTLES CREED
1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
fo judge the living and the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

- PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING

OFFERING SONG
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OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

1t is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join thelr unending
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen,
COMMUNION SONG
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is



present in the gifts of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do not
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion may
come forward for a blessing. Those who are unable to come forward for communion,
please let an usher know, and we will bring communion to you.

The ushers will direct you to come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread from
the pastors. Gluten-free wafers are available in the small gold dish on the paten. Both
wine and grape juice are available for communion. The grape juice is the darker color
in the middle of the tray. There are baskets at the end of the front pews where you can
deposit your cups as you return to your seat. Those who are worshiping with us online
are invited to have bread and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune
you at the end of communion. '

COMMUNION HYMNS “I Am the Bread of Life” ELW #485
“In the Garden”*
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING -
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.

Amen. :
SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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joy with shouts  of thanks-giv-mng. Al -le - ln - ia.

Text: Joha W, Arthur, 1522-1980

Music; Fiturgy of Jov, Fames M, Capers, b. 1948
Taxt © 1978, (995 Augshurg Portress.

Music © 1993 Augsburg Foriress.

Used with permission of OneLicense.nst A-731185.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, = be upon
you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG “1.itt High the Cross”* ELW #660

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012199. Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.




THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARF, N OUR WORSHIP

_SA_TURDA_Y | ~ 5:00 pm Worshxp Service
USHEr_é_'_ S Tom Bauer & Janet MBII‘lCl{- :
Reader SR Tonya Knﬁtsen T
Commumon Assmtant Kelly Goldsrmth
Counters Kelly Goldsmlth and Carol Kuehl

SUNDAY o 9:-0{) am Worship S?WiCﬁ' |

Ushers Ken & Sue Oetzmann
Re_ad-e.xf_ : Kelly Penning
Co'njﬁ-i;ﬁﬁion Assistant - Darlene Johi
Cdﬁﬁ_t_ers Ken & Sue Oetzmann
Choifi]):i-rector Susan Becker .
_. Organlst | Teri Wittkowsi and Susan Becker
J ub-ii;iﬁﬁh Leader Neal Becker e

' Lucas Golinghorst, Scott LaPIante &

| Gn line _S{;Qammg Crew Kevin Zidarich

The favorite hymns we are using in Worshlp thlS weekend are
our Gathering Hymn, Abide With Me, and both of our second
_communion hymns, Awesome God and Shout to the Lord. One
-person chose Abide With Me writing that it reminds them of
their grandparents. JoAnn Holsten chose Awesome God
writing that it is easy to sing for all and has a catchy tune. One
person chose Shout to the Lord writing that it is fun and
uplifting.










August 25, 2024 b, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Questions Remain

hroughout his time on earth, Jesus taught the disciples what it means to

follow him, delving deeper into difficult concepts with each step toward
the cross. Jesus’ thought-provoking and life-changing words challenged exist-
ing wisdom, stretching the boundaries of belief, forcing each person who
heard them to reevaluate everything they thought they knew. How could they
eat this bread and live forever?

Is it any easier for us to wrap our minds around Jesus’ teachings? How do
we open our hearts to the mystery of flesh given for us, blood shed for us, and
bread come down from heaven when our culture insists that there is a simple
black-and-white answer to every question? Who takes time to slow down and
reflect on challenging Bible passages? Can we allow those words we do not
understand to just be, to percolate and take root in the fertile soil of Christ’s
presence until the Spirit can coax a shoot of understanding to spring forth and
grow into the light?

Too many unanswered questions weighed heavily on some of Jesus’ fol-
lowers. They wanted out; it was too difficult. They turned back to the safety
of familiar routines and comfortable ideologies, prompting Jesus to wonder if
all the disciples would abandon him. “Do you also wish to go away?” he asked
the twelve (John 6:67). He asks the same question of us today whenever the
circumstances of our lives challenge our faith, whenever our hearts are broken.
and our bodies exhausted, whenever it feels like we cannot take another step.
Will we trust in Jesus’ promise that his words are spirit and life? Do we believe
he is the Holy One of God?

Questions remain, but the good news is that God’s love is stronger than
our doubts and fears, calling us back to worship, filling us with strength, and
giving us peace in the midst of uncertainty.

Gover: Prayer Group by Paula Wiggins. Copyright @ Paula Wiggins, All rights reserved, Used by permlsslon of the artist.

Readlngs are from the New Revfsed Standerd Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyright ® 1989 by the Dlvision of Christlan Educatlon of the National Councl of the Churches of Christ In the Unlted
States. Revised Comman Lectionaty copyright © 1992 by the Consultation on Gammon Texts (CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights raserved. Usad by permission. Pleass visit our website at
www.augshurgforiress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
Copyright & 2024 Augsburg Fortreas. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Printed In U.8.A. 20240825-LECY21 ELGA-L
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I Love to Tell the Story

Taxt: Katherine Hankey, 1834--1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 18491936
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Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo~1y di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; 1 in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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I Am the Bread of Life

Leader or All
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Test and musle @ 1966, 1970, 1936. 1993 GIA Puhl[ca{lons. Tne., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicngo, IL (0638,
All dghls eserved. Used hy pertigsion. Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.

www,.giamusic.com. 8004423358,




Lift High the Cross

Text: Gearge W, Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R, Newbolt, 18741956

Music: CRUCIFER, S}({lne%(
“Text and music @ [974 F

H, Nicholson, 18751947
ope Publishing Company, Carol Streaim,

1L-60188. All rights reservad, Usad by petmission.
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FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: (563) 285-4501 Email: faitheldridge @netins.net

(GRACE ~ GIHED FAH = LLIFED The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
€ALLED TO SHAREw SEEK AND SERVE CHRiST August 24 & 25, 2024

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God's love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take..
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their -
use. '

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to

the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the call to worship.

‘The ﬂowers on the altar are gwen by Jared & Kelly Pennlng in loving
memory of Carol Kre1ter-Lmdqu:st

. Ifvou are mterested in prowdmg altar flowers, please sign up on the
bulletin board in the narthex, or by using the lmk on our web site,
www fmthluthemneldr:dge com |

Altar Flowers

Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Ron McFate - Jim Schneider Marilyn
Ann Kuehl Gary Oerman , Kelly
Kathy Stoltz =~ Kat Franks Shawn
Steve Mixdorf ‘Ed Stoltz Tim
Henry Storjohann Kim Pierce Joyce
Dan Anderson - ‘Barb Conklen ~ James

Maisie Knutsen Ed Precht




“ Confirmation and High School Youth Group Kick-Off Time

Wednesday, August 28"
The Confirmation year will Kick-Off with a pizza party for all 7 and 8" grade students and
their families from 5:45 to 6:45 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please let us know how many from
your family will be coming on our Sign-Up Genius (https://www.signupgenius.com/
g0/805094EABAG2CAAF85-50478976-confirmation) or call the church office at 563-285-4501
by Friday, August 23. '

The High School Youth Group will Kick-Off with an ice cream social for all 9" through 12%
grade students and their families from 7:00 to'8:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Come and invite
friends. Please let us know how many from your family will be coming on-our Sign-Up Genius
(https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805094EABA62CAAF85-50478977-hsyouth) or call the
church office at 563-285-4501 by Friday, August 23.

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Carrie (pastorcarrie@csteldridge.com or 641-
275-1326). We look forward to seeing you at our kick-off celebrations and at our events
throughout the year. '

f“"‘"“*%ﬁ Do you love to bake? Bread bakers for the communion loaves are needed for
~ the balance of this year. Please sign up on the bulletin board at church.

EBL.@ | Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study

gé TUDY Join us this Tuesday afternoon at 1:00 pm, as we read and discuss and
A | discuss the scrlptures for the week ahead.

You areinvited to come and be a part of the music and worship ministry
‘ g, at Faith! Our choirs will start up again on Wednesday, September
mi’mgr ? 4. Peaple of Praise (POP) will be from 6:00-6:55 p.m., and Resounding
" Joy chime choir will be from 7:00-8:15 p.m. {Both groups rehearse in-
| the sanctuary.) Anyone high school age and up is welcome to sing in POP and, although
no experience playing chimes is required to participate in Resounding Joy, an ability to
read music is a practical requirement. If you have any questions, please contact our Music
Director, Sue Becker {susan.becker1995@gmail. com) Hope you can join us! -Come make
a joyful noise to the Lord! : :

- s

Ldstmk

toama August 17 & 18: 5:00 pm: 63 9: 00 am: 58, Online: 46, Total: 167.
' ATTENDANC .




_ Summer Worship Outside

Throughout the summer, we have been worshiping at the Outdoor Chapel
every other Sunday morning, at 9:00 am. Please bring a lawn chair and join
us outside for our last outdoor worship of this summer on September 1. If |
the weather does not cooperate, we will move worship to the sanctuary.

-_ M%Readers We are looking for Ushers, Readers and Communion Assistants to
§ = and Ushers Serve during September. Please sign up using the sheet on the
LY Needed  bulletin board or on our website to sign up. Thank youfor serving
s during our worshtp services!

SUNDAY Schoolis fast approaching. That includes Sunday School. Our Sunday
SCHOOI&, School teachers this upcoming year would be so grateful and
appreciative if you could help build up our art supplies by making a
donation to our first annual Sunday School Supply Drive. A basket
- located under the coat rack will gladly accept any donation you would
' like to make. Listed below are the supplies that are needed. Thanks so
=, much for your help. Glue, glue sticks, markers, assorted stickers, pipe
cleaners, popsncle sticks, cotton balls, star stickers, pom poms, tissue paper squares,
water color paints {the ones in the cases — less messy than the acrylic paint), paint
brushes, disposable paint smocks {Amazon has them), and plain white paper plates
_:(the cheap kind). PLEASE'NO CRAYONS OR PENCILS — WE HAVE PLENTY. Please
contact Betty Strom 217 493- 9329 |f you have any questlons Thanks so much.

-ngfé} g‘é‘;‘éﬁﬁ;ﬂ% | Faith is coIIectlng hew and gently worn shoes for the

: gmto

f)U L§ eemf‘tmt? Eldrldge L:on s Club for the Soles4Souls program. You may
'denate aI] styles types and 5|zes of shoes, as long as they are gently worn They even

take. mlsmatched sangiesl ‘The donahon collechon w:II run, August 12" through

September 11 IVIore mforma’oon about thls program can be found at soles4souls org..

Pastor Carrle and Pastor Heather are avallable for Pastoral Care but we '
need your help to know when and where that is needed Please contact
% usat’ the church of‘ﬁce Tuesday thru Frlday, from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm at
m\m (563) 285-4501. For. after—hour emergencies, please contact Pastor
S.COUNSERING, . Carrle at (641) 275- 1326 or Pastor Heather at (553) 639~9606 |




Saturday, August 24
Sunday, August 25
Monday, August 26
Tuesday, August 27
Wednesday, August 28

Thursday, Ai.lgust 29
Friday, August 30
Saturday, August 31

Sunday, September 1

Noisy Offering Weekend
5:00 pm Worship In Sanctuary & Online

Noisy Offering Weekend

9:00 am Worship In Sanctuary -

10:15am Fellowship

Office Closed

1:00 'pmr Bible Study —
5:30 pm Food Pantry 1S W

5:45 pm Conﬁrrhation Kick Off at d Gla-nce
7:00 pm Youth Group Kick Off -
9:00 am Ambassador Folding

9:30 am Food Pantry

Noisy Offering Weekend
12:00 pm Private Event in Fellowship Hall - -
5: 00 pm Worshlp In Sanctuary & Onlme '

Norsy Oﬁermg Weekend
9:00.am Warship In Sanctuary
10:15am - - Fellowship-

R +10:15 am Sunday
-+ morning, Sepfember' 8, for free -
. -=;_br'eakfas’r and Rally Day celebration! -

Regular Sunday School classes for all
- kids ages 3 preschool—6éth grade will

~ begin on Sunday, September 15, at
- 10:15 am.

We. look forward to seemg youl

**% Tf you are interested in helping
with Sunday School, please contact
| Pastor Heather.




