


The Sixth Sunday of Easter
Saturday, May 4, 2024 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday, May 5, 2024 ~ 9:00 am

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship.
We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John's gospel, the image of

- servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ.
Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship inio which
Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other.
This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by
the Spirit. :

PRELUDE

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.

Amen,

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of ‘oaptism let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of tife. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The
ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as
your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Fthiopian
official entered your boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving
all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!




GATHERING SONG “In Christ There Is No East or West” ELW #650

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - ¢y
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Loxd.
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Lord, have mer -~ cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - mien,

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain .

T :’ 4 f v —— ,l — p— i

£ — e M el B

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu -~ ia,

b ioe e e s e

i@ g __d ! ;& < iy = i EI d [
al-le-Tu-ia, al-le - lu - ia t Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb

[J i e J E i — @ —= )

[
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Refrain

God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into
our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen,

ANTHEM (9:00 am) “If Today You Hear the Voice of God ”  People of Praise
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48
A reading from Acts.

“While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.

B The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, **for they heard them
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, **“Can anyone withhold the
water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”
8BS0 he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited
“him to stay for several days.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 98

'Sing a new song to the LorD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
() Lorp, you have made known your victory,
you have reveiled your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
YYou remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
‘Shout with joy to the LoRp, all you lands;
_ lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
°Sing to the LLorD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
SWith trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the Lorp.
"] et the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.



®Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the
earth,
*The Lorp will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6
A reading from First John.

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the parent loves the child. “By this we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this,
that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, *for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the
world, our faith. *Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the
Spirit is the truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] *“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 1f
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. '] have said these things to you so




that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

2¢This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. P"No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. "“You are my
friends if you do what I command you. *°I do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have called you
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard {from my
Father. '*You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my
name. '] am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” FLW #742

CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world {0 come, Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING




OFFERING SONG
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OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up vour hearts,.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy
hymmn:

... we praise your name and join their unending
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD'S PRAYER

Qur Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.
COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; us peace.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe thai Jesus Christ is
present in the gifis of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. The ushers will
direct you to come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread from the pastors.
Both wine and grape juice are available for communion. The grape juice is the darker
color in the middle of the tray. Those who do not wish to receive communion and |
children who are not yet receiving communion may come forward to receive a blessing.
There are baskets at the end of the front pews where you can deposit your cups as you
return to your seat. Those who are worshiping with us online are invited to have bread
and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune you at the end of
COMMUNIon,

ELW #3595
ELW #838

“Jesus Loves Me!”

COMMUNION HYMN
: “Beautiful Savior”

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amenq. '

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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Tet all who seek the Lord re - joice anfi bear Christ’s ho - ly name.
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Send us with your prom-is - es and lead your peo-ple forth in joy with
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BLESSING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spmt of Easter hope
+ bless you now and always.
Amen,.

SENDING SONG  “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” LW #389

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluial

POSTLUDE




THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHI?P

SATURDAY 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers Dean & Pam Engelbrecht
Reader Gretchen Small
Communion Assistant |Ida Weibel
Counters Craig & Jayne Hirl

SUNDAY 9:00 am Worship Service

Ushers Shari Eller & Beth Raiche-Melheim
Reader Karen Schmitt
Communion Assistant | Mary Moore
Counters Kenny And Sue Oetzmann
Choir Director Susan Becker
Organist Teri Wittkowsi and Susan Becker
Jubilation Leader Neal Becker

Online Streaming Crew

Lucas Golinghorst, Scott LaPlante, &
Kevin Zidarich










Sixth Sunday of Easter &, May 5, 2024

The Unconditional Love
of Disciple-Friends

riend requests are a common feature of Facebook and similar digital plat-

forms. When it comes to social media, “friends” are just a click away. But
there is no automatic guarantee of accountability, warmth, relationship, or
true belonging in a virtual community. In stark contrast, Jesus invites the dis-
ciples to become part of a community where selfless, sacrificial, unconditional
agape love is the core criterion. The kingdom, or “kin-dom,” of God is present
wherever God’s people are affirmed as children of God and siblings in Christ.
But Jesus gives his disciples an additional identity: that of “friends.”

In the new status Jesus confers on his disciples, the single most important
criterion is love, including the readiness to lay down one’s life for another.
Jesus has just taught this lesson by example when he washed the feet of his dis-
ciples, including Judas Iscariot. The new commandment to love one another
as Jesus loved us summarizes the whole of the gospel mandate. It is not an
easy commandment by any human standards, but it is possible because Jesus
himself showed us the way and forgives us when we fall short. The status of
“disciple-friends” is not a request for the church, but a faith mandate.

How can we live as disciplefriends of Jesus in this world? When we
believe, trust, obey, and follow the word, and the new commandment Jesus
gave his disciples, a real new community is born. When we learn to embrace
the other—those who are marginalized and “othered”—we partner with God
in enabling the image of God to blossom to its fullest.

Caver: The Art of Latting Go Il by Cody F. Miller, Copyright © Cody F. Miller. All rights reserved, Used hy permission of the artlst. www.codyfmiller.com

Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the Natlonal Councll of the Churches of Ghrist In tha United
States, Revised Common Lectionary copyright @ 1992 by the Consultatior: on Common Texts (CCT), admin. Augsburg Fartrass. All rights reserved. Usad by permisslon. Plaase vislt our websits at
www.augsburgfortress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
Capyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Printed In U.S.A. 20240505-6EAS ELCA-L




FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Cartrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am |
Telephone: (563) 285-4501 Email: faitheldridge @netins.net

GrRACE » 1D TFATH = LLIFTED Sixth Sunday of Easter
CALLED TO SHARF. SEEK AND SERVE €CHRIST.. May 4 &5, 2024

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God’s love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s builetins are available for their
use.

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to

the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up durlng the call to worship.

~ The flowers on the altar this weekend are given by the La Plante Family
in celebration of Madelyn’s 15" baptlsm birthday.

P If you are interested in providing altar flowers, please sign up on the bulletin board in
Altar Flowers  the narthex, or by using the link on our web site, www.faithiutheraneldridge.com

Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Ron McFate Ed Stoiltz ' ' Kelly -
Ann Kuehl Andrew Arp Shawn
Kathy Stoltz Kim Pierce Tim
Steve Mixdorf Pam Lueder Joyce
Henry Storjohann Barb Conklen Roger
Dan Anderson Blake Hamann : James
Maisie Knutsen Ed Precht

Jim Schneider Marilyn




24 Eenouth Gatiring - We are excited to have 11 youth and 4 adults going to the ELCA
8 Youth Gathering in New Orleans in July:

We have one final fundraiser for this year, which is our Shareholder
Fundraiser. Sales of the $25 Shares will begin on April 21 and will
e continue through May. More information is in the Ambassador, and
will be forthcoming in these announcements.

Thank you for your financial and prayer support for our youth as they prepare for-this
amazing faith experience.

The Women of Faith are looking for donations of perennial
plants for the Eldridge City Wide Garage Sales on May 18th
from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. If you need pots for splitting
» plants or have extra 9" pots, please call Joni Schneider (285-
= 5829). You can also sell your household items in the church
parking lot on May 18th. Come join the fun!

‘I School, Associates, Bachelors, Masters and Doctoral candidates!
Blessmgs to each of you as you begin this next chapter in your

| ives. We will celebrate our 2024 High School graduates during
worshlp on Sunday, May 19, at 9:00 am. A cupcake reception will follow worship.

Note: Seniors, please send your plans for next year as well as a picture (between
wallet and 5”x7”) for the Senior Recognition Board by Wednesday, May 15. You can
mail them, drop them off in the office between 8:00 am and 1:00 pm Tuesday through
Friday, or email them to faitheldridge@netins.net.

Summer Worship Outside
Worship at the Outdoor Chapel returns starting Sunday, May 26",
9:00 am. Every other Sunday morning, we will alternate our 9:00am
worship between the outdoor chapel and the inside Sanctuary. If the
weather does not cooperate, we will move worship to the sanctuary.
Please bring a lawn chair and join us outside this summer on May 26,
June 9, June 23, July 7, July 21, August 4, August 18, and September 1
(weather permitting).




WHEN: Friday, May 31, 2024, 1:15 pm - 3:30 pm
WHERE: Faith Lutheran Church Yard
WHAT: Join in the fun of celebrating the end to the school
year and the beginning of a fun filled summer. All kids are
welcome to joins us for games, crafts, snacks and fun on the
front lawn of the church.
NEEDS: Volunteers are needed for donations of time and a
few other items. A sign up sheet will be on the bulletin board.
Please consider helping to set up, play, or clean up. If you
have questions, please contact Carrie Keppy at
ctkeppy@netins.net or 285-4484.

Let the love of Jesus shine!

g\\\“ \ PR
o Join us for our

Annual Parking Lot Picnic
_“Potluck Style Brunch”

Failowship Team will provide Meat, Drinks ant Table servicel

Corma Enjoy some Groat Faod, Fun Games and Fallowshipti

Bread Bakers are needed for table communion. Please signhup
on the bulletin board if you are willing to help with this
ministry. Recipes are available. Please deliver on Friday
before noon or by 8:30 the morning of wership.

SPFCIAL Our Special Easter Offering was $3,675. This was split evenly between
é{&}f " Humble Dwellings and ELCA Disaster Response where needed most. Thank
OFEERTNG You for your offerings to these important ministries.

April 27: 500 pm: 31, Online: 30, Total 61
; April 28, 9:00 am: 147, Online: 36, Total: 183
ATTENDANCE Weekend Total: 244




Saturday, May 4 Compassion Weekend

5:00 pm Worship In Sanctuary & Online
Sunday, May 5 Compassion Weekend _

9:00 am Worship In Sanctuary

10:15 am Fellowship i
Monday, May 6 Office Closed

6:00 pm Lions Club Meeling
Tuesday, May 7 1:00 pm Bible Study |

5:30 pm Food Pantry }

6:30 pm VFEW :

6:30 pm Jubilation - 5

f This Week

Wednesday, May 8 7:00 pm High School Youth at a G]_ance
Thursday, May 9 Team Reports Due
Friday, May 10 Office Hours 9-12

9:30 am Food Pantry
Saturday, May 11 5:00 pm Jubilation Worship In Sanctuary & Online
Sunday, May 12 9:00 am Jubilation Worship In Sanctuary

10:15 am Fellowship

Pastor Carrie and Pastor Heather are available for Pastoral Care,
but we need your help to know when and where that is needed.
Please contact us at the church office Tuesday thru Friday, from
8:00 am to 1:00 pm at (563) 285-4501. For after-hour
P?&STORAL CARE ) emergencies, please contact Pastor Carrie at (641) 275-1326 or
& COUNSELING  Pastor Heather at (563) 639-9606.




In Christ There Is No East or West
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I In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or  north,
2 In  Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com - mu - nion find,
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be,
4 In  Christ now meet both ecast and west, in him meet south and north;
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but  one com-mu - ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice iy the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-kind.

All  chil-dren of the Liv-ing God are sure - ly Kkin to  me.
all  Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.
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Text; John Oxenhar, 1852-1041, alt.
Music: MCREE, African American spiritual; adapl. Harry 'F Burleigh, 1866-1949



What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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I What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum-bered with a load of care?
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What a  priv-i-lege to car - 1y ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!

We should nev-er be dis-cour - aged— take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre -cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Loxd in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit;  oh, what need-less pain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all ouwr sor-rows share?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ‘ry-thing to God in prayer!

Je - sus knows our ev-’ry weak-ness— take it to the Lord in prayer
In  his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.
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Text: Joseph Scriven, 18201886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 18321918



Jesus Loves Me!
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I Je-sus loves me! this I know, for the Bi-ble tells me so;
2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to 0 - pen wide;
3 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all  the way,
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lit ~ tle ones to  him be- long,
he will wash a - way my sin, let his

they are weak, but
lit - tle

he 1is strong.

child come in.

when at last I come to die, he will take me home on high.
Refrain
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Yes, Jo - sus loves me, yes, Je - sus loves me,
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yes, Je - sus  loves me, the Bi - ble tells me SO,

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



Beautiful Savior

Text: Ge.s‘ang_{mch, Mitnster, 1677, tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 18231904
Music; SCHONSTER HERR IESU, Silesian tolk tune, 19th cent.
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I Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, King of ce - a -  ton,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are  the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau-ti - ful Sav - iog Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man'!
robed  in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright  the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Teuw - ly I'd love thee, tu - ly FPd serve  thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus is pur -
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur -
Glo - ry and hon - o, praise, ad - o ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my  joy, my crown.
he makes our Sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!



Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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1 Christ is a - live! Let Chris - tians sing. The cross  stands

2 Christ is a - livel No long - er bound to dis - tant

3 In ev - ry in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or,

4 Wom-en and men, mn age and youth, can feel the

5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
-t
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and  homes with
years in Pal -~ es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn,  of wealth di - vide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - i, hear the cal, and find the way,  the
this and ev - ry age, fill earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
hete and now, and touch - ing ev - ’ry place and  time.
loves the more, and lives, whete ¢ - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ting with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Text: Brian A, Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psabnodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, T1. 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.






