


The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Saturday, April 27, 2024 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday, April 28, 2024 ~ 9:00 am

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the
vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of
mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a
part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the
vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out 10 bear
Fruit for the life of the world. - -

PRELUDE (9:00 am) “Fairest Lord Jesus” | Resounding Joy
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.
Amen. ‘

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Allelunia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The
ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as
your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian
official entered your boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water! '

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! '

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Faster people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving
all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!




GATHERING SONG “We Know That Christ Is Raised” FELW #449

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - ¢y

P

L -

b :

% 7,
i

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the umity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our
life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. .

Amen.

ANTHEM (9:00 am) “A Joyful Rondo” Resounding Joy
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40
A reading from Acts.

26 An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) ’So he got up and
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of
the Tthiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship
2and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” *So Philip ran up
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what
you are reading?” *'He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he
was reading was this: ' - :
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
50 he does not open his mouth.
331n his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation? _
For his life is taken away from the earth.” _
3The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” *>Then Philip began to speak, and starting with
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 6As they were going
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water!
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” **He commanded the chariot to stop, and
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. **When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip
away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. “But Philip found
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. . . S




The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 22:25-31

“From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lorb.
**The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the Lorp give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27 A1l the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LorDp;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
For dominion belongs to the Lorp,
who rules over the nations.
»Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
FTheir descendants shall serve the Lorp,

whom they shall proclaim to generations to come,
3'They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The Lorp has acted!”

SECOND READING: 1 Johnr 4:7-21
A reading from First John.

"Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. *Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. ’God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. '%In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. ''Beloved,
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. “No one has ever
seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. “*And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the
Savior of the world. °God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
and they abide in God. '®So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
I ove has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. "*There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has
not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. **Those who say,
“T love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.




21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their
brothers and sisters also. '

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 15:1-8

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to youn, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] '“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. “He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to
make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have
spoken to you. “Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. °T am the
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. SWhoever does not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. "If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you. *My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit
and become my disciples.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY *“Alleluial Jesus is Risen!” . ELW #377




CREED (5:00 pm)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

‘We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We belicve in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken throngh the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (9:00 am) FLW Page 234
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING

OFFERING SONG
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OFFERING PRAYER
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER _

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever,
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invile all present to participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifts of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. The ushers will
direct you to come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread from the pastors.
Both wine and grape juice are available for communion. The grape juice is the darker
color in the middle of the tray. Those who do not wish to receive communion and
children who are not yet receiving communion may come forward to receive a blessing.
There are baskets at the end of the front pews where you can deposit your cups as you
return to your seat. Those who are worshiping with us online are invited to have bread
and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune you at the end of
COMMUNION.




COMMUNION HYMN

“] Come With J oy”

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Chl‘lSt strengthen us and keep us in hlS grace.

ELW #482

Amen,

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BLESSING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Allelnia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope
+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG “On Our Way Rejoicing” ELW #537



DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

THANK YOﬂ TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY ~ 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers Mike & Rita Smith
Reader Caroly_xiHulsen |
Communion Assistant | Carolyn Hﬁl’se_n
Counters Mike & Riia__.‘ Sf_nith

SuNDAY - 9:00 am Worship Service

Ushers Jared-& Kelly Penning
Reader 'Kelly Penning
Communion Assistant - Tom Carlson
Counters J ar'e*& & Keﬁ_y Penning
Choir Director S'usén Becker
Organist Teri Wittkowsi and Susan Becker
Jubilation Leader Neal Becker

Online Streaming Crew

Lucas Golinghorst, Scott LaPlante, &
Kevin Zidarich










Fifth Sunday of Easter &, April 28, 2024

Fed by God, Nourished by Christ

magine a nursing baby at its mother’s breast—what a blissful picture of love,

joy, peace, and contentment! This image can help us understand who we are
as God’s beloved children and how tenderly God cares for us. God’s grace is
unconditional, just as a mother’s milk flows to an infant without anything to
do with deserving. In today’s gospel reading, the vine-and-branches metaphor
is another image of how intimately connected Jesus is with us and how crucial
it 1s that we, the branches, hold on to him as our vine.

“Apart from me,” says Jesus, “you can do nothing.” Apart from its vine,
a branch can do nothing—cannot live long, cannot produce grapes, cannot
nourish people and animals. Apart from its mother or another devoted care-
giver, a newborn can do nothing—cannot feed itself, cannot become or stay
healthy, cannot grow and bear the fruit of life and love for others. Apart
from God’s love and care, which Christians know in Jesus, the whole web of
humanity fails to thrive.

A nursing mother sets her face and does whatever is needed—two or three
times a night at first, even through mastitis, weariness, and boredom—to feed
and impart life to her little one. Jesus’ face is set toward the cross as he shares
farewell counsel with his disciples. He, too, is ready and determined to do
whatever it takes—even dying on a cross—to sustain the vineyard-world with
abundant life.

The imagery of vine and branches, juxtaposed with that of God breast-
feeding her babies, comes alive when we celebrate the eucharist. At the table,
Jesus feeds us with his own body and blood, pouring life and nourishment into
us. We are called to abide in him forever—an invitation to grace-filled, per-
manent relationship. In Jesus the true vine, we his branches enjoy a continual
flow of grace, mercy, and love. In turn, we are energized to bear the fruit of
his love, joy, and peace for the world.

Cover: Climbing tendrils by Davld Prahl/EyaEm. Copyright @ Getty Images Plus via Getty lmages. Used by permisslon.

Readlnga are from tha Mew Hevlsed Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyright @ 1989 by the Divislon of Christian Education of the Natlonal Gouncll of the Churehes of Christ in tha United
States. Revised Comimon Lectionary copyrighi @ 1982 by the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortrass. All rights reservad. Used by permisslon, Please vislt our website at
www.augshurgfortress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
Copyright @ 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Printed in U.S.A." 20240428-5EAS ELCA-L




We Know That Christ Is Raised
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I We know that Christ 1is raised and dies 1o more.
2 We share by wa - ter in his  sav - ing death.
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Text; John B. Geyer, b, 1932
Music: ENGELBERCG, Charles V. Stanford, 1832-1924
Text © John B. Geyer. Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.




Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!
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Text: Herberl B, Brokering, b, 1926
Music: David N, Johasgon, £922--1987
Text @ 1993 Augsbusg Fortress,

Music @ [969 Contemporary WorsTiip 1, admin. Augsbusg Forlss. Used with permission of Onelicense.net A-731185,




I Come with Joy

Text: Brian A, Wren, b. 1936

Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W, Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text @ 1971, rev, 1993 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.
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I come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chris -tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the ris - en Christ, un - seen, but ev - er
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love laid down for e, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion  bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now  are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a -~ mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us  one, the love that makes us  one.



On Our Way Rejoicing
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hear-ken to our  prais - es, O blest God of love!

Text: John 8. B. Monsell, 181 1--1875, alt,
Music: IERMAS, Frances R. Havergal, 1836--1879




FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: (563) 285-4501 Email: faitheldridge@netins.net

GRACE - G]HED IFA]TH - IL":IED Fourth Sunday of Easter
‘L:AU_ED TO SHAREw SEEK AND SERVE ‘DHR[ST-. April 20 & 21, 2024

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God's love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing mare about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their
use.

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to

the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the call to worship.

Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Ron McFate Jim Schneider Jacki Caugherty Don
Ann Kuehl Ed Stoltz Jim Peters Tim
Kathy Stoltz Melissa Alden Kathy Schultz Joyce
Steve Mixdorf Andrew Arp Blake Hamann Roger
Duane Miller Kim Pierce Ed Precht James
Henry Storjohann Bili Lind Marilyn

Dan Anderson Pam Lueder Kelly

Maisie Knutsen Barb Conklen Shawn




CONFIRMATION SUNDAY

On Sunday, Aprit 28, at the 9:00 worship service, eight of our
youth will be celebrating their Confirmation as they affirm their
baptism in worship. Those who will be confirmed Peyton Cline,
Bryce Flenker, Drake Huffmann, Christian Keppy, Marshall Mess,
Ethan Mueller-White, Natalie O’Flahrity, and Addyson Yanke.

Lt C‘mf‘vm“!“m On the day of confirmation, there will be tables set up on the
east side of Fellowship Hall with the names of the confirmands
where you can leave cards and other well wishes for these youth.

There will also be a cupcake reception following worship to honor
the confirmands. Please join us as we celebrate this milestone with dﬂ"/ﬁ_‘fjff"
these youth! N

Al Join us on Sunday, April 28, for our monthly Congregational

gﬂ’ongregaﬁonal Breakfast following the 9 am worship service. It is our hope that
g, Breakfast these intergenerational congregational breakfasts will be an

: opportunity for us to grow in faith and in relationship with one

another.

. Our Special Easter Offermg will be split evenly between Humble Dwellings

| Sp ECIAL and ELCA Disaster Response where needed most. Please have these special
Z:;;&;fg;* offerings in by the end of April (thls weekend) so that we can send the |
OFFERING donations to these organizations in a timely manner. Thank you!
ISR




We are excited to have 11 youth and 4 adults going to the ELCA
Youth Gathering in New Orleans in July:

We have one final fundraiser for this year, which is our
Shareholder Fundraiser. Sales of the $25 Shares will begin on
April 21 and will continue through May. More information is in
the Ambassador, and will be forthcoming in these
announcements.

Thank you for your financial and prayer support for our youth as they prepare for this
amazing faith experience.

WOm@n 5" The Women of Faith are looking for donations of perennial
‘ plants for the Eldridge City Wide Garage Sales on May 18th
Of from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. If you need pots for splitting

.@@, plants or have extra 9" pots, please call Joni Schneider (285-
msaere 5829), You can also sell your household items in the church
S PlanT Qale parking lot on May 18th. Come join the fun!

Congratulations to all of our graduates—High School, Trade
School, Associates, Bachelors, Masters and Doctoral candidates!
Blessings to each of you as you begin this next chapter in your
24 7| lives. We will celebrate our 2024 High School graduates during
worshlp on Sunday, May 19, at 9:00 am. A cupcake reception will follow worship.

Note: Seniors, please send your plans for next year as well as a picture (between
wallet and 5”x7”) for the Senior Recognition Board by Wednesday, May 15. You can
mail them, drop them off in the office hetween 8:00 am and 1:00 pm Tuesday through
Friday, or email them to faitheldridge@netins.net.

Bread Bakers are needed for table communion. Please signup
on the bulletin board if you are willing to help with this
ministry. Recipes are available. Please deliver on Friday
before noon or by 8:30 the morning of worship.

I ﬁ%’“’”‘“" April 20 & 21: 5:00 pm: 49, 9:00 am: 81 Online: 30 Total: 160
ATTENDANCE




Saturday, April 27 Noisy Offering Weekend

5:00 pm Worship In Sanctuary & Online .
Sunday, April 28 Noisy Offering Weekend 7
9:00 am Worship In Sanctuary w/ Confirmation

10:15 AM Confirmation Reception
10:15 am Congregational Breakfast
12:00 pm Girl Scouts

Monday, April 29 Office Closed
Tuesday, April 30 1:00 pm Bible Study ]
' 5:30 pm Food Pantry
Wednesday, May 1 7:00 pm High School Youth ;_rhéséﬂlae]%{e
Thursday, May 2 6:00 pm Team Night
Friday, May 3 9:30 am Food Pantry
Saturday, May 4 5:00 pm Worship In Sanctuary & Online
| Sunday, May 5 9:00 am Worship In Sanctuary

10:15 am Fellowship and Adult Sunday School

Pastor Carrie and Pastor Heather are available for Pastoral Care,
but we need your help to know when and where that is needed.
Please contact us at the church office Tuesday thru Friday, from
. 8:00 am to 1:00 pm at (563) 285-4501. For after-hour
PASTORAL CARE: %emergencues please contact Pastor Carrie at (641) 275-1326 or
& COUNSELING  Pastor Heather at (563) 639-9606.




