


The Second Sunday of Easter
Saturday, April 6, 2024 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday, April 7, 2024 ~ 9:00 am

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of
Christ's presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Toduy we gather with
the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we
ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From
frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace,
forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need.

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP “Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day”  Resounding Joy

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.
Amen. '

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Allelunia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The
ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as
your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian
official entered your boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alieluial

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving
all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen,

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



GATHERING SONG “That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright” ELW #384

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - c¢y.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A “ men.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

ANTHEM “Jesus Shall Reign” . Resounding Joy
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35

A reading from Acts,

2Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. >>With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. ¥There was not a needy person
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the
proceeds of what was sold. *They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed
to each as any had need.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 133

'Tlow good and how pleasant it is,

when kindred live together in unity!
*It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,

upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the coliar of his robe.
1t is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.

For there the LorD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore,

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1—2:2

A reading from First John.

'We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning
the word of life—"this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and
declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—>we




declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
"We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light
and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with him
while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; "but if we walk
in the light as he himselfis in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. *If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. ’If we confess our sins, he who is faithful
and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. UTf we say
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

2'My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;

2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins
of the whole world.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - 1a.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Y After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. *1Jesus
§7aid to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
““When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. ’If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of
any, they are retained.”



»Rut Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. *So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the

mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” ?’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 2Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” *Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

ONow Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his

name. _
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Bishop Amy Current
HYMN OF THE DAY “We Walk by Faith” ELW #635
HOLY BAPTISM (5:00 pm)  Nyle Drew Schneckloth p- 227
(9:00 am) Shepherd Ryan Strom
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING
OFFERING SONG
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OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, forever and ever. Amen

COMMUNION SONG
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifts of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who do not
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion may
come forward for a blessing.

Saturday, the ushers will direct you to come forward by the center aisle to receive the
bread from the pastors. Both wine and grape juice are available for communion. The
grape juice is the darker color in the middle of the tray. Gluten-free wafers are
available in the small gold dish on the paten. Those who are worshiping with us online
are invited to have bread and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune
vou at the end of communion.

Sunday, communion will be distributed at the rail. Please come forward by the center
aisle and go to the right side of the rail. Receive the wafer and the wine (lighter color in
the outer rings) or grape juice (darker color in the inner rings) and pause a moment
before returning to your seat by the side aisle. Communion will be continuous, so as a
space opens up, please fill that space. Gluten-free wafers are available in the small gold
dish on the paten.

There are baskets at the end of the front pews where you can deposit your cups as you
return fo your sedr.

COMMUNION HYMNS “Come to the Table” (Sing Twice) ELW #481
“Baptized and Set Free” ELW #453

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen,

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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- —PRAYERAFFER COMMUNION

BLESSING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope

4 bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG “Thine is the Glory” ELW #376

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!l |

POSTLUDE




THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers Heather Duncan
Reader Not yet determined at the time of printing.

Communion Assistant

Not yet determined at the time of printing.

Counters Joan Hennigan & Kelly Goldsmith
SUNDAY 9:00 am Worship Service

Ushers Justin & Ashley Huffman

Reader Not yet determined at the time of printing.

Communion Assistant

Not yet determined at the time of printing.

Counters Dan & Deanna Nielsen
Choir Director Susan Becker
Organist Teri Wittkowsi and Susan Becker

Jubilation Leader

Neal Becker

Online Streaming Crew

Lucas Golinghorst, Scott LaPlante, &
Kevin Zidarich










Second Sunday of Easter &, April 7, 2024

‘Sharing Joy

hank you for sharing our joy,” said the parents of the bride to the wedding
guests. This simple message sums up the reason we gather with loved ones
to celebrate the best moments of our lives. When we share our joy, it multiplies.
When the disciples were gathered in a locked room, the appearance of
the risen Jesus transformed their fear into joy. On the evening of the resur-

" Yection, all the disciples except Thomas were together. They got to see Jesus
standing among them, and they rejoiced! Iimediately, Jesus gave them the
gift of the Holy Spirit. He also sent them out to continue his work in the world,
including the forgiveness of sins.

With that commissioning, Jesus channeled the disciples’ joy into a sense
of belonging and purpose. Now they were no longer afraid or isolated. Jesus
was alive. Everything had changed! Their risen Lord made them into a new
community. But Thomas wasn’t there when Jesus first stood among them, and
he couldn’t grasp the good news. He saw the joy radiating from the other dis-
ciples’ faces, but he didn’t share it.

As a gift of grace, Jesus appeared again and brought Thomas into the
new community. He let the skeptical disciple see and touch the wounds on
his body. By doing so, Jesus extended the joy and sense of belonging that the
others had experienced to Thomas, who responded with jey, “My Lord and
my God!”

As disciples of Jesus, we belong to the same resurrection community that
our risen Lord created that first Easter evening. We get to share our joy in
the promise of forgiveness of sins and eternal life with those around us. Our
believing and sense of belonging fortify each other. As today’s reading from 1
John declares, when we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection and carry out God’s work
in the world together, our joy is made complete.
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That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright

T

Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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We Walk by Faith
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1 We walk by faith and mnot by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, notr
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Text: Fenry Alford, 181018711, alt.

Mougic: SHANTI, Marly Flangen, b, 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Irc., 7404 S, Mason Ave,, Chigago, IL 60638, www.glamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All ights reserved. Used by permission, Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.



Come to the Table

Come to the ta - ble of
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All who are hun-gry and thirst-y,  come, and your souls will be fed.
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drink of the blood of the Lamb.
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Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956
Text and music © 1991 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), ¢/o Integrity Media. Inc.. 1000 Cody Road. Mobile. AL 36695:
and Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music: and Word Music (ASCAP). Used by permission. Used with permission of CCLI 1478659.
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Baptized and Set Free
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2 We are fed and we're nour - ished, filed and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - fer, all  liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join  the song.
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one in Je-sus, one in wa - fer, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956

Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner

Taxt and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.




Thine Is the Glory
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Text: Edmond Budry, 1854—1932; ir. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939

Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Han
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FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: (563) 285-4501 Email: faitheldridge @netins.net

(GRACE = (GIFIED FFATH = LIFED Second Sunday of Easter
CAuep 10 SHAREs SEEK AND SERVE CHRIST., April 6 & 7, 2024

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God's love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building.. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their
use.

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to

the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the call to worship.

= The flowers on the altar area are given by Mike and Rita Smith in
: o celebration of their 50th Wedding Anniversary.

=

e 7\: If you are interested in providing altar flowers, please sign up on the bulletin board in
Altar Fioers the narthex, or by using the link on our web site, www.faithlutheraneldridge.com
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Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Ron McFate Jim St. John Jeanette Myers Kelly
Sally Puls Maisie Knutsen Bill Lind Vaughn
Jensen Spencer Jim Schneider Pam Lueder Shawn
Ann Kuehl Ida Weibel Barb Conklen Don
Janet Bowman Ed Stoltz Jacki Caugherty Tim
Kathy Stoltz Judy Knoer Jim Peters Craig
Steve Mixdorf Melissa Alden Kathy Schultz Joyce
Duane Miller Sue Vogel Blake Hamann Roger
Henry Storjohann Andrew Arp Marilyn Barb

Dan Anderson Kim Pierce Glen Mike




During the Saturday, April 6' " worship service, we welcome to our Faith
ptlsm family through the waters of holy baptism, Nyle Drew Schneckloth, son
of Jacob and Joy Schneckloth. Nyle’s sponsors are Nate and Jamie Noel.

During the April 7™ worship service, we welcome to our Faith family
through the waters of holy baptism, Shepherd Ryan Strom, son of Ryan and Amanda
Strom. Shepherd’s sponsors are Nick and Marlena Urbain.

The roses on the altar are given in celebration of these baptisms in loving memory of
Mary House, Maddie Mess, and Jackie Snyder.

V2 Our Special Easter Offering will be split evenly between Humble Dwellings
SPECIAL and ELCA Disaster Response where needed most. Please have these special
E{mfg/" offerings in by the end of April so that we can send the donations to these

OFFERING organizationsin a tlmely manner. Thank you!
i

_ Photos for a new church directory will be taken April 16-20 with a Fall 2024
delivery. A free directory and 8x10 photo will be given to each family who has
i their photo taken for the directory. You can bring family, friends, and pets!

No obligation to buy photos. Sign up early to get the spot of your choice. Sign
Up online at www.ucdir.com The Church Code is IA300, and the password is
photos. Call Joan Hennigan or Pam Engelbrecht for help or more info.

ﬁsu_., . Join us on Sunday, April 28, for our monthly Congregational

E ﬁgtﬁ’ongregatioml Breakfast following the 9 am worship service. It is our hope that
Bfeﬂkf&&i these intergenerational congregational breakfasts will be an
opportunity for us to grow in faith and in relationship with one
another.

The Women of Faith are looking for donations of perennial
plants for the Eldridge City Wide Garage Sales on May 18th
from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. If you need pots for splitting
. %7 . @ plants or have extra 9" pots, please call Joni Schneider {285-
""‘\ s 5870) You can also sell your household items in the church
ot PI&Y\T Sﬁ'@ parking lot on May 18th. Come join the fun!




¥ \S T’L/@ Psalm 24:1: The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world,

Y 9, and all who live in it.
— (o]
E Ve »; God owns it all. We are called to share our time, talent and
~li~ - treasure because God owns it all. We are caretakers of what God
, has given us by grace. Are we good stewards of God’s creation?
PSaim 28 The very word “steward” describes someone who watches over

that which belongs to someone else. A disciple prays, reads scripture, worships,
serves, gives, shares. Thank you for giving and sharing generously and gladly.
~Stewardship Team

We are excited to have 11 youth and 4 adults going to the ELCA

2024 ELCA Youth Gathering
Youth Gathering in New Orleans in July:

We have one final fundraiser for this year, which is our Shareholder
Fundraiser. Sales of the $25 Shares will begin on April 21 and will

¢ continue through May. More information is in the Ambassador, and
" will be forthcoming in these announcements.

Thank you for your financial and prayer support for our youth as they prepare for this
amazing faith experience.

- " . Congratulations to all of our graduates—High School, Trade
1 " School, Associates, Bachelors, Masters and Doctoral candidates!
i Dless %”h - Blessings to each of you as you begin this next chapter in your

: lives. We will celebrate our 2024 High School graduates during
worship on Sunday, May 19, at 9:00 am. A cupcake reception will follow worship.

Note: Seniors, please send your plans for next year as well as a picture (between
wallet and 5”x7”) for the Senior Recognition Board by Wednesday, May 15. You can
mail them, drop them off in the office between 8:00 am and 1:00 pm Tuesday through
Friday, or email them to faitheldridge @netins.net.

March 28, Maundy Thursday: 7:00 pm: 95, Online: 60, Total: 155
March 29, Good Friday: 7:00 pm: 38, Online: 64, Total:102
March 30, Easter Vigil: 5:00 pm: 72, Online: 44, Total: 116

TENDANCE March 31, Easter: 8am: 137, 10:30 am: 153, Online: 84 Total: 374
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Saturday, April 6

- 10:00 am Funeral & Luncheon
5:00 pm Worship In Sanctuary
& Online

Sunday, April 7 9:00 am Worship In Sanctuary __

10:15 am Fellowship Hour )

4 i d
10:15 am Sunday School T ls week
| 11:30 am Council Retreat a_t a G‘ aTlCG

Monday, April 8 Office Closed .

6:00pm—— tions Club Executive Mtg -t
Tuesday, April 9 -1:00 pm Bible Study

5:30 pm Food Pantry

: 6:30 pm Jubilation
Wednesday, April 10 5:00 pm Confirmation Meal
- 5:30 pm Confirmation Conversations

6:00 pm People of Praise

6:45 pm Resounding Joy

7:00 pm High School Youth
Thursday, April 11
Friday, Aprit 12 9:30 am Food Pantry _
Saturday, April 13 S:OO pm Jubilation Woréhip In Sanctuary & Online
Sunday, April 14 9:00 am Jubilation Worship In Sanctuary

10:15 am Fellowship Hour ‘

--10:15 am Sunday School

PASTORAL CARE &

& COUNSELING,

Pastor Carrie and Pastor Heather are available for Pastoral Care,
but we need your help to know when and where that is needed.
Please contact us at the church office Tuesday thru Friday, from
8:00 am to 1:00 pm at (563) 285-4501. For after-hour
emergenaes please contact Pastor Carrie at (641) 275-1326 or
Pastor Heather at {563) 639 9606




