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The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Saturday, January 27, 2024~5:00 pm

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for
God: in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God'’s works. For the church
these are ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and
words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word
that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us fo follow
Jesus. _ :

GATHERING

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed'be_the holy Trinity, one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth,
wind sweeping over the waters. '

- Amen. | |

Tet us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another..

Silence is kept for reflection. E

God, our rock -and refuge,

we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not always loved
you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not always
recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant.
Renew your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all.

~ Amen. R | | -

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In
- Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of =+ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. You are God’s beloved. -

~ Amen.
GATHERING SONG ~ “O Christ, the Healer, We Have Coine” ELW #610
GREETING s N |
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. :

And also with you.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. _

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe intg, your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
A reading from Deuteronomy. !

[Moses said:] *The Lorp your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. %This is what you requested
of the LorD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If 1 hear
the voice of the L.orp my God any more, or ever again sce this great fire, 1 will die.”
"Then the LorD replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 11 will raise
up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in
the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command.

® Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, i
myself will hold accountable. *°But any prophet who speaks in the name of other
gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that [ have not commanded the
prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” ' -

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 111

'Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LorD with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
2Great are your works; O Lorp, '
pondered by all who delight in them.
*Majesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.
“You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.
SYou give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.
%Y ou have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.
"The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all of your precepts are sure.




3They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.

?You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant
forever;

holy and awesome is your name.
The fear of the Lorb is the beginning of wisdom;

all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures
forever.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
A reading from First Corinthians.

"Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. ? Anyone who claims to know
something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; *but anyone who loves God is
known by him.

“Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no ido] in the world
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” “Indeed, even though there may be
so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many
lords—Syet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through
whom we exist. '

"It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to
an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. %Food will not bring us close to
God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care
that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
PEor if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might
they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food
sacrificed to idols? ''So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ
died are destroyed. “But when you thus sin against members of your family, and
wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. “Therefore, if food is

a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to
fall.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28

The holy gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord. _
21 Tesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he
entered the synagogue and taught.2?They were astounded at his teaching, for he
tavight them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 2 Fust then there was in
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, **and he cried out, “What have you to
do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are,
the Holgf One of God.” PBut Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of
him!” **And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came
out of him. ' They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is
this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and
they obey him.” **At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding
region of Galilee. ,

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON -

HYMN OF THE DAY “Rise, Shine, You People!” ELW #665

CREED A
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.




I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING

OFFERING SONG “Let the Vineyards”
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and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

&

*
with your pres - ence,

Text: Yohn W. Arthus, 1922-1980
Music: Ronatd A. Nelson, b 1927
Text and music @ 1978 Lutherar Book of Worship, adwan. Angsburg Fortress.



OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Iet us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Tt is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn: -
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.




COMMUNION SONG
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is

* present in the gifis of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please follow the
directions of the pastors lo receive communion. Both wine and grape juice are available
for communion. The grape juice is the darker color in the middle of the iray. Those who
do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion
will receive a blessing. Those who are worshiping with us online are invited to have -
bread and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune you at the end of
COMMUNION.

COMMUNION HYMNS  “Healer of Our Every Ill” ELW #612

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
C. Amen.



SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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shouts of thanks-giv - ing. Al-le - lu - ja. Al-le-lu - ia
Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W, Hillert, b, 1923
Text and mosic @ 978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
BLESSING
SENDING SONG  “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ELW #886
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God.

Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under

Augsburg Fortress Litu
Division of Christian E

permission. All rights reserved.

rgies Annual License #SAS012199. Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the
ducation of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by




THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers David & Linda Golinghorst
Reader Linda Golinghorst
Communion Assistant |Linda Golinghorst

Counters Not determined at time of printing.
SUNDAY 9:00 am Worship Service

Ushers Kenny & Sue Oetzmann

Reader Joni Schneider

Communion Assistant |Rhonda Webber

Counters Kenny & Sue Oetzmann

Choir Director Susan Becker

Organists. Susan Becker & Teri Wittkowski
Jubilation Leader Neal Becker

Online Streaming
Crew

Lucas Golinghorst, Kevin Zidarich &

Scott LaPlante




Fourth Sunday after Epiphany &, January 28, 2024

Teaching in Words and Actions

esus’ teaching in the synagogue surprises, shakes, and even shocks the people
J of Capernaum who have gathered for the weekly celebration of the sabbath.
His proclamation is different from what they are accustomed to hearing. Mark
doesn’t tell us what Jesus taught this particular day, but all the gospel writers
describe his message as consistently one of compassion, peace, hope, and love.
Clearly, listeniers heard something they found surprising in Jesus’ words.

In addition, Jesus’ teaching goes beyond words; he lives out his message in
transforming and liberating actions, as we see in his healing of the man with
an unclean spirit. The people sense an authority in Jesus only found in one
whose words and deeds match-—one who moves beyond theory to practice. It’s
like learning from a physician who regularly practices medicine, a theologian
who pastors a parish, a coach who plays the sport personally. In the synagogue,
when Jesus unexpectedly practices what he has been preaching, it’s so new to
his audience that they find it frightening and life-giving all at once.

At first, the healing miracle Jesus performs in today’s reading may seem
distant from the preoccupations of our contemporary society. This kind of
exorcism may be uncommon for us in mainline Christian churches, but we
know well that various troubles have a grip on our existence and our being. On

the one hand, we experience our own “unclean spirits” such as despair, jeal-
P ,

ousy, hatred, or guilt. On the other hand, we regularly encounter the “unclean
spirits” of our society: intolerance, selfishness, indifference, materialism, or
contempt. But even in the moments when we are divided, disoriented, and
destabilized, Jesus speaks surprising, wondrous words that challenge and heal

us, so we can be restored to the life God intends us to enjoy and share with
others. |

Cover: Jasus Christ the Teacher by Agnaz Spotti {1834-1892), Cathedral of the Assumption, RoZfiava, Slovakla. Phota copyright @ josef sedmak/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images. Used by parmission.

Readings are from the New Revised Standard Verslon Blbla with Apocrypha, copyright @ 1289 by the Divislon of Ghristlan Education of the National Councll of the GChurches of Christ In the United

States. Revised Commen Lectlonary copyright @ 1992 by the Consultation on Cammon Texts (CCT), admin, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved, Usad by permission. Please visit our webslte at
www,augsburgfortress.arg.

Gopyright © 2023 Augshurg Fortress, All rights reserved. May not be reproducad. Printed In U.S.A. 20240128-4EPH
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O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come
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1 O  Chrst,the heal-er, we have come to pray for health,to plead for friends.
2 From ev -’ry ail-ment flesh en - dures our bod-ies clam-or to  be freed;
3 In  con-flicts that de - stroy our health we rec - og-nize the world’s dis - ease;
4 Grant that we all,made one in faith, in your com-mu - ni - ty may find
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How can we fail to be re-stored when reached by love that nev -er ends?
yet in  our hearts we would con-fess that whole-ness is ourdeep-est need.
our com-mon life de-clares our ills. Is there no cure, O Christ,for these?
the whole-ness that, en-rich -ing wus, shall reach the whole of hu - man-kind.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, [903--2000

Music: DISTRESS, W, Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Used with permission of On¢License.net A-731185,



Rise, Shine, You People!
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered
2 See how he sends the pow'rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; yoor ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son to save us.
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our hu-man sto -ry; God in him is cen - tered. He comes to
he brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - ganst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave wus.  Tell how the
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with grace un - bound-ed.

us, by death and sin sur-round-ed,

wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je-sug glo - 1y
Spir - it calls from ev-’ry na - tion God’s new cre - a - tion,

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b, 1939, alt,
Music: WOITKIEWIECZ, Dale Woad, 1934-2003

Text and music © 1974 Angsburg Publishing House, admin. Angsburg Fortress,
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731183.




Healer of Our Every 1li
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Heal - er of our ev-’ry i, light of each to - mor - row,
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give us peace be - yond our fear, and hope be-yond our sor - row.
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I You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your

2 In the pain and joy  be-hold - ing how  your grace is

3 Give us strength to love each oth - er, ev - ry sis - ter,

4 You who know each  thoughi and feel - ing, teach wuws all your
9 ” Refrain
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.

still  un-fold -ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.

ev - 'ty broth-er;  Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.

way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Text: Marty Hougen, b, [9350

Mugic: HEALER OF QUR BVBRY 1LL, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Poblicadons, Tnc., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.ginmusic.con, 800,442.3338.
All dghts reserved, Usad by permission.

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A~7311835.




Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tongues to sing my great Re-deem-er’s praise,
2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor-rows cease,
4 He speaks, and lis - Uning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of  his grace!
to  spread through all the carth a -broad the hon-ors of your name.

in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.

bro~ken hearts re - joice, the be - lieve.
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own,

O fallen human race!

Look and be saved through faith alone,

be justified by grace!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1 707-1788, ail.
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gliiser, 1784~1829; arr. Lowell Mason, [792-1872
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be now and ever giv'n

6 To God all glory, praise, and love

by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.




FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante =~ Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: (563) 285-4501 Email: faitheldridge @ netins.net

GRACE ~ GIFTED IFAITH ~ LIAED

CALLED TO SHAREs SEEK AND SERVE CHRIST. The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 27 & 28, 2024

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God’s love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in w_o'rship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their
use. -

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to

the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle durlng announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the call to worshlp

" The Flowers on the altar are given by Gary & Joni King in thanksglvmg
for the life of Joni’s brother, Terry Beranek.

If you are interested in providing aftar flowers, please sign up on the buﬂenn
board in the narthex or by using the link on our web site,

" Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who arée in need in our prayers.

Ron McFate Dan Anderson Anrdrrew Arp Kelly.

Sally Puls Pam White _ Kim Pierce Vaughn
}Jensen Spencer Jim St. John Jeanette Myers Shawn
JAnn Kuehl Carolyn Scheibe Bill Lind Don

Madison Russo Maisie Knutsen. Pam Lueder - Tim

Janet Bowman Carol Marten Barb Conklen Craig

Kathy Stoltz Ed Stoltz Jacki Caugherty Joyce

Steve Mixdorf - Judy Knoer Jim Peters Roger

Duane Miller Melissa Alden Kathy Schultz

Henry Storjohann Sue Vogel Glen




FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH -
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOTIFICATION

Ja.n_uary.z& 2024 9:00 am Annual Congregational Meeting , following a brief
worship service (Review of Reports, Election of Congregational
Leaders 2024 Budget Approval)

1 January 28, 2024 Immediately following the annual meeting Spemal Meetmg for
new Councﬂ (Electron of Ofﬁcers) '

_ Come see a.classic tale of friendship on the NSHS stage
_. with your friends from Faith. Several of our high school
f youth will be acting in Lancer Productions Charlotte’s
i Web. We have a block of tickets for the matinée on
Sunday, January 28th at 2 pm. More information will be
posted in the commg weeks See Deanna Nlelsen or Pastor Carrle for tlckets '

SUP R Our youth are ralsmg funds for this summer’s Youth Gatherlng Trrp wnth
2 their annual Super Bowl Sandwich and Caramel Chex Mix Sale. The order
forms are available:on the Welcome Center.

.SUBS Pick-up will be on Super Bowl Weekend February 10 and 11, around the
| worship services. Order.forms are due by the end of the day on January 31, Subs are
158 and caramel snack mix is $12 per gallon. We look forward to helping to prowde

Jyour S.upe.rBowl Sunday treats, and thank you in-advance for your support. ... .

sk - Ash Wednesday - Wednesday, February 14
%m&vg It is hard to believe that Lent is just around the corner, but Ash
Wednesday is on February 14. Please join us for a soup supper at 6: 00
pm in the Fellowship Hall served by our Confirmation Students. We then gather for
worship, mcludmg imposition of ashes and Holy Commumon at 7 00 pm.

If you would like to provide food ltems for the soup supper keep your eyes open for a 7'
sign-up sheet coming soon.

Mark Yow calenddrs: Chgeseburger tn, paradise Partg
Febmarg 3 at 6115 PM-
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. Service in the World Events
Good Gifts Christmas Project _
Our thanks to everyone that donated to the Good Gifts Christmas Project. Your gifts
] will make a difference in the lives of people around the world. We raised a total of
$1449 towards the purchase of many goats, pigs, chickens, bees, clean water,
vaccinations and much more. Thank you for your generosity during the Christmas
season! :

Compassion Children and Missionary Sponsorships

Our thanks to everyone who has sponsored our Compassion children, John and
Denisse, as well as our missionary team, the Bencke family, during the past year. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated. Our Compassion children receive support in the
form of nutrition supplementation, education assistance, medical checkups and loving
Christian care. There are opportunities now available to sponsor an upcoming month
for 2024. The sign up form is on the bulletin board and on our website. Thank you for
your past and future support.

Souper Bowl Event

| Root for your favorite team and support the North Scott Food
_| Pantry by dropping off your canned soup donations Feb. 1st-
J| 11th. Place your cans on the side of the football field

~ designated for your favorite team.

1 It is time for snow removal volunteers! If you are able to help
clear sidewalks after a snowfall, please sign up on the sheet in
the gathering area or online using the link on our web site:

www.faithlutheraneldridge.com. Thank you for your help!

board if you are willing to help with this ministry. Recipes are available.

Bread Bakers are needed for table communion. Please signup on the bulletin %
Please deliver on Friday before noon or by 8:30 the morning of worship.

i

JisRmee 5pm: 24, 9am:80 Online: 74, Total:178 - |
ATTENDANCE




THIS WEEN ¥ GLANCE

Saturday, January 27 5:00 pm Worship In Sanctuary & Online
Sunday, January 28 9:00 am Worship In Sanctuary with Annual
Meeting

10:15 am Fellowship Hour
10:15 am Sunday School

Monday, January 29 Office Closed .
Tuesday, January 30 1:00 pm Bible Study
‘ 5:30 pm Food Pantry
Wednésday, January 31 5:00 pm Confirmation Dinner
5:30 pm IGNITE Event
6:00 pm People of Praise
7:00 pm High School Youth
7:00 pm Resounding loy
Thursday, February 1 6:30 pm Women of Faith Bible Study
Friday, February 2 9:30 am Food Pantry
Saturday, February 3 5:00 pm - Worship In Sanctuary & Online
Sunday, February 4 9:00 am - Worship In Sanctuary

10:15 am Fellowship Hour
10:15 am Sunday School

Pastor Carrie and Pastor Heather are available for Pastoral Care,
but we need your help to know when and where that is needed.
Please contact us at the church office Tuesday thru Friday, from
% 8:00 am to 1:00 pm at (563) 285-4501. For after-hour
PASTORAL, CARE §l emergencies, please contact Pastor Carrie at (641) 275-1326 or
& COUNSELING  Pastor Heather at (563) 639-9606.




