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FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
| CHURCH
500 West Le Claire Road ~ Eldridge, lowa
Pastor Carrie Lewis La Plante  Pastor Heather Geest

A Service of Lessons and Carols -
A Saturday, December 30, 2023 and Sunday, December 31, 2023
| _??rélude | -
-'-Wélcqme o
' Gathering Song~ ~ Love Has Come . ELW#%
| Dmlogue ” o | L | o | |
P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

. C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
P Those who-dwelt in the land of déep darkness, on them light has shined.

© . C Wehave beheld Christ's glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
-~ P To us achild is born, to us a Son is given. -

- C ‘In the Word was life, and the life was the 1ight of all people.

Opening Prayer

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh
and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen. |

Lessons & Carols

- ~FIRST LESSON—A Light in the Darkness ~ Isaiah 9:2-7
% The people who walked in darkness -
‘have seen a great light; :
. those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
~ on them light has shined. |
- 3You have multiplied the nation,



you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,

as people exult when dividing plunder.
“*For the yoke of their burden,

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood

shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

SFor a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders,

and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

"His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Glory to God in highest heaven,
who unto us the Son has given.

Hymn Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ELW #272

~SECOND LESSON—The Place of Bethlehem Foretold ~ Micah 5:2-5a

* But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,

who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me

one who is to rule in Israel,

whose origin is from of old,

{from ancient days.

3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return

to the people of Israel.

*And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LLORD,




in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;

“and he shall be the one of peace.

If the Assyrians come into our land

and tread upon our soil,

we will raise against them seven shepherds

and eight installed as rulers.

Glory to God in highest heaven,
who unte us the Son has given.

Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem | ELW #279

~THIRD LESSON—The Promise of God’s Son~ Luke 1:26-35, 38

28I the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in .

Galilee called Nazareth, *'to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. *And he came to her and said,
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." *’But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. **The angel said to her,
"Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. *' And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. **He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."” **Mary said to the angel, "How
can this be, since I am a virgin?" **The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. **Then Mary said, "Here am 1,
the servant of the Lord,; let it be with me dccording to your word." Then the angel
departed from her.

Glory to God in highest heaven,
who unto us the Son has given.

Hymn Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus - ELW #254

~FOURTH LESSON—IJesus is Born!~ Luke 2:1-7 :

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. *All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the ¢ity of David called
Bethlehen, because he was descended from the house and family of David. *He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a



child. ®While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. ’And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him ina
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Glory to God in highest heaven,
who unto us the Son has given.

Hymn Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ELW #276

FIFTH LESSON—The Good News is Declared to the Shepherds~ Luke 2:8-20

%In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. *Then an ange! of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. "Byt the angel said to them, "Do
not be afraid: for see — [ am bringing you good news of great joy for all the peo-
ple: 'to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. “This will be a Si%_n for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.” }And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

¥rGlory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

ISWhen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and sce this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us." '°So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. "When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; ¥and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. Byt Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. 2°The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Glory to God in highest heaven,
who unto us the Son has given.

Hymn Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW #275

_STIXTH LESSON—Jesus is Dedicated at the Temple~ Lulke 2:21-38

21 A fier eight days had passed, it was time to circumeise the child; and he was called
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

22%hen the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord #(as it is written in the law
of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), *and
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy




Spirit rested on him. 2°Tt had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. *’Guided by the Spirit, Simeon
came into the temple; and when the ?arents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, “Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying,
P"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
accordmg to your word;

for my eyes have seen your salvation,

Whlch you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

4 light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel."”
¥ And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about
him. **Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is
destined for the fallmg and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed 50 that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a sword will

1erce your own soul t0o."

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years
after her marriage, > 'then as a widow to the age of eighty- four, She never left the
temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. **At that moment
she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

Glory to God in highest heaven,
who unto us the Son has given.

Hymn ' Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW #288

~SEVENTH LESSON--The Coming of the Wise Men~ Matthew 2:1-12

'In the time of King Herod, after J esus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, “asking, "Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage." *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; *and calling together all the chief pnests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethleherit of Judea
for so it has been written by the prophet:

% And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel."

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and Ieamed from them the exact time
when the star had appeared Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and




search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that
I may also go and pay him homage." *When they had heard the king, they set out;
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. '®When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. "0n entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. “And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road. :

Glory to God in highest heaven,
who unto us the Son has given.

Hymn The First Noel ' ELW #300

~EIGHTH LESSON-——The Slaying of the Innocents~ Matthew 2:13-18

PNow after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until
I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." "“Then Joseph
got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained
there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son.” '
"*When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethichem who were two years old
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. ''Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:

181 A voice was heard in Ramah, ,

wailing and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."”

Glory to God in highest heaven,
who unto us the Son has given.

Hymn Your Little Ones, Dear Lord ELW #286

~NINTH LESSON—The Word Became Flesh~ John 1:1-14

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. *He was in the beginning with God. *All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being “in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. *The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.

SThere was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to




testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. *He himself was not the
light, but he came o testify to the light. “The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.

10}]e was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. 'He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. “But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power (o
become children of God, Bwho were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.

14 A nd the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his

glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Glory to God in highest heaven,
who unto us the Son has given.

Hymn He Came Down ELW #253
Meditation

Responsive Prayer

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God's people on earth.

Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.

Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.

Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.

Blessed are you, Son of God. You dyvell among us as the Word made flesh.

Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all
the world. Amen.

ATATATOT

Peace

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

Share @ sign of God’s peace with those who are with you, or send a message of peace
via text. email or phone to those you love.

Offering

We give thanks to God for the gifts that God provides, and for the gifts that you share
with the church. Offerings to the church in these days may be sent through the mail,
through automatic withdraw, or through the Tithe.ly app on our websife.

The communion table is set.

Offering Prayer
P God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our heatts
with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us



to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
C Amen. '

Great Thanksgiving
Dialogue, Preface and Holy, Holy, Holy

k- Tolrlok:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord. 7

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have
opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, behold-
ing the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot
see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymmn:.

(sung to the tune for “Angels From the Realms of Glory™)
Holy, holy, Lord most holy, '

God of pow’r and God of might:

Heav’n and earth reveal your glory.

Hail, Hosanna, Lord of light!

Blessed be the coming Savior.

Hail, Hosanna, Lord of Light.

Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P

Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.




Communion Song Lamb of God
(Sung to the tune for “I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve”)

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin
Of all the world away;

You suffered death our lives to save,
Have mercy now, we pray.

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin

Of all the world away;

You set us free from guilt and grave;
Have mercy now, we pray.

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin
Of all the world away,

Eternal peace with God you made:
Give us your peace, we pray.

Distribution

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
truly present in the gifts of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Those who
do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion
may come forward for a blessing.

Communion is distributed by continyous distribution. Today we will be using two
stations. Please come forward by the center aisle to receive the wafer from the pastor,
and then, receive a cup of wine (light colored drink in the outer rings of the tray) or
grape juice (darker colored drink in the center of the trays) from the communion
assistant. Gluten-free wafers are available in the small gold dish on the paten. You may
place your empty cups in the baskets at the ends of the front pews as you return (0 your
seats by the side aisles.

Communion Hymn What Feast of Love ELW #487

Prayer after Communion |

P God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As
you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us
shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord..

C Amen.




Blessing
P Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day I

through the Word made flesh.
C Amen.

Sending Song

Dismissal

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

P Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.

C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP THIS WEEKEND

SATURDAY ‘ 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers Mark & Michele Mess
Reader Mary Moore
Communion Assistant | Michele Mess
Counters Curt and Carolyn Hulsen

SUNDAY 9:00 am Worship Service

Ushers Jim & Donna Gruenhagen
Reader Jim Gruenhagen

Communion Assistant

Donna Gruenhagen

Counters Kenny & Sue Oetzmann
Choir Director Susan Becker
Organists Teri Wittkowski and Susan Becker

ELW #270

Liturgy: From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012199. Scripture: New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.




First Sunday of Christmas &, December 31, 2023

Affirmation and Expectation

magine the baptism of an infant on a winter Sunday morning. Imagine

the baby, dressed in a fragile heirloom, and family members and sponsors
crowded around the font. Imagine the richness of the ritual—the pronounce-
ment of ancient promises, wet hands and hair, an oily cross on soft skin, a
freshly lit candle, laughter and applause.

Now, imagine that an elder in the congregation rises and, unprompted,
takes the baby in his arms. As the people look on in stunned silence, he sings
a hymn of heartfelt gratitude and wonder. Then another elder stands, turns
to face the assembly, and testifies to God’s goodness on account of this child.
Imagine the surprise. Imagine the indelible memory.

Something similar happens when Mary and Joseph bring the baby Jesus
to the temple to present him to the Lord. Once they have done their part to
mark Jesus as a member of God’s people, two strangers unexpectedly acknowl-
edge him too. Simeon and Anna have each spent a lifetime on the lookout for
a sign of God’s promised redemption. And stumbling upon him in the temple,
they do not hesitate to say so: “My eyes have seen your salvation,” Simeon sings,
“which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples.”

But it isn’t all good news. Peering into Mary’s eyes, the prophet also fore-
sees that Jesus will uncover the thoughts of many a heart, and that the end
result will feel like a blade to her soul. As if she did not already have plenty to
ponder (Luke 2:19)!

There is perhaps nothing like the arrival of a child to inspire our hopes
and fears for the future. And spoken words of affirmation and expectation
have the power to illuminate the possibilities. Jesus is the child in whom God
makes the greatest promises. So rejoice with. prophets like Simeon and Anna,
those who see him for who he is. And, come what may, hold tight to their tes-
timony until God’s promises are fulfilled.

Cover: Presentation of Jesus at the temple (1963}, fresco, by Dom Gearges Sagat. Keur Moussa Abbey, Kaur Moussa, Senagal. Photo copyright ® Godong/Robert Harding Ploture Library/
Superstock. Used by permission,

Readings ava fram the New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copytight © 1988 by the Division of Christlan Education of the Matlonal Gouncll of the Churches of Christ in the United
States. Revised Commen Lectionary copyright @ 1992 by the Consultation on Commoen Texts (CCT), admin, Augshurg Fortress. All rights reserved. Usad by permission. Plsasa visit our website at
www.augsburgfartress.org. Tracks 1 and 2
Copyright @ 2023 Augsburg Fartress. All rights reserved, May not be reproduced. Printed In U.S.A. 20231231-1CHR ELCA-L




FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN. CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: (563) 285-4501  Email: faitheldridge @netins.net
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CALLED TO SHARE. SEEK AND SERVE €CHRISTa The First Sunday of Christmas

December 30 & 31, 2023

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God’s love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their
use.

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to
the hymnéls and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the call to worship. ' '

_The Flowers on the altar are given in loving memory of Jake Fenn,
from his Mom, Dad, and brothers.

If you are interested in providing altar flowers, please sign up on the bulletin
= board in the narthex, or by using the link on our web site,

Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Ron McFate Henry Storjohann Andrew Arp - Glen
Sally Puls Dan Anderson Kim Pierce Kelly
Jensen Spencer Pam White Jeanette Myers Vaughn
Ann Kuehl Jim St. John Bili Lind Shawn
Madison Russo Carolyn Scheibe James Deeds Don
Janet Bowman Ed Stoltz Pam Lueder Tim
Kathy Stoltz Judy Knoer Barb Conklen Craig
Steve Mixdorf Melissa Alden Jacki Caugherty Joyce
Duane Miller Sue Vogel Jim Peters




7| Get ready for some camp fun! On the weekend of January 6
and 7, Britt Swanson, the Executive Director of Lutheran
Lakeside Camp will be here to bring greetings from our
favorite summer getaway. She will be present during the
worship on Saturday and Sunday to share a children’s
message. On Sunday, she also will join
us during the Congregational Breakfast {o give the children a
mini-camp experience full of fun, games, and camp songs to
get them excited for camp this summer. You will not want to

miss this weekend as we prepare for “The Best Week Ever".

Join us on Sunday, January 7, for our monthly congregational
ONGREGATIONAL
BREAKEAST breakfast following the 9 am worship service. It is our hope that
these intergenerational congregational breakfasts will be an
opportunity for us to grow in faith and in relationship with one
»  © another.

anuary 7t

_ Our Christmas Special Offering this year will be split

A - ually between Ricks R.A.Y. of Hope, and ELCA Good
Gifts. Please place your Christmas offering in your

BB designated Christmas envelope or put it in a pew

| cnvelope with "Christmas” marked on the envelope by
» January 14th

Advent 4: 5pm: 32, 9am:35, Online: 48, Total:115
Christmas Eve 2pm: 120, Online: 44, Total:164
'f i Christmas Eve 4pm:131
ATTENDANCE . Christmas Eve 9pm: 124, Online: 52, Total:176




Bread Bakers are needed for table communion. Please signup on the
bulletin board if you are willing to help with this ministry. Recipes are
available. Please deliver on Friday before noon or by 8:30 the morning of
worship.

FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING NOTIFICATION

January 21, 2024 10:15 am Budget I\/leetin_g

January 28, 2024 9:00 am Annual Congregational Meeting,
following a brief worship service
{Review of Reports, Election of Congregational
Leaders, 2021 Budget Approval)

{January 29, 2024 Immediately following the annual meeting
Special Meeting (Election of Officers)

Budgets will be available by January 21 for pick up at church.

Mark Your Calendars -
Cheeseburger n Paradise Party
FEBRUARY 3 at &6:15 PM

aﬁ:‘ IT is time for snow removal volunteers! If you are

able to help clear sidewalks after a snowfall, please
sign up on the sheet in the gathering area or online using
the link on our web site: www.faithlutheraneldridge.com.

Thank you for your help!

The Faith Nomination Committee is looking for Members to serve as Team Leaders.
Please Prayerfully Consider joining the Church Council. Please contact Tom Bauer 563-
505-5776 or tebauer33@email.com for information.




THIS WEEK S

GLANCE

Saturday, December 30 5:00 pm Worship In Sanctuary & Online
Sunday, December 31 9:00 am Worship In Sanctuary

10:15 am Fellowship Hour

2:00 pm Wedding
Monday, January 1 Office Closed
Tuesday, January 2 5:30 pm Food Pantry

6:30 pm Jubilation
Wednesday, January 3 5:00 pm Confirmation Meal

5:30 pm Confirmation

6:00 pm. People of Praise

7:00 pm High School Youth

7:10 pm Resounding loy
Thursday, January 4 6:30 pm Team Night |

7:30 pm Executive Committee Meeting
Friday, January 5 9:30 am Food Pantry
Saturday, January 6 5:00 pm Worship In Sanctuary & Online
Sunday, January 7 9:00 am Worship in Sanctuary

10:15 am Congregational Breakfast and Rally Day
with Lutheran Lakeside

Pastor Carrie and Pastor Heather are available for Pastoral Care,
but we need your help to know when and where that is needed.

.| Please contact us at the church office Tuesday thru Friday, from
| =% 8:00 am to 1:00 pm at (563) 285-4501. For after-hour
PASTORAL CARE &

emergencies, please contact Pastor Carrie at (641) 275-1326 or
Pastor Heather at {563) 639-9606.
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Love Has Come
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I Love has come-— a  light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is  born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and -nev-er will leave us! Love is life ev-er-
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Beth-le -hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;

sleep in the = hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last -ing and free. Love is  Je-sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Bom un-to
what is the name her heart is say-ing? Love! Lovel Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. TLovel! Love!  Love is the
2 - E ) ] | -
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you, a Sav - jorl Love! JYovel Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love!  Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on  high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950

Music: UN FEAMBEAU, P Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provencale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosannal Music (ASCAPR), ofo Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695,

Used with permission of One¢License.net A-731185 and CCLI License #1478659.




Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose ¢’er bloom-ing from  ten - der  stem  hath
2 1 - sai - ah had fore - told it,  the rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with  sweet-ness  fills the
4 O Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt  our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s lin - eage com - ing as
mind;  with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious  splen - dor the
woe; 9] Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so Dbright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark-ness ev - 'ty - where. Truc man, yet ver -y  God, from
dost our weak - ness know:  bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the «cold of win - ter, when  half-spent was  the night.
bore to us a Sav - jor, when  half-spent was  the mnight.
sin and death he saves wus and light -ens ev - ° load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

Text: German carod, 15th cenc.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Hartiet R. Kraoch, 1845--1923, 51, 3: John C. Matres, 18761948, st. 4

Music: BS IST EMN ROS, Alte catholische geisiliche Kirchengesinge, Koln, 1599




O Little Town of Bethlehem
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O lit - tle town of RBeth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si- lent-ly the won-drous gift is giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend fo us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go by
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their waich of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be bom in  us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er- last-ing  light
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ~-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The  hopes and fears of all the years are met in  thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - cetve him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, {835--1893
Musie: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 18311508



Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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{ Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Bom thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, Dborn a child, and yet a Kking;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us;  let  us  find our  rest in thee.
born to reignin  us for-ev - er, mnow thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou ar,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all ow hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-ry  na-tion, joy of ev-’ry long-ing  heart.
by thine all-suf - fi ~ cient mer-it  raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1833

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185



Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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{ In - fant ho - ly, in-fant low-1ly, for his bed a cat-tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il  till the morm-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, fid -ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are

ring -ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais ~es

voic-ing, greet the mor -row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Cluist the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Chuist the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. . Reed, 18831933, alt.
Music: W ZEOBIE LEZY, Polish carol

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.



Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels, from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in  the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er ~ vi- sions beam a - far;
4 All cre - a - tion, join  in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us ~ is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the —in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire  of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to the®e-ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 17711854, alt,, sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 18131879




Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

s, 1

]
b | |
i

F

»

ih'

)

EESSES

[J EI ;
rl
T

-
r L

I Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice
2 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice

with heart and soul and voice;
with heart and soul and voice;

3 (Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is  born to-day;
now ye hear of  end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!

now ye need not

fear the grave;

Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er-more.
Calls you one and calls you all to  gainthe ev - er - last- ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is borm to - day!
Christ was born  for  this! Christ was born for  this!
Christ was born to  savel Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr, John Mason Neate, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCT JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.




The First Noel
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I The first No - el the an - gel did say was {0
2 They ook - ed up and saw .. a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same star three .
4 This star drew  near to the north-west,  o'er

5 Then en -~ tered @ in those wise . . men three, full
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cer-tain poor shep - herds in  fields as they lay; in fields  where
m . the east be - yond . . them far and to the
wise. . men came from coun - try far; to seek for a
Beth le - hem it took its rest;  and there it
rev. - ‘reat - ly . up - on . .. their knee, and of - fered
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s
earth it gave . great light, and . . 80 it com -
king was their . - tent, and to  fol - low the
dic both stop and stay right. . o - ver the
there in his pres -~ ence their . . gold,. . .. and
Refrain
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night that  was so  deep.
tin-ted both  day and night.
star  wher - ev - er it went No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and  frank - in - cense.
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el, No - el! Born is the King of Is - ra - el

Text: English traditional
Musie: THE FIRST NOWELL, English tradluan al




Your Little Ones, Dear Lord
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{ Your lit - tle  ones, dear Lord, are  we, and
2 With songs  we has - ten you to  greet, and
3 Oh, draw  us  whol - ly to you, Lord, and
4 Un - til at last  we oo pro - claim,  with
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come your low - ly  bed to see; en - light-en ev - 'ty
kiss the ground be - fore  your feet. Oh, bless - ed  hour, oh,
to us all  your grace ac - cord; true faith and love to
all  your saints, your glo - rious name; in par - a - dise our
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soul and mind, that we the way to you may find.
sweet-est night that gave you birth, our  soul’s de - light
us im - part, that we may hold you in our heart.
songs re - new, and praise you as the an - gels do.
Text: Hans A. Brorson, 1694—1764; . Hearriet Krauth Spaeth, 1845--1925, alt.
Music: HER KOMMER DINE ARME SMA, Jfobann A. P. Schulz, 17471800
He Came Down
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i Hecame down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 Hecame down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 Hecame down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 Hecame down that we may have joy: he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;

came down that we may have peace; hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

camne down that we may have joy;

Text: Cameroon traditional
Musie: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional  Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-7T31185.



What Feast of Love
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1 What feastof love is of - fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?

2 What lightof truth is of - fered here, what cov - e - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love is of- fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!

Oh, see .and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, osi, b, 1939
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner 08B, Published by QCF Publications. All rights reserved.

Used with permission of OneLicanse.net A-731185.




Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald
high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

an - gels sing,

“Glo - ry

o

the new - bormn  king;

2 Christ, by
3 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time  be-hold him come,  off-spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-lec -~ hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, bom to give us sec-ond birth.
Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ty to  the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 17071788, alt.

Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809--1847: arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915




