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The Fourth Sunday of Advent

~ Saturday, December 23, 2023—5:00 pm
Sunday, December 24, 2023—9:00 am

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary

that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and
by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to.say, “Count me in. ” We who know

" that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with
Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.”

"PRELUDE “Lo, How a Rose Eler Blooming”
| “Once in Royal David's City”
“The Holly and the Ivy”
“The First Noel”
- GATHERING

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins. . B o : _

Blessed be the holy Trinity, < one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us with.
salvation. '

Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise of grace,

let us confess our sin. ' -

Silence is kept for reflection.

Everlasting God, | | :

* you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed, and self-
centeredness that make us reluctant fo work against eppression. We are complicitin -
systems of exploitation. We choose comfort over courage. We are careless with creation’s

“bounty. Look upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad to do your
‘will and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen.

" Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation and covers you

with robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
~ God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all. -
Amen. ' ' . |

GATHERING SONG “Canticle of the Turning” | ELW 723




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And alse with you.

FOURTH SUNDAY - The Wonder of the Message

Candle Lighting
Today we light four candles. The first candle calls us to behold the glory of the season
with renewed wonder. Advent is a time to be awed by God’s redeeming love for the lost
and broken. The second candle calls us to reclaim the promises of God spoken in ages
past. As the light fills this room, so the Word of God fills our world with hope for the
hurting, peace for the restless, and joy for the heavy hearted. The third candle is an
invitation to wait patiently upon the Lord. In a world where we often lack for patience,
Advent reminds us to rest in God’s timing and trust God’s plan. The fourth candle
challenges us to grow in faithful expectation. As people who faith often becomes tamed to
the miraculous, Advent is a time to remember afresh a God in whom all things are possible.

Responsive Litany

During Advent, we ignite the wonder of expectation.

Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory.

During Advent, we look for the light that shines in the darkness.
Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory.

During Advent, we embrace the hope that enlivens the soul.
Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory.

During Advent, we welcome the Savior who beckons the world.
Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory.

During Advent, we rejoice in the One who has reclaimed the lost.
Open our eyes, O Lord, to behold your glory.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. _ ,
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from
the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all
the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. , '

Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Tidings of Joy” Neal Becker, Euphonium
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE |

FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
A reading from Second Samuel.

'Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LorD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, “the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house
of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” *Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you
have in mind; for the Lorp is with you.”

*But that same night the word of the LorD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant
David; Thus says the LoRD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? "I have not lived
in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but T have
been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. "Wherever I have moved about among all the
people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” *Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LorD of
hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people
Israel; *and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from
before you; and T will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the
earth. '"And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more,
as formerly, ' from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LorD declares to you that the Lorp will make
you a house. 16y our house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your
throne shall be established forever.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55

45Ny soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
“my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
“for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
“vou, the Almighty, have done great things for me
_and holy is your name.
%Y ou have mercy on those who fear you,
from generation to generation.
51y ou have shown strength with your arm
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
2casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.
33You have filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty. '
Y ou have come to the aid of your servant Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,
SSthe promise made to our forebears,
to Abraham and his children forever.

SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27
A reading from Romans.

2Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages
bt is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-—*"to the
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord”
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GOSPEL Luke 1:26-38

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2611 the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
2Tto a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. “And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you.” ®But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this -
might be. **The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. *! And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. **He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 3He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kin%dom there will be no end.” **Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since
am a virgin?” *The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. **And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. *’For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 3¥Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” ELW #265

CREED

1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. |

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

BLESSING OF NEW PATENS AND CHALICES
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
SHARING OF THE PEACE-

OFFERING



OFFERING MUSIC “Angels We Have Heard on High”

OFFERING SONG “What Feast of Love”
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!

OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the Sacrament of
Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is present in the gifts of
bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. The ushers will direct you to come forward by
the center aisle to receive the bread from the pastors. Both wine and grape juice are available
for communion. The grape juice is the darker color in the middie of the tray. Those who do not
wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion may come
forward to receive a blessing. There are baskets at the end of the front pews where you can
deposit your cups as you return to your seat. Those who are worshiping with us online are
invited to have bread and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune you at the
end of communion,

COMMUNION HYMN “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” ELW #240

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen,

SONG AFTER COMMUNION  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BLESSING




SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Keep awake.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Joy to the World”

“Joy to the World”

ELW #267




THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY '5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers ~ |Mark & Michele Mess & Kris Schwien
Reader Tonya Knutsen 5
Communion Assistant |Mark & Michele Mess
Counters Mike & Rita Smith

SUNDAY 9:00 am Worship Service
Ushers Jim & Donna Gruenhagen
Reader Jim & Donna Gruenhagen
Communion Assistant |Jim & Donna Gruenhagen
Counters Chelsey Dingbaum & Carol Marten |
Choir Director Susan Becket |
Organist Teri Wittkowski and Susan Becker
J ubilation Leader  |Neal Becker '

FOURTH SUNDA

Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgics Annual License #8A8012199. Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by .

permission. All rights reserved.



Fourth Sunday of Advent &, December 24, 2023

How Can This Be?

Mary receives a visit from the angel Gabriel, who shares the news that
she will give birth to a holy one who will be called the Son of God. Her
answer is not surprising: “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” We also hear
that Elizabeth has conceived a child in her old age. How can this be?

While not always asked in just this way, the sentiment resounds throughout L
scripture. Noah is told of a coming flood, Abram and Sarai are promised a :
child in their old age, Moses is called to lead the people of Israel out from
slavery under Pharaoh, and prophets foretell an end to exile. Every time,
people wonder, How can this be?

‘Today we join Mary and Elizabeth in anticipation of the promised coming
of the Son of God who will reign forever, and of the prophet-son who will pre-
pare Jesus’ way. Mary’s question is an Advent question. But as we head through
this new church year, it is a question we can return to again and again. It is a
Christmas question that could have come from the mouths of the shepherds.
It is an Epiphany question brought to mind by the bright light of a star. It is an
Easter question from the women at the tomb and the disciples on the road to
Emmaus. It is a Pentecost question for those set afire with the Holy Spirit and B
for those who hear their proclamation about Jesus in their own languages.

If we could make all things new on our own, we would not need God. If we
could conquer death and bring reconciliation to the world, we would not need
grace. But since nothing is impossible with God, we encounter new life in ways
we have not imagined and find ourselves asking, How can this be? In joyous fear
and trembling, we too can echo Mary and the others who each in their own
way said, “Here am 1, the servant of the Lord!”
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Canticle of the Turning
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout o turn,

Text: Rory Cooney, b, 1932, based an the Magnificat

Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional

Text @ 1990 GLA Publications, Ine., 7404 §, Mnson Ave., Chicage, IL 60638, www.glamuslc.conl. 800.442.3358.
All sights tesarved, Usad by peemission, Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-7311835.




The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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most high -1y fa-vored la - dy” Glo - i - al
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy,
“Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy”

Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 18341924

Music:

GABRIEL'S MESSAGE, Basque carol




Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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[ Light one can-dle to
2 Light two can-dles to
3 Light three can-dles to
4 Light four can-dles to

watch for Mes-si - ah:
watch for Mes-si - ah:
watch for Mes-si ~ ah:
walch for Mes-si - ah:

let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flocklike a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com-ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L., Wold, b, 1954

Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin, Augsburg Fortress.

Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.




Joy to the World
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heav’'n and na - fure

Text: Isaac Watls, 16741748
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Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Magon, 17921872
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