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Reformahon Sunday

Saturday, October 28 2023 ~ 5:00 pm
‘Sunday, October 29 2028 9:00 am

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, z‘he church must always be reformed in
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good
news of God'’s gmce that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-fransforming
work. Trusting in the freedom given fo us in baptzsm we pray for the church that
Christians will unite more Sully in worship and mission. .

PRELUDE (9:00 am) - “4 Mighty Fortress is Our God” Resounding Joy
WELCOME/AN NOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP (9:00 am) “To the Glory of God” Resounding Joy

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, *+ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete. | :
Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed
by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the
sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For
the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways
we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us
on the right path in the name of Jesus Chrlst our Savmr

Amen. : C

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyon’d all understanding God’s compassion is

beyond compare. InJ esus, God is always makmg a new way for us. In % Christ, you are
already and always forgiven. .
- Amen.

GATHERING SONG  “4 Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ELW #504




GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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t Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to  you we call;
:%) % i i | | i 1Y
(o o | s e , =3

Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
Ho - Iy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near fto all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we [ift high our thanks and praise.

now you reign at  God’s right hand.
the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.

on the cross you died to  save us;
Je -sus Christ,with God the Spir-1it, in
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Saints and  an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise,
in your prom-ise firm we stand.
glo-ry be to God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;
For the peace that we in - her-if,




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in

your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies

of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

ANTHEM (9:00 am) “Soli Deo Gloria” People of Praise
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
A reading from Jeremiah.

3'The days are surely coming, says the Lorp, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. **It will not be like the covenant that
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Loro.
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,
says the Lorp: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I
will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer shall they teach one
another, or say to each other, “Know the Lorp,” for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the Lorp; for I will forgive their iniquity, and
remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 46

'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in frouble.
*Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
*though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
*There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
>God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.




*The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;

God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The Lorp of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
5Come now, regard the works of the Lorp,

what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
*hehold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
1%Be still, then, and know that T am God;

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
HThe Lorp of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
A reading from Romans.

®Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. ®For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds presctibed by the
law, for throtugh the law comes the knowledge of sin.

*'But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is-
attested by the law and the prophets, “*the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, Zsince all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God; *'they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, *whom God put forward as a sacrifice of
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed;
26t was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies
the one who has faith in Jesus. '

*"Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works?

No, but by the law of faith. **For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from
works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to Geod.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o© - pen now your sav-ing word.

Continues on next page
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak on - il our hearts are stirred.

e
L("%

Ay

®l

) vl

i
K 1 I
3]
F. f

l ESS==

Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
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GOSPEL John 8:31-36

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

3 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are trul;i my disciples; **and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.” **They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave
to sin. *>The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a
place there forever. **So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word” ELW # 517

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting, Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION




SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING
OFFERING SONG “Take My Life, That I May Be”
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1 Take my bhfe, that [ wmay be con - se - crat - ed. Lord, to thee;
4 Take my sil -ver and my gold, npot a rmite would |  with-hold;
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take oy mo-ments and my days;
take my i - tel - lect, and wuse

let them flow In cease-less piaise.
ev - 'ty pow'r as thou shalt choose.

6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.

OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them {o the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san-na in  the high - est.

Continues on next page
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS :

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifts of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. The ushers will
direct you to come forward by the center aisle to receive the bread from the pastors.
Both wine and grape juice are available for communion. The grape juice is the darker
color in the middle of the tray. Those who do not wish to receive communion and
children who are not yet receiving communion may come forward fo receive a blessing.
There are baskets at the end of the front pews where you can deposit your cups as your
return to your seat. Those who are worshiping with us online are invited to have bread

and wine or juice available for worship, and we will commune you at the end of
COMMUNIon.

COMMUNION SONG
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I O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives fo save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we piay.
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COMMUNION HYMN “Come, Let Us Fat” ELW # 491

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION “For the Bread Which You Have Broken”
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t For the bread which vou have bro - ken, for the wine which you bave poured,

2 By this prom -ise that you love us, by your gift of peace re - stored,
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for the words which you have spo - ken,now we give you thanks, O Lord.
by your call to heav'n a-bove us, hal-low all owr hves, O Lord

4 In your service, Lord, defend us; in our hearts keep watch and ward;
in the world to which you send us let your kingdom come, O Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BLESSING

SENDING SONG “The Church of Christ, In Every Age” ELW# 729
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. God is at work in you.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE




THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers Denny & Joan Hennigan
Reader Joan Hennigan
Communion Assistants |Rita Smith
Counters Mike & Rita Smith

SUNDAY 9:00 am Worship Service

Ushers Jim Hamann & Carol Marten
Reader Karen Schmitt
Communion Assistants | Sally Hamann
Counters Dave & Betty Griffin
Choir Director | Susan Becker

Organist

Jubilation Leader

Teri Wittkowski & Susan Becker

Neal Becker




Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annuat License #5AS012199. Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Councii of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.



Reformation Sunday b, October 29, 2023

The Truth That Is Freeing

wo key words are in today’s gospel reading. These words are simple but

profound, and not always easy to understand: “truth” and “free.”

Truth is a word that has become questioned, disputed, and suspect. Many
news sources and social media memes promote a distorted truth to try to
confuse or mislead others. How do you know which sources to believer What
counts as truth now?

Jesus said that the truth will make you free. Even if we figure out what
counts as truth, do we understand what it means to be free? We commonly
think of freedom as being free from some obligation or limit others impose
on us. We value individual autonomy and don’t want anyone else to tell us what
to do. While this kind of freedom is important in the civil realm, it is far from
the freedom of Jesus.

So how do we put these two seemingly simple but complex words together
and understand what Jesus means? In John’s gospel, the word “truth” is not
abstract; it is the reality of God revealed in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.
Truth is knowing God through Jesus, and therefore knowing God as sacrificial
love. This is the truth that sets us free. If we know God as revealed in Christ,
then we know what true freedom is: freedom to love as God loves.

Martin Luther famously captured this truth when he said, in “The
Freedom of a Christian” (1520), that Christians are truly free, subject to no
one. And at the same time, Christians are servants of others called to love and
care for them. This is the freedom we need and long for: freedom within a
community of love. Jesus makes it possible for us by setting us free from having
to become good enough for God to love us. God’s love is the truth of the cross:
extravagant, self-giving, and sure. We are truly free to love when we live in the
love of God offered by Jesus.

Gover: Status of Martin Luther. Photo copyright © Sabine Heindorf/iSiock/Getly Images Plus via Getty Images, Usad by permission.

Readings are from tha New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apoarypha, copyright © 1988 by the Division of Christlan Education
States. Revised Comimon Lectionary copyright @ 1892 by the Consultation on Gommon Texts {CGT), admin, Augsburg Fortress. Al ri
www.augsburgfortress.org.

Caopyright @ 2023 Augsburg Fortrass. Al rights reserved. May not be rapreduced. Printed in U.S.A. 20231029-REF

of the National Gouncll of the Churches of Ghlst in the Unlted
ghts reserved. Used by permisslon. Please vislt our webslte at
Tracks 1 and 2




A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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they can -not win the day. The king-dom’sours for -ev - er!
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Text: Martin Luther, 14831346, tr. Luitheran Book of Worship
Mugsic: BIN FESTE BURG, Mortin Luther
"Text € 1978 Lustheran Book of Worship, admin, Augsburg Fortross.,

Tsed with permission of Onelicense.net A-731185,



Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483 546; ir. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543
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Leader or All

Come, Let Us Eat
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[ Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured,
3 In Je - sus’  pres -~ence now we  meet and rest
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y  word,
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come, let s drink, for now the wine 18 poured.
in Je - sus”  pres -ence now we  meet and  rest
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word.
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Je - sug’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - er,
In the pres - ence of ouwr Lord we  gath - ey
Je - sus rwis - en will bring in the king - dom,
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our Lord’s bod - let wus take to - geth - er
Je - sug’ blood poured let wus drink to - geth - en
in  the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - cr.
Je - sus 1is - en will bring in  the king ~ dom.

Text: Billema Rwitiia, b, 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbest B, Doan Jx, b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; ir. Margaret . Miller, b, £927, sts, 1-3, ali,

Musie: A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, adapt,
Text sts. 1-3 and tune © Lutheran World Fedoration; text st. 4 and music adapt, © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4, admin, Augsburg Fortress.

Used with permission of OneLioense.net A-73 1185,




The Church of Christ, in Every Age
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Fext: Fred Prau Green, 1903-2000

Music: WAREHAM, Willia Koapp, 1698..1768
Text @ 1971 Hope Publishing Compary, Carol Stozam, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by perniission.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.




FATTH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante ' Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: (563) 285-4501 Email: faitheldridge @netins.net

Grace = G [FATH = LIFED

CALLED TO SHAREw SEEK AND SERVE €CHRIST. Reformation Sunday
October 28 & 29, 2023

WELCOME TO WORSHlP Today we. gather to celebrate God s love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more mformatlon through the church webszte at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Speaal chﬂdren s bulletins are avallable for their
use.

VI_S_ITO'R?_ 'CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to

the hymnals and pass the card to the outer alS|E! durmg announcements and an usher will pick
thern up during the call to worship.

If you are interested in providing altar flowers, please sign up on the
bulletin board in the narthex, or by using the link on our web site,
" ‘www.faithlutheraneldridge.com

Trusting _’thet God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all whq are in need in our prayers.

[ Ron IVlcFat‘e Henry Storjohann ~  Andrew Arp Kelly

Sally Puls =~ Dan Anderson ~ Kim Pierce “Vaughn
Jensen Spencer Pam White Jeanette Myers Mary Lou
Ann Kuehl Leona Farley Bill Lind Shawn
Madison Russo Bud House Becky Rehn Don
Janet Bowman Ed Stoltz James Deeds - Jackie
Kathy Stoltz ~ Judy Knoer Pam Lueder o
Steve Mixdorf Melissa Alden Barb Conklen

t Duane Miller Sue Vogel Glen




Good news! The Christmas cantata is coming back this

yearl People of Praise will present this year’'s Christmas
.. cantata, “Come, Thou Long-Expected lesus”, on Satu rday,
} December 9, at the 5:00 worship service. In addition,

ﬁ) Resounding Joy will share several Advent chime pieces prior
to the service. Anyone high school age and up is welcome to join with People of Praise
to sing in the cantata. So, if you love to sing, and prefer a short-term commitment,
this is perfect for you! We will practice every Wednesday evening (except for -
Thanksgiving eve) for five weeks, with the first rehearsal being November 1, at 6:00
p.m., in the sanctuary. Come join us as we start up this musical tradition again, and

celebrate our Savior's birth. Contact Sue Becker with any questions you have.

4 On Halloween, Tuesday, October 31, from
5:30 to 7:30 pm, we will host a Trunk-or-
Treat in the church parking lot. We invite
anyone in the congregation to decorate the § &8
back of their car and hand out treats {self supplied) to the kids who are o
trick-or-treating. Please sign up on the builetin board in the Gathering Space or online
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0DABAFAA28A3FE3-44484228-faith

Thank you for making this night special for the children in our neighborhood.

|gﬁw' Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study

i BiBLe

STUDY Please join us for a weekly study of the scripture together on Tuesday
' afternoons at 1:00 pm. We look forward to seeing you!

i i,i iy

Everyone loves a treat after church! We need people to el
provide treats for fellowship time on Sunday mornings. Not _}K&
a baker? No problem! Store bought items and homemade ¢

are all enjoyed! The sign up sheet is on the bulletin board.

looshi
S

Last Week's

#42m8% S5pm: 30, 9am: 100, Online; 50, Total 180
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Please join us during the month of November to show
appreciation for our pastors and our staff: Pastor Carrie, Pastor
Heather, Dennis Kelly (Custodian), Beth Ann Anderson (Office
>1 Manager), Sue Becker {Music Director/Organist), and Teri
& Wittkowski (Organist}).

We have a table with thank you cards and envelopes in the narthex. We appreciate all
of the ways each one of them help make Faith a caring and vibrant community where
our discipleship can grow. '

Let’s join together to let them know how much they are loved!

. Join us on Sunday, November 12, for our monthly
' congregational breakfast following the 9:00 am worship
service. At each breakfast, the Bible story for the day will be

CONGREGATIONAL BREAKFAST _ _
November 12~ 10:35am  explored through gquestions that guide your table

conversation. It is our hope that these intergenerational congregational breakfasts will
be an opportunity for us to grow in faith and in relationship with one another.

Lunch Our next High School Youth Group activity will be lunch and a movie on
Mggr:;a ~ Sunday, November 19. We will meet at church at 11:15 am, decide on a

. place for tunch, and then go to a movie. We will make a final decision on
- which movie during a Wednesday Youth Group Gathering a little closer to

* the event. The cost for the event will be $20.

» Invite friends and join us for the fun. Please let Pastor Carrie know if you are
Hzgh §chﬁ{;1 going by Wednesday, November 15, so that we can be sure to have enough
drivers. If you are a parent who is willing to join us and to drive, please let
me know that by Wednesday, November 15, as well. We look forward to a fun day together.

Suncfajy The Sunday School Christmas program will be on Sunday,
SCfZOO[ x* December 17'", at 9:00 am. We will practice during Sunday
@rogmm ;]}%- School in November and December, with the exception of

. November 26th, as we will not have Sunday School that day due
2 4% to the Thanksgiving Holiday weekend.

Sunday School will be on Christmas break December 24" and
F la 31, We will resume on Sunday, January 7th, with our Winter
" Rally Day and Congregational Breakfast!




THIS WEEI S GLANCE

Saturday, October 28 5:00 pm - ‘Worship In Sanctuary & Online
Sunday, October 29 9:00 am Worship In Sanctuary

10:00am 'Fé’llowship Hour
10:15am - Sunday School

Monday, October 30 Office Closed
Tuesday, October 31 - 1:00 pm Bible Study
' ' 5:30 pm Food Pantry

5:30 pm Trunk or Treat

6:30 pm- Jubilation
Wednesday, November 1  6:00 pm Cantata Rehearsal

6:30 pm People of Praise

7:00 pm Youth Group

7:10 pm Resounding Joy

7:00 pm Youth Group

7:10 pm Resounding Joy
Thursday, November 2 6:30 pm Team Night

7:30 pm Executive Committee Meeting
Friday, November 3 9:30 am Food Pantry
Saturday, November 4 5:00 pm Worship In Sanctuary & Online
Sunday, November 5 - 9:00 am Worship In Sanctuary

10:00 am Fellowship Hour
110:15 am' Sunday Sch_ool

AR

. Pastor Carrie and Pastor Heather are available for Pastoral Care, but we
... | need your help to know when and where that is needed. Please contact .
=", us at the church office Tuesday thru Friday, from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm at
PASTORAL CARE & {563) 285-4501. For after-hour emergencies, please contact Pastor.
SCOUNEELES. - carrie at (641) 275-1326 or Pastor Heather at (563) 639-9606.




