


Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Saturday, July 29, 2023 ~ 5:00 pm
Sunday, July 30, 2023 ~ 9:00 am

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In
today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree
that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a ireasured pearl, a
net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God's reign, the great
surprise is that God's grace finds us first!

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity," one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose
word never fails, whose promise is sure. o
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. Merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have
squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus,
forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the
courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and
grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of I Jesus
Christ. . .
Amen. '

GATHERING SONG “Gather Us In” | ELW # 532




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring
us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we
may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12
A reading from First Kings.

5 At Gibeon the LorD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask
what I should give you.” *And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast
love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness,
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him
this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his thronc today.

7 And now, O Lorp my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father
David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.

8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. ’Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good
and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” :

1074 pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. "God said to him, “Because you
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 5!
now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no
one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136

29y our decrees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with all my heart.



'YYWhen your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
U1 open my mouth and pant
because I long for your commandments.
132 .
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.
133 : .
Order my footsteps in your word,
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
13415 A
Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.
'*Let your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
UMy eves shed streams of tears, ‘
because people do not keep your teaching.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39
A reading from Romans.

%The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. *And God, who
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God.

%We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. *For those whom he forcknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a
large family. *And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

3"'What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?
?He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not
with him also give us everything else? *Who will bring any charge against God’s
elect? It is God who justifies. *Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes,
who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. *Who
will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? *°As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

"No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
BFor I am convinded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, > nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Tesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;*it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” ! _

“He told them another parable; “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“«The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

A gain, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; *on
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

YA gain, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; “when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *So it will be at the end of the age. The
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous **and throw them into
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.



“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” *And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven 1s like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Prais_e to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “Be Thou My Vision” ELW #793

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was erucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the rhoiy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting, Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING
OFFERING SONG
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OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you,
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord,

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending
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WORDS QF INSTITUTION

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your nawe, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us

from evil, For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever,
Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present fo participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifts of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord’s table. Indoors, the
ushers will direct you to come forward by the center aisle fo receive the bread from the
pastors. Outdoors, you may come o receive communion whenever you are ready. Both
wine and grape juice are available for communion. The grape juice is the dorker color
in the middle of the tray. Those who do not wish to receive communion and children
who are not yet receiving communion may come forward to receive a blessing. T. here
are baskets ai the end of the front pews when indoors or near the communion assisiant
when outdoors where you can deposit your cups as your return o your seat. Those who
are worshiping with us online are invited to have bread and wine or juice available for
worship, and we will commune you at the end of communion.
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION HYMN “We Eat the Bread of Teaching” ELW # 518

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.

Amen,

SONG AFTER COMMUNION “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”
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Text: Joha W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Liturgy of Jov, James M. Capers, b 1948
Text & 1978, 1993 Augsburg Fortress.
Music © [993 Angsburg Fortiess. Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.




PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BLESSING

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“God of Grace and God of Glory”

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

SATURDAY 5:00 pm Worship Service
Ushers John & Keri Suiter
| Reader Carolyn Hulsen.,
Communion Assistants | Carolyn Hulsen.
Counters John & Keri Suiter
SUNDAY 9:00 am Worship Service
Ushers Steve & Patty Mixdorf
Reader Not finalized at time of printing.
Communion Assistants | Carol Roe ’
Counters Carol Roe & (Not finalized at time of printing.)
Chbir Director | Susan Becker
Organist Teri Wittkowski & Susan Becker
Jubilation Leader Neal Becker

ELW # 705

Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. P_Leprir:ated by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012199, Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.




Sunday, July 30, 2023 &, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

The Greatest of Shrubs

urely God’s kingdom should end up sounding more impressive. Surely

) God can do better. Providing shelter for birds does sound like something

God would do, but why can’t the birds nest in a more attractive tree? A mustard

seed, at its best, grows into a sort of weedy shrub. The greatest of shrubs is not
that great.

Maybe that’s the point. Maybe these little stories are supposed to seem
a little strange. After all, God’s choices often seem that way to us. God does
not always value what we value. God likes small, weedy shrubs as much as big,
majestic trees.

That is extremely good news for those of us who suspect we have more in
common with the shrub than the tree. It is good to know that God loves both!
It is good to know that God loves the mustard seeds of this world enough that
God sends Jesus to be a mustard seed, to be the living proof that the kingdom
of heaven is real. And the kingdom of heaven is here, because Jesus is here.
And as we are filled with his Spirit, we also become living signs of that same
kingdom. |

After all, a God whose kingdom can be compared with something like a
mustard seed is probably not going to stop short of using other unlikely things.
A God like that might even decide to use people like us. So look around. What
do you see? What do you see that surprises you? What do you see that you nor-
mally take for granted? What do you see that’s alive? The kingdom of heaven
is like that. The kingdom of heaven is even like us, right now. The kingdom
of heaven may not do what we expect, or even what we want—but one way or
another, the kingdom of heaven will grow.

Caver: Bowls of sourdough rising. Photo copyright @ The Pleture Pantry/Alamy Stock Photo, Used by petmisstan,

Readings are from the New Revised Standard Verslon Bible with Apocryphe, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Educatlon of the Natlonal Gouncll of the Churches of Christ In the United
States. Revised Common Lectionary copyright @ 1982 by the Consultation on Gomman Taxts (GGTY, admin. Augsburg Forfreas. Al righta reserved. Used by permisslon. Please visit cur website at
www.augsburgfortress.org, Tracks 1 and 2
Copyright @ 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Pinted In L8.A. 20230730-LEC17 ELGA-L
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Gather Us In
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bread that is you;

call © us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
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Text: Marty Haugen, b, 19350
Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen
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"Iext and pnsic © 1982 GIA PabBeations lire,, 7404 5, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.glanusic.com. 800.442.3358.
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Be Thou My Vision
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Thou my soul’s shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
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great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Trish, §th cent.; vers. Bleanor H. Hull, 1860-19335, alt; tr. Mary E. Byme, [880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional




We Eat the Bread of Teaching
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Text: Omer Westendotf, £916-1997
Music: WISDOM'S FEAST, Jerry Ray El‘llbl\k&l‘, b, 1946 Used with permission of OueLicense.net A-731183,
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God of Grace and God of Glory
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Music: CWM RHONDDA, Joha Hughes, 18731932
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FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday 9 am
Telephone: (563) 285-4501 Email: faitheldridge @ netins.net

CGrACE = GIFED IFAITH = LLIFED

(CALLED TO SHAREs SEEK AND SERVE €CHRIST» The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 29 & 30, 2023 '

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God’s love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always weicome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their
use.

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to
the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the call to worship. '
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e If you are interested in providing altar flowers, there is a sign up sheet on the

bulletin board in the narthex. You may also sign up using the link on our web
site, www.faithlutheraneldridge.com
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Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Ron McFate Steve Mixdorf Melissa Alden Sharon Baker
Sally Puls Duane Miller Sue Vogel Becky Rehn
Jensen Spencer Henry Storjohann Andrew Arp Glen

Ann Kuehl Dan Anderson Kim Pierce Kelly
Madison Russo Ed Stoltz Jeanette Myers Vaughn
Janet Bowman Jerry Schwien Bill Lind Mary Lou

Kathy Stoltz Judy Knoer Ed Precht




Join us in welcoming Pastor Jennifer Henry, who is our
guest preacher this weekend. We thank her for sharing
the good news of Jesus with us during our worship
services.

i , Please hold in your prayers the 20 youth and five
S@Wi;@@ adults who will be heading to Albuquerque, New

L@ﬁfﬁgﬂ@ Mexico, on a Service Learning Trip July 22-29: August

. Bauer, Dylan Bergmann, Reese Crain, Griffin Frank,
mg ﬁ@ Mackenzie Gabrielson, Jennie Garner, Sammie

Garner, Addison Harms, Carter Harms, Makenzie

Housenga, Grady Kirst, Gehrig Kirst, Abby La Plante, Madelyn La Plante, Collin Lewis,
Jacob Link, Kaycee Newman, Katelyn Peck, Everett Schroeder, Ryan Stickler, Mike
Garner, Brea Harmis, Sue Kirst, Scott La Plante, and Pastor Carrie La Plante. Please pray
for safe travels, for opportunities to learn from and with those whom we serve, for
growth in faith and relationship with God and one another, and for a better
understanding of and appreciation for the world in which we live.

Thank you for all of the support that you have provided to make this trip a reality, and
we look forward to sharing our experiences with you on the weekend of August 19
and 20.

Pastor Carrie is taking vacation days August 2-5, and Pastor Heather is
taking vacation August 7-14.

Please contact the office at 285-4501 for pastoral care during this time,
and we will contact the appropriate pastor.
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0 As summer approaches please signup to assistin .

e worship any way that you are able. Please consider %

(qf volunteering and sign up on the bulletin board to help @

our Faith Family heads to complete the worship %

/ schedule. Thanks so much. §
=
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USHERS Nina Looney, Worship & Music Team Leader

Join the Women of Faith for a Summer Bible Study
on Saturday, August 5, from 9 am to 2 pm. The
three session Bible Study is from the Gather
magazine titled “Salvation Now.” We will look at
“Promised Salvation Now - Jesus Brings Wellness,”
s . it s “Tangible Salvation Now - Christians Bringing

* Wellness and ”Needed Salvatlon Now - A World Wanting Wellness.” Morning
refreshments will be served at 9am. Lunch will be a salad buffet, dessert, iced tea and
coffee. For planning purposes, a sign-up is on the bulletin board.

Summer Lunch ig in the Bag!

FREE sack lunches served to kids and teens

Tuesdays and Thursdays Lunch is served
June 6 - August 10 I130-12:30

We could use help with drivers and lunch distribution this summer. To

sign up to help:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0449aea623a3fe3-volunteer2#/

Thank you for your help and support!
North Scott Community Feed Our Children Ministry
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Saturday, July 29
Sunday, July 30
Monday, July 31
Tuesd ay, August 1
Wednesday, August 2

Thursday, August 3

Friday, August 4
Saturday, August 5

Sunday, August 6

5:00 pm
Evening

9:00 am
10:00 am

- Office Closed

10:00 am
5:30 pm
6:30 pm

10:00 am
6:30 pm

9:30 am
9:00 am
5:00 pm

9:00 am
10:00 am -
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Worship
Youth Mission Trip Returns

Worship
Fellowship Hour

Feed QOur Children
Food Pantry
VFW

Feed Qur Children

Team Night
Food Pantry

Women of Faith Bible Study
Worship |

QOutdoor Worship
Fellowship Hour




