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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Saturday, January 28, 2023-5:00 pm

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in
the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure
in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness.
In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living
and serving.

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy
endures forevet.
Amen,

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One, source of our renewal,

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not
practiced your righteousness, Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake
of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now
declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of + Christ our

Savior.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG *Christ, Be Our Light” ELW #7135

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Holy God. vou confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and
the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice. and perseverance in
striving for peace. that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8
A reading from Micah.

'Hear what the LoRrD says:
Rise. plead your case before the mountains.
and let the hills hear your voice.
*Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LorD.
and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the LoRrD has a controversy with his people.
and he will contend with Israel.

0 my people, what have [ done to you?
[n what have [ wearied you? Answer me!
‘For [ brought you up from the land of Egvpt.
and redeemed you from the house of slavery:
and [ sent before you Moses.
Aaron, and Miriam.
*0O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him.
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal.
that you may know the saving acts of the LorD.™

"With what shall [ come before the LorbD.
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt otferings.
with calves a year old?
"Will the Lorp be pleased with thousands of rams.
with ten thousands of rivers of 0il?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression.
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
*He has told vou, O mortal, what is good:
and what does the Lorp require of you



but to do justice. and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God? .

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 15

'LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
“Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;
‘they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
‘In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lorb.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word,
‘They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
A reading from First Corinthians.

"“The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing. but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God. “For it is written,

~I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”™

"Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? *'For since, in the wisdom
of God. the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided. through the
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. *For Jews demand signs
and Greeks desire wisdom. *but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, *'but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. *For God’s foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

*Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by
human standards. not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. *'But God
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise: God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong: *God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that
are not. to reduce to nothing things that are, *"so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. "He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us



wisdom from God. and righteousness and sanctification and redemption. *'in order
that. as it is written. “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'"When Jesus saw the crowds. he went up the mountain; and alter he sat down, his
disciples came to him. *Then he began to speak, and taught them. saying:

*Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“-Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

*Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

*Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. for they will be filled.

"*Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

*Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

*Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

"-Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness” sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

'Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of
evil against you falsely on my account. “Rejoice and be glad. for your reward is great
in heaven. for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord. Whose Love in Humble Service™ ELW #712

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth,

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church. the world, and all in need.

Each prayer petition will conclude, ~Lord, in your mercy,”
The congreguation responds, “hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING
OFFERING SONG *“Let the Vineyards”
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Music: Ronald AL Nelson, he (927

Text wd music © 1S Zatherae 3ook of Wordup, admin, Adgsburs bostess,
Used with permission of Onelicense net A-731183.

OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

and give us a fore - taste of the feast o come.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... we praise your name and join their unending
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LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen,

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we invite all present to participate in the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. All who are baptized and believe that Jesus Christ is
present in the gifts of bread and wine are welcome at the Lord's table. Please follow the
directions of the pastors to receive communion. Both wine and grape juice are available
Jor communion. The grape juice is the darker color in the middle of the tray. Those who
do not wish to receive communion and children who are not yet receiving communion
will receive a blessing. Those who are worshiping with us online are invited to have
bread and wine or juice available for worship. and we will commune you at the end of
communion.

COMMUNION SONG
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sin ol the world: grant us peace.

COMMUNION HYMNS By Your Hand You Feed Your People”™ ELW #469

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.
C. Amen,

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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Thank-ful hearts and voic - es raise;  tell ev-ry-one what God has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and bear Christ’s ho - ly name.
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Test: John W Arthur, 1922-1950

Music: Richard W, Hillert b, 1923

Text and music © L9730 1993 Ay asburz Fortress,
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-73 1133

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION



BLESSING
SENDING SONG “To Be Your Presence™ ELW #346
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
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THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN OUR WORSHIP

5:00 Worship Service
Ushers: Mike & Gayle Staples
Reader: Gayle Staples
Communion: Mike Staples
Counters: Mike & Rita Smith
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Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augshurg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS0(2199, Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible. copyright € 1989 the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, Used bv
permission. All rights reserved.



Fourth Sunday after Epiphany & January 29, 2023

Upside-Down Blessing

How do you know that you are blessedr Our consumer-driven culture primes
us to believe blessedness is based on our bank accounts. Or perhaps we
learn that we are blessed if we are in good health, or if our work is meaningful,
or if our social or family lives are fulfilling. Social media hashtags depict blessing
as the result of good fortune. And health, work, family, and social connection can
all be good things! But the beatitudes turn our assumptions about blessedness on
their head.

Jesus reminds us that instead, blessedness is our beginning. “Blessed” is our
primary identity in God. We are loved and favored by God before we do anything
to earn it, before the circumstances of our lives begin to define us. Our level of
blessedness has nothing to do with us and everything to do with God’s abun-
dant love and grace. This is true especially when it feels like we are anything but
blessed.

We are loved, held, and brought near to God, even in our pain and sorrow
and everything that makes us feel like we are less worthy, less loved, less impor-
tant. In fact, it is in those places that God draws nearest to us, reminding us that
we are loved and whole and worthy of blessing. Then everything we do flows from
that identity of blessedness. We are freed to bless others—with our words, our
actions, our whole lives. We are invited to engage the world through the upside-
down lens of the kingdom of God. We are given new eyes to see God’s presence
in this world—not just among the important, the powerful, the popular, and the
loud, but among those the world would rather ignore, disregard, or shame.

Whenever the world pronounces condemnation, God declares, “Blessed.”
Whenever the world excludes, God welcomes. Whenever the world scorns, mocks,
or causes harm, God promises new life in the kingdom of heaven that is ever

drawing near.

Cover: Weary physician. Photo copyright ® iStock/Marilyn Nieves/Getty Images Plus via Getty Images. Used by permission.
Readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Ghurches of Christ in the United
States. Revisad Common Lectionary copyright © 1992 by the Consultation on Commen Texts (CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Please visit our website at

www.augsburgfortress.org. Tracks 1and 2
Copyright @ 2022 Augsburg Fortrass. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Printed in U.S.A. 20230129-EP14 ELCA-L




FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Senior Pastor Carrie La Plante Pastor Heather Geest
Worship: Saturday 5 pm Sunday S am
Telephone: (563) 285-4501 Email: faitheldridge @netins.net

Grace = GiAED IFAITH = LIAED

CALLED TO SHAREw SEEK AND SERVE CCHRISTa Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 28 & 29, 2023

WELCOME TO WORSHIP Today we gather to celebrate God’s love and grace as revealed to us
through Jesus Christ. For those that might be interested in knowing more about the ministries
and activities of the congregation there are some printed materials available for you to take.
The materials are located on the counter just inside the east entrance of this building. You can
also find more information through the church website at faithlutheraneldridge.com.

CHILDREN are always welcome in worship. Special children’s bulletins are available for their
use.

VISITOR? CHANGE OF ADDRESS? INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES? HAVE A PRAYER
REQUEST? Please feel free to complete the information card located in front of you next to
the hymnals and pass the card to the outer aisle during announcements and an usher will pick
them up during the call to worship.

Trusting that God hears our prayers, we keep these
people and all who are in need in our prayers.

Ron McFate Bob Morehead Ed Precht

Janet Bowman

H.O. Nelson Kathy Stoltz Melissa Alden Hugh Lickiss
Sheila Baustian Gary King Sue Vogel Glen

Sally Puls Steve Mixdorf Andrew Arp Kelly
Jensen Spencer Roger Lewis Norman Harms Mike

Ann Kuehl Ed Stoltz Kim Pierce Vaughn
Carol Judge Jerry Schwien Jeanette Myers

Carolyn Scheibe Judy Knoer Bill Lind

Madison Russo Jan Kluever Lincoln Regnier




,%NUAL FAITH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
STING  -ONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOTIFICATION

January 22, 2023 10:15 am Budget Meeting

January 29,2023  9:00 am Annual Congregational Meeting, following a
brief worship service (Review of Reports, Election of
Congregational Leaders, 2021 Budget Approval)

January 29, 2023  Special Meeting (Immediately following the annual
meeting to elect Officers)

< gﬁﬂr New Offering Envelopes
,Envelopes The 2023 Offering Envelopes are now available! They are arranged
5 alphabetically on the Welcome Center counter for you to pick up.

Mission Trip Fundraiser
The next Youth Mission Trip fundraiser will be the Super Bowl
Sandwich and Caramel Chex Mix Sale. The order forms will be
available on the Welcome Center, on our Facebook page and on our
website by January 8. Pick-up will be on Super Bowl Weekend, February 11 and 12,
around the worship services. Order forms will need to be received by the end of the
day on January 29. We look forward to helping to provide your Super Bowl Sunday
treats, and thank you in advance for your support.

**Help for Faith Family Heads**
Prior to each month one of the 10 Family Heads calls or emails the members on their
family list to find the individuals willing to serve at worship as ushers, lectors, and
communion assistants. We need to update the list of members that would be willing
to serve anytime when the Family Head cannot find volunteers on their list for the
month. Please use the sign up sheet on the bulletin board.

Thank you for your support. gaﬂy“é you can
Nina Looney, Worship and Music Team Leader ;E‘ g!z e ’
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Root for Your Favorite Team
and Support the North Scott
Food Pantry By Dropping off
2| Your Canned Soup

7| Donations at the church The curtent North Scort Food

Pantry needs are ar2 saup, pasta,

January 28th-February 1 2th and hot cereal. Thank you!

.. MarR Your Calendars -
f  Cheeseburger n Paradise Returns! r

Cheeseburger In Paradise Potluck will return to the Fellowship Hall on Saturday,
February 4th, 2023!!!! The Fellowship Team will provide cheeseburgers, condiments,
table service and drinks.

Please sign up by January 25th, 2023, either on the bulletin board or online and
include what side dish you plan to bring, so we can plan accordingly for the
cheeseburgers!

There will be games for the kids to play (Bags, Hula Hoop, Limbo, Flamingo Ring Toss
to name a few). Sign up for Door Prizes: Child and Adult. Other prizes to be awarded:
Best Hawaiian/Tropical attire. Who has the Whitest Legs at Faith? — We shall soon find
out! Hope to see you all there — The Fellowship Team

Summer Camp at Lutheran Lakeside
Registration is now open for Lutheran Lakeside Camp this summer. We & &=
are planning to attend camp July 16-21. There is Junior Camp for those | [itsran] akcside Camp |
who have completed grades 3-5 and Confirmation Camp for those who
have completed grades 6-8. As in years past, Faith will cover $150 of the cost of camp per
child (including friends that they might invite). For more information about camp, please
go to www.lutheranlakeside.com and click on the Summer Camp drop down menu for
more information and the Camp Registration tab when you are ready to register.

Adults are invited to join us for the adult mission trip to do work around the camp that
week as well, so if that is something that would interest you, please let Pastor Carrie
know.

If you have any questions about camp, please contact Pastor Carrie
(pastorcarrie@csteldridge.com or call or text 641-275-1326), and she will be happy to
answer them!




THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Saturday, January 28 5:00 pm Worship

Sunday, January 29 9:00 am Worship & Annual Meeting
10:00 am Fellowship Hour
10:15 am Sunday School

Monday, January 30 Office Closed
Tuesday, January 31 1:00 pm Bible Study
5:30 pm Food Pantry
7:00 pm Jubilation
Wednesday, February 1 5:00 pm Confirmation Meal
5:30 pm Confirmation Conversations
6:15 pm People of Praise
7:00 pm High School Youth
7:15 @M Resounding Joy
Thursday, February 2 1:00 pm Food Pantry Board Meeting
6:30 pm Team Night
Friday, February 3 9:30 am Food Pantry
Saturday, February 4 5:00 pm Worship
6:00 pm Cheeseburger in Paradise
Sunday, February 5 9:00 am Worship

10:00 am Fellowship Hour
10:15 am Sunday School

/é@}’ THANK YOU to all who contributed to the fund to replace our aging
e NEATER i, roof over Fellowship Hall and the Education Wing. Our goal of
; 3 4 I

REPLACE THE $50,000 has been met!.

no ° F Thank you for helping us Replace the Roof!
[’\éf”f 5pm: 26, 9am: 51, Online: 72 ,Total: 149

ATTENDANCE




Christ, Be Our Light
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I Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun-gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y the gifts, man -y the ©peo-ple, man -y the
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truth, we furn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word - lone
wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make us  your bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us  be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro-ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel - ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth-er signs of your king - dom  come.
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dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your
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church gath -ered to - day.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo. Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission. Used with permission of OncLicense.net A-731185.



Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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I Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:

free - dom; still
great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,

in grief we mourn our dead.

in its height and depth and
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor - ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak -ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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ev-'ry gift which you im -part.
our world to make

a - bun - dant
free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.

it whole.

life to share.
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hynns, 1985

Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.
Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-7311835.
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By Your Hand You Feed Your People
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I By your hand you feed your peo - ple, food of an - gels, heav-en’s bread.

2 In this meal we ftaste your sweet-ness, bread for hun - ger, wine of peace.

3 Send us now with faith and cour-age to the hun - gry, lost, be - reaved.
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For these gifts we did not la - bor, by your grace have we been fed:

Ho-ly word and ho-ly wis-dom sat-is - fy our deep-est needs.
In our liv - ing and our dy-ing, we be-come whatwe re - ceive:
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Christ’s own bod-y, blessed and bro - ken, cup o’er-flow-ing, life out - poured,
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giv-en as a liv-ing to-ken of your world re-deemed, re - stored.
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Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952

Music: CAMROSE, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text and music © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731183



To Be Your Presence
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| To be your pres-ence is our mis -sion here, to show com -
2 To be your pres-ence is  our mis -sion bold, to feed the
3 To be your pres-ence is  our mis - sion blest, to speak for
4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, to serve your
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pas-sion’s face .and lis - 'ning ear, to be your heart of mer - cy
poor and shel-ter home-less cold, to be your hands of jus - tice,
all the bro-ken and op - pressed, to be your voice of hope, your
peo -ple is our call and choice, and in this mis -sion we, the
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ev - er near,
tight up - hold, al . le - lu - ial
love ex - pressed,
church, re - joice,

Text; Delores Dufner, 0SB, b. 1939
Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3338,

All rights reserved. Used by permission. Used with permission of OneLicense.net A-731185.



